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SUPREME COURT OF I NDI A
RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS

ORIG NAL SUIT No. 2 of 1988
STATE OF ASSAM Petitioner(s)
VERSUS

UNION OF I NDI A & ORS. Respondent ( s)
(Office report for direction)

Oiginal Suit No. 1 of 1989
(Office report for direction)

Date: 11/03/2013 This Petition was called on for hearing today.

CORAM :
HON BLE MR JUSTICE T.S. THAKUR
HON BLE MRS. JUSTI CE GYAN SUDHA M SRA

For Petitioner(s) Kri shnan Venugopal, Sr. Adv.
Ri ku Sarnma, Adv.

Navnit Kumar, Adv.

.Varti ka Sahay, Adv.

M S Cor porate Law G oup, Adv.
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For Respondent (s) S.Wasim A Qadri, Adv.
D. K. Thakur, Adv.

B. K. Prasad, Adv.

Prat eek Gupta, Adv.

P. Par neswar an, Adv.
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. N. Bal gopal , AG

Kai | ash Vasdev, Sr. adv.
A. P. Mukundan, adv.

K. Enatoli Seenm, Adv.
Amt Kunmar Singh, Adv.
Gopal Singh , Adv
Prakash T.A., Adv.

T. Koza, Adv.

Munkundan Nanbi ar, Adv.
Sanj ay Shandilya, Adv.
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Ms. Meenakshi Arora , Adv

M. Anil Srivastav, adv.
M. Rituraj Biswas, Adv.

UPON hearing counsel the Court nade the foll ow ng
ORDER

We had while adjourning the matter on 18.02.2013 requested
the Conmi ssioner/Secretary to the Governnents of Assam and Nagal and,
In charge of Border Affairs to renmain present in person today. W had
al so requested the Mediators to be present to enable us to examne
whet her the ongoi ng medi ation process is yielding any result and if
so, the time frane within which the same are expected to conclude.
The Mediators and the officers concerned are accordingly present



t oday.

We have heard | earned counsel for the parties as regards
the progress made so far and the desirability of granting further tine
to the nediators to conplete the nediation proceedings. Besides we
have had an opportunity to interact with the officers and the
Medi ators in Chanber. Fromwhat was subnmitted at the Bar by |earned
counsel for the States of Assam and Nagal and and what was reported to
us by the O ficers and the Mediators in the interactive session that
followed we get an inpression that the nediation proceedings have
created a congeni al atnosphere for the parties to arrive at a possible
am cabl e settlement of the border dispute between them W are told
that ever since the nediation proceedings started the incidents of
vi ol ence have cone down substantially and that a general atnosphere
of hope and reconciliation has arisen anong all concerned. We are
al so given to understand that while the State Governnments have found
it difficult to make any concrete

proposal s keeping in view the sensitive nature of the issues and the
possi ble political inplication that any such proposal my have for
either party, the inclination of both the parties to find a solution
is not in doubt. Having said that we have made our concerns explicit
to | earned counsel for the parties, the nediators and the officers
present that the nediation proceedi ngs cannot go on endlessly. The
present suit has been pending in this Court for nore than 25 years
now. Apart fromfram ng i ssues and appointing a Local Conm ssion
not hi ng much has been done in the matter towards a final adjudication
of the dispute on nerits. W were, however, assured by |earned
counsel for the parties and the Mediators that the medi ati on
proceedings will not be an endless affair and can be wound up within a
reasonabl e tine.
In that view we are inclined to extend tinme by four nonths

for the nediators to take the nediation process forward and if
possible to submit a final report or recomendations as the case nmay

be to us. The suit shall in the neantime stand adj ourned to be posted
again in the 1st week of August, 2013. The needful be done in the
meant i e.
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