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These matters were called on for hearing today.
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UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
ORDER

REPORT NO. 92

The learned ASG appearing on behalf of the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) has placed on record an affidavit of the
Member Secretary of the CPCB. It is stated that after opening of
social media account on 29.10.2018, the CPCB has set up a separate
cell for management of complaints on social media being received
from Facebook, Twitter, E mail and CPCB website since 05.11.2018.

It is stated that as many as 749 air pollution complaints have
been received and breakup thereof has been given on affidavit. It
is further stated that during the clear air campaign between
01.11.2018 to 10.11.2018 and a similar campaign initiated by CPCB
between 13.11.2018 to 20.11.2018, about 500 complaints i.e. 67% of
total complaints were attended to by 52 teams of CPCB.

There are still 249 complaints which are pending but they have
been assigned to the respective nodal agencies and are perhaps in
the process of getting resolved.

In view of the time-line, the CPCB has issued directions under
Section 5 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 to these nodal
agencies including local authorities in Delhi NCR responsible for
control of air pollution incidents.

Show-cause directions have also been issued to them indicating
the intent of CPCB to initiate criminal prosecution under Section
15 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 in case of failure to
act in controlling air pollution incidents.

It is submitted by the learned ASG that we may pass orders
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directing the various agencies to comply with the directions of the
CPCB.

This submission is made not only because of laxity of the
agencies in taking action despite directions having been issued by
the CPCB but also because a large number of complaints have been
received on Sameer App between 01.11.2018 to 24.11.2018.

In this context, it 1is stated that 33379 complaints were
received out of which 923 complaints were resolved and 1248 were
attended. 349 complaints are under investigation by the nodal
agencies while 817 complaints are not yet attended by the nodal
agencies.

In view of nodal agencies not taking the issue of air
pollution seriously, we are not inclined to pass any order in this
matter except directing the CPCB, SPCB and Authorities under the

Graded Action Plan to take immediate action for prosecution.

Issue of Western Peripheral Highway

The issue of Western Peripheral Highway does not arise since

it has already been inaugurated.

(MEENAKSHI  KOHLI) (KAILASH CHANDER)
COURT MASTER ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
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