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| TEM NO. 1 COURT NO. 3 SECTI ON XI A
SUPREME COURT OF I NDI A
RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS
Petition(s) for Special Leave to Appeal (CGivil) No(s).11295/2011

(From the judgenent and order dated 31/01/2011 in WPC
36487/ 2009 of The H GH COURT OF KERALA AT ERNAKULAM

SRI MARTHANDA VARMA AND ANR Petitioner(s)
VERSUS
T. P. SUNDARA RAJAN AND ORS. Respondent ( s)

(Wth appln(s) for inpleadnment as party respondent and office
report)

WTH SLP(C) NO 12361 of 2011

(Wth prayer for interimrelief and office report)
SLP(C) NO. 17081-17082 of 2011

(Wth prayer for interimrelief and office report)
(FOR I NTERI M DI RECTI ONS)

Date: 21/07/2011 These Petitions were called on for hearing
t oday.

CORAM :
HON BLE MR JUSTI CE R V. RAVEENDRAN
HON BLE MR JUSTI CE A K. PATNAI K

For Petitioner(s) K. K. Venugopal , Sr. Adv.

S. V. Bal akrishna |yer, Sr. Adv.
Par anmeswar an Nai r, Adv.

Gopal Sankar anar ayanan, Adv.
Shyam Mohan, Adv.

B. V. Deepak, Adv.

r MS. T.T.K Deepak & Co., Adv.
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P. P. Rao, Sr. Adv.
s. Udaya Kumar Sagar, Adv.
M K. S. Menon, Adv.
Karagn Kanwal , Adv.
Robin V. S., Adv.
For MS. Lawer’S Knit & Co
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For Respondent (s)
Ms. Liz Mathew, Adv.
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M. Vipin Nair, Adv.
M. P.B. Suresh, Adv.
M. Vivek Sharma, Adv.
M S. Tenple Law Firm Adv.
(I.A No.1/2011 in SLP(C)No.11295/2011)

M. Sanand Ranmakri shnan, Adv.

UPON hearing counsel the Court nade the foll ow ng



ORDER

In terms of the signed order, certain
di rections have been given.

The Regi stry is directed to notify
Dr. C. V. Ananda Bose, Director Gener al of
Nat i onal Museum and Vi ce- Chancel | or, Nat i onal
Museum I nstitute, New Del hi , about t he
constitution of t he Expert Conmittee with a
copy of this order requesting himto constitute
the Expert Conmittee. The said order may al so
be comuni cat ed to Justice M N. Kri shnan,

Co-ordi nator of Overseeing Committee.

Li st t he matter in t he 1st week of
Sept enber, 2011.

(O P. Sharnma) ( MS. Negi )
Court Master Court Master
(Signed order is placed on the file)
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ORDER
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I N THE SUPREME COURT OF | NDI A
Cl VI L APPELLATE JURI SDI CTI ON
SPECI AL LEAVE PETITION [C] NO 11295 OF 2011
Sri Marthanda Varma and Anr. Petitioners
Vs.
T.P. Sundara Rajan & O's. Respondent s
Wth SLP(C) No.12361/2011
And SLP(C) Nos.17081-17082/ 2011
ORDER
The State of Keral a in its af fidavit dat ed
14.7. 2011 has decl ared its st and on t he i ssues as

foll ows :

Owner ship :



Al'l articles found in the Kallaras of Shree
Padmanabha Swam Tenpl e (including objects of val ue
gol d ornanents, precious stones and antiques) bel ong
to t he deity (Tenpl e) and neit her
Governnent nor the famly of ex-rulers of Travancore
can have any cl ai mover them

St orage/ Exhi bition :

The or nanent s/ anti ques are not
sufficient for creating a separate nuseum All the
articles being property of the tenple, should remain
within the confines of tenple premises. It is neither

2
advi sabl e to t hem

practi cal nor renove

tenpl e environs.

Security :

A senior officer of the rank of Additiona
Director General of Police has been put in specia
charge of the security of the tenple. A control room

has been made operational. A special teamof Police
of ficers has been entrusted with the task of studying
the security requirements. Ensuring adequate security
for the tenple is the primary responsibility of the
governnent and it will do everything necessary for
acquisition of the state-of-the art security systens
(which are | east obtrusive and nost effective) and

i nstall t hem shortly. The templ e will
round-t he-cl ock. Commandos have been posted to guard
t he gates.
2. The petitioners (Sri Mar t handa Var ma
trustee and the Executive O ficer of the tenmple) have

expressed their views in the affidavit dated 14.7.2011

filed by the Executive O ficer:-

Owner ship :

All articl es, or nament s, val uabl es,
stones, antiques w thout exception found in the Kallaras
belong to the Presiding Deity of Shree Padmanabhaswarny
Tenpl e and neit her M. Marthanda Varma nor his famly
menber s have any cl aimover them M. Marthanda Varnma
merely admi nisters the property/assets of the deity and
the tenple as the Trustee.
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St or age/ Exhi bition :
The articles f ound in Kal | ara
segregated into three categories:
(i) Articles having historic/heritage/artistic value

consi dered "priceless", can be kept in the
Kallara itself, and taken out periodically for
bei ng exhi bited on special occasions, within the
tenpl e premises for the benefit of the devotees
and general public.

(ii) Even articles which have only some historic/

t he State

sui tabl e or

from t he

be guar ded
t he sol e
pr eci ous

‘A can

be



heritage/artistic val ue, and cannot be
considered to be ‘priceless’ shall also be kept
in the safe custody in the Kallara.

(iii)Articles havi ng nmonet ary val ue but no
hi storic/heritage/artistic val ue, could be
di sposed of and the proceeds used for purchasing
i movabl e properties, for renovati on and

mai nt enance of the tenmple and for education

i ncludi ng establishnment of a ‘Veda Pathasal a’

and a ‘Thant hiri ka Peedom for inparting
training and groomi ng tenple priests.

I nventory :

Vi deogr aphy and phot ogr aphy of t he articles
Kallara ‘A" may be avoi ded, as the inventory has already
been conpl et ed. But if it is f ound

vi deogr aphy/ phot ography is necessary for conpleting the
inventory, the sane nmay be carried out strictly under the
supervision and the filmnms/cartridges shall be deposited in
a seal ed cover so that unauthorized copies are not nade

As t he primary obj ect of t he i nventory is
ascertain what is avai | abl e and not di sposal or sale,
there is no need to have a val uati on. However the services
of a conservationist or expert in antiques nay be avail ed
for categorizing the articles and conpleting the inventory
in a scientific manner.
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Security arrangenents

Wiile installing security systems, in particular
CCTVs and other el ectronic devices, care shoul d be taken
in regard to t wo aspects. First is t hat t he
custons/traditions of the tenple should be respected and
taken note of. Second is that worship by the devotees
shoul d not be disturbed. The Police personnel on security
duty, when inside the tenple, should be unobtrusive and
comply with the dress code of the tenple.

3. Sri Ranma Varma, petitioner in another SLP has nade
the followi ng suggestions, in an affidavit filed by his
power of attorney hol der:

(i) The articles found fromthe Kallaras should not be

r enoved from the sanct um sanct orum of t he tenpl e nor
shoul d be exhibited outside the tenple. A few sanple itens

of anti que/ archaeol ogi cal value may be exhibited in the

prem ses of the tenple conplex. Alternatively they may be

exhibited in the nuseum adj oi ning the tenple after naking

appropriate arrangenents for display and security.

(ii) Opening Kallara-B may be avoided. If it is to be
opened t hat shoul d be done after conducti ng t he
traditional Deva Prashnam

4. After consi dering t he submi ssi ons made during

argunents and the suggestions in the affidavits, we find

t hat

to



that action is required in the follow ng areas : P

(a) A detailed inventory of the articles in Kallaras A
5

and C to F with videography/phot ography shall have to be

compl et ed under the supervision of an Expert Committee.

The vi deogr apher/ phot ographer enpl oyed for this purpose

shal | have security cl earance from the | ocal Pol i ce
authorities.

(b) The services of Expert s/ Conservationi sts shal |
have to be availed so that handling the articles at the

time of inventory or disturbing the environnment in which

they were stored in the Kallaras for centuries does not

affect the articles.

(c) Adequat e and proper arrangenents will have to be
made for security. This would involve not only policing
the prenises but al so having security mnmeasures/systens as
al so provision of a strong roonfvaults/steel lining in the
Kallaras with the assistance of a security expert.

5. To achi eve t he af oresai d results, we her eby
constitute t he foll owi ng Expert Conmittee to advi se

regardi ng i nventory, conservation and security :

(1)Dr. C. V. Ananda Bose, : Co-ordinator
Director CGeneral of National Museum and
Vi ce- Chancel | or,
Nati onal Museum Institute
New Del hi .

(2)Prof. Dr. MB. Nair, : Menber
Head of Conservation Department,
Nati onal Museum Institute
New Del hi .

(3) Nomi nee of the Director, Archaeol ogical : Menber
Survey of India(fromits science/research w ng).
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(4) Nonmi nee of the Governor of
Reserve Bank of India : Menber
who is an Expert fromits security w ng.

(5) The Executive O ficer of the Tenple . Menber

6. The said Expert Committee is entrusted with the

followi ng responsibilities:

(a) To organi ze t he i nventory by vi deogr aphy/



phot ography of the articles in Kallaras A, Cto F, and
supervi se such inventory and arrange for proper storage of
the articles in the respective Kallaras after conpletion
of the inventory.

(b) To exani ne and categorise the articles into three
groups: (i) Articles/ornanents having historic/heritage/
artistic/antique value. (ii) Articles that are required
for regular use in the tenple for religious purpose. (iii)
Articles and ornanents which cannot be considered to be
having any historic/heritage/artistic/antique val ue, but
having nerely a nonetary val ue.

(c) To draw up long termand short term neasures for
preservation, conservation, naintenance of the articles/
antiques in Kallaras of the Tenple.

(d) Prepare a scheme for providing security measures
in the tenple premises and in the Kallaras.

(e) Exani ne whet her any of the articles are worthy of
exhi bition for t he benefi t of t he devot ees and i f SO
exam ne the feasibility of creation of a high security
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museum wi thin the tenple prem ses or the adjoi ni ng nuseum

(f) Exami ne and gi ve an opi ni on whet her it is
necessary to open Kallara ‘B at this stage.

7. In view of the constitution of the said Expert

Conmi tt ee, there is no need to conti nue t he | arge
Committee of Qbservers. In place of the seven nenber

Cbser ver Conmittee earlier appoi nt ed, t he foll owi ng

smal | er Overseeing Committee is appointed to supervise and
gui de the working of the Expert Conmittee and to conplete

the inventory and continue as Observers

(i)Justice MN. Krishnan. - Co- or di nat or
(ii)M. Marthanda Varma (or his special nom nee)- Menber
(iii)Secretary, Devaswom Departnment of - Menber

Governnent of Kerala (or his special nom nee).

8. W al so i ssue t he foll owi ng suppl enment ary
directions :

(a) The nmenbers of the Expert Committee shall schedul e
their visit in co-ordination with t he Co- or di nat or of
Over seei ng Conmittee, SO t hat t he entire i nventory is

carried out continuously and uninterruptedly on day-to-day



basi s.

(b) The state governnent and the Tenpl e Trust shal

meet the expenses of the said Expert Committee including

their travel, |odging and other expenses.

(c) Except the menbers of the Overseeing Conmittee,
8

Expert Committee and the personnel required for the actua
physi cal handl i ng and security, no unaut hori zed person
shall be pernmitted to be present at the tine of inventory.

(d) The reports in the Media about the value of the

articles in t he Kal I ar as (admittedly unverified and
specul ative), wi thout seeing or examning the articles, is

di sturbing. We trust that the nedia will show nore care

and responsibility in such matters and avoi d basel ess
specul ations which are likely to nislead the public.

(e) The menbers of the Overseeing Conmittee/the Expert
Conmittee are expected to give their opinions and reports
only to this Court and none el se.

New Del hi; J.
July 21, 2011. (A K Pat nai k)



