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Date : 12-02-2026 This petition was called on for hearing today.

CORAM : HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE DIPANKAR DATTA
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE K.V. VISWANATHAN

MR. RISHI MALHOTRA : LEARNED AMICUS CURAIE

For Petitioner(s) : Mr. Venkata Raghuvamsy D., AOR
M/S. Hooda & Co., AOR

Ms. Anwesha Saha, AOR

Mr. Jaswant Singh Rawat, AOR
Mr. S S Lingwal, Adv.
Mr. Akshay Nautiyal, Adv.

Mr. Sanjay Kumar Visen, AOR

Mr. Aditya Ranjan, AOR

Mr. Mahesh Kumar, Adv.

Mr. Aditya Ranjan, Adv.

Mr. Koushik Gole, Adv.

Ms. Sudipa Biswas, Adv.

Mr. Akash Tomar, Adv.

Mr. Akhil Pratap Singh, Adv.
Mr. Aniruddha Purushotham, Adv.
Mr. Akshay Vij, Adv.

Mr. Vvc Kashyap, Adv.

Ms. Siny Sara Varghese, Adv.

Mr. Gauranga Kumar Das, Adv.

Mr. Chand Qureshi, AOR

Mr. Sukesh Ghosh, Adv.

Mr. Ashish Kumar Chowdhury, Adv.
Mr. P.c.das, Adv.

Mr. Arvind Kumar, Adv.

Mr. Mohammad Salman Siddiqui, Adv.
Ms. Tasleem Siddiqui, Adv.

Mr. Vijay Kumar, Adv.

Mr. Sundeep Pandhi, Adv.

Mr. Santosh Kumar, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Madhurendra Sharma, Adv.
Mr. Rajiv R. Mishra, Adv.
Ms. Suruchi Yadav, Adv.

Mr. Ashutosh Yadav, AOR

Ms. Deeplaxmi Subhash Matwankar , AOR

Mr. Umesh Dubey, AOR
Mr. Mithilesh Kumar Mishra, Adv.
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Ashish Kumar Mishra, Adv.

Gautam Das, AOR
Chirantan Saha, Adv.
Aritra Thokdar, Adv.
Shivam Kumar, Adv.
Khushi Chopra, Adv.
Virendra Mohan, Adv.
Niranjan Saha, Adv.
Lalit Belwal, Adv.
Rohit Oberoi, Adv.

Manish Singhvi, Sr. Adv.
Ramkrishna Virarghavan, Sr.
Prashant Shukla, Adv.
Abhishek Towari, Adv.
Suyash Srivastava, Adv.
Anisha Khokar, Adv.
Abhishek Tiwari, Adv.
Rakesh Riwari, Adv.
Giridhar Upadhayay, Adv.
Vinayak Sharma, Adv.
Satyajeet Kumar, AOR

Sudip Sanyal, Sr. Adv.
Arun K. Sinha, AOR
Chandrchur Lahiri, Adv.
Rakesh Singh, Adv.
Sumit Sinha, Adv.

Rashmi Nandakumar, AOR

Mukesh Kumar Maroria, AOR

Adv.

Aishwarya Bhati, A.S.G. (N/P)

Sudarshan Lamba, AOR

Akshay Amritanshu, Adv.
Vimla Sinha, Adv.

Rukhmini Bobde, Adv.

Raman Yadav, Adv.

Preeti Rani, Adv.
Rajbahadur Yadav, Aor, Adv.

Amit Sharma, A.A.G.

Parth Awasthi, Adv.

Sarthak Raizada, Adv.
Pashupathi Nath Razdan, AOR
Maitreyee Jagat Joshi, Adv.
Astik Gupta, Adv.

Akanksha Tomar, Adv.
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Mr. Anand Grover, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Kunal Mimani, AOR

Mr. Parag Chaturvedi, Adv.
Ms. Shraddha Chirania, Adv.
Mr. Akshay Luthra, Adv.

Mr. Rana Mukherjee, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Ankit Goel, AOR

Mr. Samarth Mohanty, Adv.
Mr. Mayank Tiwari, Adv.

Mr. Krishna Murari, Adv.
Mr. Satya Mitra, AOR

Ms. Swati Ghildiyal, AOR
Ms. Neha Singh, Adv.

Mr. Vikrant Narayan Vasudeva, AOR

Mr. Rajiv Shankar Dwivedi, Standing Counsel, Adv.
Ms. Pragya Baghel, Standing Counsel, Adv.

Mr. Anirudh Sharma, Adv.

Ms. Tulika Mukherjee, AOR

Mr. Beenu Sharma, Adv.

Mr. Venkat Narayan, Adv.

Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR
Mr. Saurabh Tripathi, Adv.
Mrs. Deepayan Dutta, Adv.

Mr. D. L. Chidananda, AOR

Mr. Kaustubh Shukla, AOR
Ms. Pushpanjali Singh, Adv.
Mr. Vipul Kumar, Adv.

Ms. Gursimrat Kaur, Adv.
Mr. Manoj Kumar, Adv.

Mr. Paresh Upadhyay, Adv.
Mr. Manoj K. Mishra, AOR
Mr. Umesh Dubey, Adv.

Ms. Madhulika, Adv.

Mr. Anand Kumar Rai, Adv.
Ms. Yashica Rawal, Adv.

Mr. Amulya Dev Mishra, Adv.

Mr. Anand Shankar, AOR

Mr. Pradhuman Gohil, Adv.

Mrs. Taruna Singh Gohil, AOR

Mr. Alapati Sahithya Krishna, Adv.
Ms. Hetvi Ketan Patel, Adv.
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Rushabh N. Kapadia, Adv.
Taniya Bansal, Adv.
Kawalpreet Kaur, Adv.
Pulkit Khanduja, Adv.

Samar Vijay Singh, AOR
Sabarni Som, Adv.

Gaj Singh, Adv.

Keshav Mittal, Adv.

Aman Dev Sharma, Adv.
Subrata Chakraborty, Adv.
Vikramaditya Chauhan, Adv.
Pushkar Sharma, Adv.

Balaji Subramanian, A.A.G.
Sabarish Subramanian, AOR
Jahnavi Taneja, Adv.
Aashigaa Pravaagini, Adv.
Akash Kundu, Adv.

Vishnu Unnikrishnan, Adv.

Sameer Abhyankar, AOR
Yachna Sharma, Adv.
Arushi Chopra, Adv.
Ravindra S. Garia, AOR
Guntur Pramod Kumar, AOR
Prerna Singh, Adv.

Dhruv Yadav, Adv.

Sakshi Kakkar, AOR
Shaveer Ahmed, AOR

Aravindh S., AOR
Anika Bansal, Adv.

Devina Sehgal, AOR
Jaswant Singh Rawat, AOR
S S Lingwal, Adv.

Akshay Nautiyal, Adv.

Kunika, AOR

Taruna Ardhendumauli Prasad, AOR

Srishti Agnihotri, AOR
D.p.singh, Adv.

Tara Elizabeth Kurien, Adv.
Anchal Kanthed, Adv.

Raghenth Basant, Sr. Adv.
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Mr. Subhash Chandran K.r, AOR
Ms. Krishna L R, Adv.

Mr. Anirudh K P, Adv.

Ms. Hima Bhardwaj, Adv.

Ms. Kaushitaki Sharma, Adv.
Mr. Bineesh K K, Adv.

M/s Krs Associates, Adv.

Mr. Ajit Sharma, AOR

Mr. Amrit Keshri Nandan Pradhan, Adv.
Mr. Akshat Sharma, Adv.

Mr. Kanchan Kumar, Adv.

Mr. Yuvrajsinh Solanki, Adv.

Mr. Anant Ram Mishra, Adv.

Mr. Amit Sharma, A.A.G.

Mr. Parth Awasthi, Adv.

Mr. Sarthak Raizada, Adv.

Mr. Pashupathi Nath Razdan, AOR
Ms. Maitreyee Jagat Joshi, Adv.
Mr. Astik Gupta, Adv.

Ms. Akanksha Tomar, Adv.

Mr. Santosh Krishnan, AOR

Ms. Ankita Sharma, AOR
Mr. Arjun D. Singh, Adv.
Ms. Ishika Neogi, Adv.
Mr. Divya Tripathi, Adv.

Ms. G. Indira, AOR

Mr. Pukhrambam Ramesh Kumar, AOR
Mr. Karun Sharma, Adv.

Ms. Anupama Ngangom, Adv.

Mrs. Rajkumari Divyasana, Adv.

Mr. Manoj C. Mishra, AOR

Mr. Samar Vijay Singh, AOR

Ms. Sabarni Som, Adv.

Mr. Gaj Singh, Adv.

Mr. Keshav Mittal, Adv.

Mr. Aman Dev Sharma, Adv.

Ms. Subrata Chakraborty, Adv.
Mr. Vikramaditya Chauhan, Adv.
Mr. Pushkar Sharma, Adv.

Mr. Abhimanyu Tewari, AOR

Mr. P.v. Dinesh, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Nishe Rajen Shonker, AOR
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Mrs. Anu K Joy, Adv.
Mr. Alim Anvar, Adv.
Mr. Santhosh K, Adv.
Mrs. Devika A.1l., Adv.
Ms. Anna Oommen, Adv.

Mr. Akshat Kumar, AOR

Mr. Prakash Ranjan Nayak, AOR
Mr. Somkeerti V Singhdeo, Adv.
Ms. Ilashri Gaur, Adv.

Mr. Jatinder Kumar Bhatia, AOR
Mr. Satish Pandey, AOR

Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, A.S.G.(N/P)

Mrs. Mrinal Elkar Mazumdar, Adv.

Mr. Mukesh Kumar Verma, Adv.

Mr. Neeraj Kumar Sharma, Adv.
Indira Bhakar, Adv.

Ms. Kanu Agrawal, Adv.

Mr. Varun Chugh, Adv.

Mr. Bhuvan Kapoor, Adv.

Mr. Krishna Kant Dubey, Adv.

Mr. Harish Pandey, Adv.

Mr. Shashwat Parihar, Adv.

Mr. Piyush Beriwal, Adv.

Mr. Mukul Singh, Adv.

Mr. Santosh Ramdurg, Adv.

Mr. Yogesh Vats, Adv.

Mr. Shreekant Neelappa Terdal, AOR

Mr. V Chithambaresh, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Biju P Raman, AOR

Mr. K P Rajagopal, Adv.

Ms. Usha Nandini V, Adv.

Mr. John Thomas Arakal, Adv.
Ms. Nandana Harikrishnan, Adv.

Mr. Upendra Tripathi, Adv.
Mr. P.S. Negi, Adv.
Mr. Avijit Mani Tripathi, AOR

Ms. Ranjeeta Rohatgi, AOR
Mr. Piyush Dwivedi, AOR

Ms. Swati Ghildiyal, AOR
Ms. Neha Singh, Adv.

Mr. Omkar Deshpande, Adv.
Mr. Siddharth Dharmadhikari, Adv.
Mr. Aaditya Aniruddha Pande, AOR
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Mr. Shrirang B. Varma, Adv.

Mr. Ashok Agarwal, Adv.

Mr. Kumar Utkarsh, Adv.

Mr. Manoj Kumar, Adv.

Mr. Sidharth Mahajan, AOR

Ms. Gousia Igbal, Adv.

Mr. Vineet Kumar Tripathi, Adv.

Mr. Ravindra Sadanand Chingale, AOR
Ms. Astha Sharma, AOR
Mr. Anando Mukherjee, AOR

Ms. Disha Singh , AOR
Mr. Anil Shrivastav, A.A.G.
Ms. Eliza Bar, Adv.

Mr. Ranjan Kumar, AOR

Mr. D. Mahesh Babu, AOR

Mr. Ajay Pal, AOR

Mr. Mukesh Kumar, AOR

Mr. S.. Udaya Kumar Sagar, AOR

Mr. Daya Krishan Sharma, AOR
Mr. Rohit Vvats, Adv.

Mrs. Sunita Sharma, Adv.

Mr. Ankit Bhanot, Adv.

Mr. Vikas Yadav, Adv.

M/S. Venkat Palwai Law Associates, AOR

Mr. Rajiv Shankar Dwivedi, Standing Counsel, Adv.
Ms. Pragya Baghel, Standing Counsel, Adv.

Mr. Anirudh Sharma, Adv.

Ms. Tulika Mukherjee, AOR

Mr. Beenu Sharma, Adv.

Mr. Venkat Narayan, Adv.

Mr. Akshay Amritanshu, AOR
Mr. Abhay Nair, Adv.

Mr. Sarthak Srivastava, Adv.
Mr. Mayur Goyal, Adv.

Ms. Deepanwita Priyanka, AOR
Mr. S. Biswal, Adv.

Ms. Priyal Sheth, Adv.

Mr. Karan Sharma, AOR

Ms. Patil Rekha Chandra Gouda, AOR
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Mr. Manish Kumar, AOR
Mr. Divyansh Mishra, Adv.
Mr. Kumar Saurav, Adv.

Mr. Abhay Anil Anturkar, Adv.
Mr. Dhruv Tank, Adv.

Ms. Surbhi Kapoor, AOR

Mr. Bhagwant Deshpande, Adv.
Ms. Subhi Pastor, Adv.

Mr. Sarthak Mehrotra, Adv.
Mr. Uday Gautam, Adv.

Mr. Piyush Hans, D.A.G.
Mr. Ashutosh Kumar Sharma, AOR
Ms. Saakshi Singh Rawat, Adv.

Mr. Anand Nandan, Adv.
Mr. Kuldeep Mishra, Adv.
Mr. Rameshwar Prasad Goyal, AOR

Ms. K. Enatoli Sema, AOR
Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, Adv.
Ms. Chubalemla Chang, Adv.
Mr. Prang Newmai, Adv.

Ms. Yanmi Phazang, Adv.

Mr. Mukesh Kumar Maroria, AOR
Mr. Lakshmeesh S. Kamath, AOR
Mrs. Samriti Ahuja, Adv.

Ms. Aditi Prakash, Adv.

Mr. Sudhir Naagar, AOR

Mr. Arun Kumar Nagar, Adv.
Mr. Roop Chaudhary, Adv.

Mr. Manohar Naagar, Adv.

Mr. Anil Nag, AOR
Mr. Sanya Kashyap, Adv.

UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
ORDER

1. In terms of our earlier order, we are considering the cases of the States of
West Bengal, Kerala and Telangana today.

WEST BENGAL.:

2. We have heard learned senior counsel appearing for the respective
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parties on the minimum qualifications required for appointment as a Special
Educator for Classes | to IV (primary), V to VIII (upper-primary) and IX to X
(secondary).
3. Reference has been made to the guidelines for appointment of Special
Educators, as extracted in the decision of this Court in Rajneesh Kumar
Pandey & Ors vs. Union of India & Ors.!. We discern from the guidelines
that for appointment as Educators for students studying in classes IX to XII,
there is no requirement of the aspiring teachers to qualify the Teachers’
Eligibility Test? whereas such qualification finds express mention for classes | to
VIIl. However, according to Mr. Rishi Malhotra, learned Amicus Curiae and Mr.
Anand Grover, learned senior advocate appearing for the State of West Bengal,
even aspiring teachers for appointment as Special Educators in secondary
schools need to have TET qualification.
4. Our attention has also been drawn to a communication dated 10" June,
2022 made by the Government of India, Ministry of Education, laying down the
norms and standards of pupil - teacher ratio for special schools as well as
modalities for recruitment of special education teachers. Under the heading
“recruitment process”, CTET/TET/NTA score plus demonstration of “Class” has
been mentioned.
5. Placing reliance thereon, it is also the contention that TET is required for
every Special Educator seeking to impart lessons to students of classes IX to XII.
6. In one of the previous orders, where Rajneesh Kumar Pandey (supra)
was referred, this Court’'s attention was not drawn to the fact of TET being
mentioned as an essential qualification for teachers aspiring to be appointed for

classes IX-X.

! (2021) 17 SCC 1
2 TET
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7. Be that as it may, we need the Union of India to clear the confusion. We
are informed that Ms. Aaishwarya Bhati, learned Additional Solicitor General is
engaged to represent the Union of India before us. Unfortunately, she is held up
in another Court. We, thus, adjourn hearing till 17™ February, 2026 at 03.30
p.m.
8. Ms. Bhati shall specifically inform us what the essential qualifications are
for appointment as special educators in each of the three stages of school
education, i.e., primary, upper-primary and secondary. This is imperative
because in previous orders, this Court has required even the teachers aspiring
for appointment in classes IX-X to be TET qualified. If indeed that is not the
requirement of law, there is no reason as to why those aspiring for appointment
in classes IX-XIl should be TET qualified.
9. Since the State of West Bengal has issued a notification notifying 22
February, 2026 as the date for holding the TET for the primary section, such
examination may be conducted and such of the candidates who are willing to
participate therein may do so, awaiting further orders of this Court.
KERALA
10. The State of Kerala was required to file an affidavit touching certain points
by 31 January, 2026.
11. Mr. Raghenth Basant, learned senior counsel appearing for intervenors,
complains that no such affidavit has yet been filed by.
12. Mr. Dinesh, learned senior counsel appearing for the State of Kerala, is
present in Court. He seeks more time.
13. We require the requisite affidavit to be filed by the State of Kerala by 16™

February, 2026 positively.
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TELANGANA

14. An affidavit dated 26" July, 2025 has been filed by the State of Telangana.
Paragraph 3 of such affidavit refers to certain Government orders which have
been issued for filling up 1016 posts of special teachers which comprises of 796
posts in the category of Secondary grade teachers and 220 Special Education
Teachers in the “category of School Assistant”.

15. We require the State to clarify what is meant by “category of School
Assistant”.

16. It is also found from paragraph 6 of the said affidavit that currently 602
Bhavitha centres are operating under Samagra Shiksha in Telangana where two
resource persons are employed on purely contractual basis, as there are no
sanctioned posts available. These resource persons work with Children with
Special Needs, preparing them for integration into mainstream education and
providing therapeutic services. Salary of those resource persons are shared
jointly by the State Government and the Central Government following a 60 : 40
sharing pattern under the Scheme.

17. We need to be apprised by the State as to whether the resource persons
who have been employed in the Centre possess the qualifications for
appointment as special teachers and if so, whether they have been assessed by
the Screening Committee constituted for the purpose in terms of the order of
this Court dated 7" March, 2025.

18. Two weeks’ time is granted to the State of Telangana to file a better

affidavit clarifying the above points.

(JATINDER KAUR) (SUDHIR KUMAR SHARMA)
P.S. to REGISTRAR COURT MASTER (NSH)
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