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               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Writ Petition(s)(Civil)  No(s).  4677/1985

M.C.MEHTA                                          Petitioner(s)

                                VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA & ORS.                              Respondent(s)

IN RE: GREENING AND CONNECTED ISSUES IN W.P. (C) NO. 4677/1985
“ONLY” LISTED NAMES OF FOLLOWING ADVOCATES MAY BE TREATED TO HAVE
BEEN SHOWN IN THE LIST : MR. S GURU KRISHNA KUMAR, SR. ADVOCATE
(A.C.) MS. ANITHA SHENOY, SR. ADVOCATE (A.C.) MR. A.D.N. RAO, SR.
ADVOCATE  (A.C.)  MR.  SIDDHARTHA  CHOWDHURY,  ADVOCATE  (A.C.)
PETITIONER-IN-PERSON MR. G.S. MAKKER, MR. AMRISH KUMAR, MR. M.K.
MARORIA, MR. PRAVEEN SWARUP, MS. MANIKA TRIPATHY, MR. CHIRAG M.
SHROFF, MR. NISHIT AGRAWAL, MR. MANAN VERMA, ADVOCATES 
 
Date : 17-02-2025 This petition was called on for hearing today.

CORAM : 
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE ABHAY S. OKA
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE UJJAL BHUYAN

                   Mr. S.Guru Krishna Kumar,Sr.Adv.(Amicus Curiae)
                   Ms. Anitha Shenoy, Sr.Adv.(Amicus Curiae)
                   Mr. A.D.N.Rao,Sr.Adv.(Amicus Curiae)
                   Mr. Siddhartha Chowdhury,Adv.
                   Ms. Srishti Agnihotri, AOR
                   Ms. Ayushma Awasthi, Adv.
                   Ms. Himanshi Gupta, Adv.
                   Mr. Ashwin K., Adv.
                   Mr. Vishesh Goel, Adv.
                   Ms. Sanjana Grace Thomas, Adv.
                   Mr. D.P. Singh, Adv.

For the parties:   
                   Mrs. Aishwarya Bhati, A.S.G.
                   Ms. Swarupama Chaturvedi,Sr.Adv.
                   Ms. Ruchi Kohli,Sr.Adv.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Maroria, AOR
                   Mr. Rajesh Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajat Nair, Adv.
                   Mrs. Suhashini Sen, Adv.
                   Mr. S S Rebello, Adv.
                   Mr. Navanjay Mahapatra, Adv.
                   Mr. T S Sabarish, Adv.
                   Mr. Mayank Pandey, Adv.
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                   Mr. Madhav Sinhal, Adv.
                   Mr. A Sirajudeen, Adv.
                   Mr. P V Yogeswaran, Adv.
                   Mr. Sharath Nambiar, Adv.
                   Mr. B K Satija, Adv.
                   Ms. Shraddha  Deshmukh, Adv.
                   Mr. Chitransh Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Sarthak Karol, Adv.
                   Mr. Kritagya Kumar Kait, Adv.
                   Mr. Manish, Adv.
                   Ms. Sunanda Shukla, Adv.                        
                   Mr. Sudarshan Lamba, AOR
                   Mr. Annirudh Sharma-ii, Adv.
                   Ms. Shagun Thakur, Adv.
                   Ms. Chitrangda Rastravara, Adv.
                   Mr. Chinmayee Chandra, Adv.
                   Dr. N. Visakamurthy, AOR

                   Mr. Sanjiv Sen, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Praveen Swarup, AOR
                   Mr. Ravi Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Pragyan Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Devesh Maurya, Adv.
                   Mr. Dheeraj Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashank Singh, Adv.

                   Mr. Lokesh Sinhal, Sr. A.A.G.
                   Mr. B.k. Satija, A.A.G.
                   Mr. Akshay Amritanshu, AOR
                   Mr. Rahul Khurana, Adv.
                   Mr. Nikunj Gupta, Adv.
                   Ms. Drishti Saraf, Adv.
                   Ms. Pragya Upadhyay, Adv.
                   Ms. Aakanksha, Adv.
                
                   Petitioner-in-person
                    
                   Dr. Surender Singh Hooda, AOR

                   M/S.  Parekh & Co., AOR

                   Mr. Neeraj Kumar Gupta, AOR

                   Mr. Tarun Johri, AOR

                   Mr. Avinash Kr. Lakhanpal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sanjay Kapur, AOR
                   Mr. Arjun Bhatia, Adv.
                   Mr. Annu Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Vijay Yadav, Adv.
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                   Mr. T. L. Garg, AOR

                   Mr. Shiv Prakash Pandey, AOR

                   Mr. Pranaya Kumar Mohapatra, AOR

                   Mr. Ashwani Kumar, AOR
                   Mrs. Rachana Joshi Issar, AOR

                   Mr. Harish Pandey, AOR

                   Mr. V. K. Verma, AOR

                   Mr. Prashant Chaudhary, AOR

                   Mrs. Rekha Pandey, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Pravir Choudhary, AOR
                   Mr. Reepak Kansal, Adv.
                   Mr. Navdeep Garg, Adv.
                   Ms. Shama Praveen, Adv.
                   Mr. Prabhoo Dayal Tiwari, Adv.
                   Mr. Radhey Sham, Adv.
                   Mr. Ajay Kumar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Nikilesh Ramachandran, AOR                  
                   
                   Ms. Prerna Mehta, AOR

                   Mr. Sunil Kumar Jain, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Ravi Kumar Tomar, AOR
                   Mr. Neeraj Kumar Sharma, Adv.
                   Dr. Sujan Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Kanchan, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajbir Singh Attri, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Tejaswi Kumar Pradhan, AOR
                   Mr. Pranab Kumar Samantray, Adv.
                   Mr. Manoranjan Paikray, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. P. Parmeswaran, AOR

                   Mr. Gunnam Venkateswara Rao, AOR

                   Mr. Abhay Kumar, AOR

                   Mr. Devendra Singh, AOR

                   Mr. A. Venayagam Balan, AOR                   
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                   Ms. Binu Tamta, AOR

                   Mr. Shekhar Kumar, AOR

                   Mrs. Anil Katiyar, AOR

                   Ms. Anu Gupta, AOR

                   Ms. Manju Jetley, AOR

                   Ms. Sharmila Upadhyay, AOR

                   Mr. Satish Aggarwal, AOR

                   Mr. Satyendra Kumar, AOR

                   Mr. Ajit Sharma, AOR

                   Mr. Suresh Chandra Tripathy, AOR

                   Mr. Md. Farman, AOR

                   Ms. Ruby Singh Ahuja, AOR

                   Mr. Sudhir Naagar, AOR

                   Mr. Venkateswara Rao Anumolu, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Abhijit Sengupta, AOR
                   Ms. Sunita Kumari, Adv.
                   Mr. Paras Chauhan, Adv.
                   Mr. Amar Nath Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. R.S.Mishra, Adv.
                   Ms. Kuheli Mitra, Adv.
                   Mr. Navneet Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Raj Kamal, AOR

                   Mr. Himinder Lal, AOR

                   Ms. Rukhsana Choudhury, AOR

                   Mr. Harsh V. Surana, AOR

                   Mr. Jasmeet Singh, AOR

                   Mr. Rajat Joseph, AOR

                   Mr. Gaurav Goel, AOR

                   Mr. Umesh Kumar Khaitan, AOR
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                   Ms. Vanita Bhargava, AOR

                   Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Anando Mukherjee, AOR
                   Mr. Shwetank Singh, Adv.                        
                                      
                   Mr. T. Mahipal, AOR

                   Mr. S. S. Shroff, AOR

                   Ms. Firdouse Qutb Wani, AOR

                   Mr. Kamal Mohan Gupta, AOR

                   Mr. Sunny Choudhary, AOR

                   Mr. D. K. Devesh, AOR

                   Mr. Kailas Bajirao Autade, AOR

                   Mr. Anand Varma, AOR

                   Mr. Arvind Kumar Sharma, AOR

                   Mr. Rameshwar Prasad Goyal, AOR

                   Mr. Prithu Garg, AOR

                   Mr. Krishnanand Pandeya, AOR

                   Ms. Neha Sharma, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Smarhar Singh, AOR
                   Ms. Shweta Kumari, Adv.
                   Mr. Vikas Chopra, Adv.
                   Mr. Pankaj Prakash, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Abhinav Agrawal, AOR

                   Mr. Avadh Bihari Kaushik, AOR                  

                   Mr. Shekhar Prit Jha, AOR
                   Mr. Anurag Bansal, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. S. Janani, AOR

                   Mrs. Gargi Khanna, AOR
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                   Mr. Somnath Mukherjee, AOR

                   Ms. Mayuri Raghuvanshi, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Saurabh Mishra, AOR
                   Mr. Shrimay Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Rakesh Chander, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Siddhartha Chowdhury, AOR

                   Mr. Sanjeev Malhotra, AOR

                   Mr. Amarjit Singh Bedi, AOR

                   Mr. Vishnu Sharma, AOR

                   Mr. Vivek Narayan Sharma, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Ravindra Kumar, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Binay Kumar Das, AOR
                   Ms. Priyanka Das, Adv.
                   Ms. Neha Das, Adv.
                   Mr. Shivam Saksena, Adv.
                   Mr. Vikas Bharti, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Guntur Pramod Kumar, AOR
                   Ms. Prerna Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Dhruv Yadav, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Abinash Kumar Mishra, AOR

                   Ms. Nidhi Mohan Parashar, AOR

                   Mr. Purna Chandra Patnaik, AOR

                   Mr. Ramesh Kumar Mishra, AOR

                   Mr. Arvind Gupta, AOR

                   Dr. Arvind S. Avhad, AOR

                   Ms. Madhu Sikri, AOR

                   Mr. K. V. Mohan, AOR

                   Mr. Arjun Garg, AOR

                   Mr. Shrey Kapoor , AOR

                   Mr. Karunakar Mahalik, AOR
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                   Mr. Yoginder Handoo, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Tejaswi Kumar Pradhan, AOR
                   Mr. Pranab Kumar Samantray, Adv.
                   Mr. Manoranjan Paikray, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Ambhoj Kumar Sinha, AOR

                   Ms. Binu Tamta, AOR

                   Mrs. Rani Chhabra, AOR

                   Mr. Vishnu Kant, AOR
                   
                   Mr. V. N. Raghupathy, AOR
                   Ms. Mythili S, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. A. Raghunath, AOR

                   Mr. Prakash Ranjan Nayak, AOR

                   Ms. Sharmila Upadhyay, AOR

                   Mr. R. C. Kohli, AOR

                   Mr. T. V. George, AOR

                   Ms. Smita Maan, AOR

                   Mr. Tarun Gupta, AOR

                   Mr. Abhinav Shrivastava, AOR

                   Mr. Prashant Bhushan, AOR

                   Mr. Alok Gupta, AOR

                   M/S. Unuc Legal Llp, AOR

                   Mr. D S Mehra, AOR

                   M/S. Mitter & Mitter Co., AOR

                   Mr. Bimlesh Kumar Singh, AOR                   

                   Mr. Vivek Narayan Sharma, AOR

                   Mr. Ravinder Kumar Yadav, AOR
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                   Mr. Lokesh Sinhal, Sr. A.A.G.
                   Mr. B.K. Satija, A.A.G.
                   Mr. Rahul Khurana, Adv.
                   Mr. Samar Vijay Singh, AOR
                   Mr. Nikunj Gupta, Adv.
                   Ms. Himanshi Sakhya, Adv.
                   Ms. Aakanksha, Adv.
                   Ms. Sabarni Som, Adv.
                   Mr. Gyanesh Kumar Maheshwari, Adv.
                   Dr. Ratipal Singh Tanwar, Adv.
                   Mr. Mohan Dattatraya Armakar, Adv.
                   Mr. Mahabir Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Vishal Prasad, Adv.
                   Mr. Vivek Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Prakhar Garg, Adv.                  
                   
                   Mr. Dinesh Chandra Pandey, AOR

                   Mr. Raj Bahadur Yadav, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Kiran Kumar Patra, AOR
                   Mr. Preetish Sahu, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Rajesh Kumar Chaurasia, AOR

                   Ms. Richa Kapoor, AOR

                   Mr. Akshay Verma, AOR

                   Mr. Gagan Gupta, AOR

                   Mr. Anand Mishra, AOR

                   Mr. Ejaz Maqbool, AOR

                   Mr. Chanchal Kumar Ganguli, AOR

                   Dr. Surender Singh Hooda, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Siddharth Sengar, Adv.
                   Mr. Shantanu Krishna, AOR
                   Mr. Alok Kumar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Ekansh Mishra, AOR                   
                   
                   M/S. Karanjawala & Co., AOR

                   Mr. Ashok Anand, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Rooh-e-hina Dua, AOR
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                   Ms. K. V. Bharathi Upadhyaya, AOR
                   Mr. Sufyan Hasan, Adv.
                   Ms. Hema Malik, Adv.             
                   
                   Mr. Haresh Raichura, AOR
                   Mrs. Saroj Raichura, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Shagun Matta, AOR

                   Mr. Samir Malik, AOR

                   Mr. Krishna Pal Singh, AOR

                   Intervenor-in-person
                   
                   Mr. Ilin Saraswat, Adv.
                   Ms. Ilma Saifi, Adv.
                   Mrs. Poonam Seth, Adv.
                   Mrs. Anita Rani, Adv.
                   Ms. Varsha Hotwani, Adv.
                   Mr. M. M. Kashyap, AOR                   
                   
                   Mr. Shiv Mangal Sharma, A.A.G.
                   Mr. Milind Kumar, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Udita Singh, AOR

                   Ms. Anuradha Mutatkar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Chirag M. Shroff, AOR
                   Mrs. Mahima C Shroff, Adv.
                   Mr. Anand Thumbayil, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Shyam D. Nandan, AOR

                   Mrs. Priya Puri, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shashank Bajpai, Adv.
                   Ms. Stuti Karwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Zeeshan Diwan, AOR
                                      
                   Mr. Rakesh Mishra, AOR
                   Mr. Alok Kumar Pandey, Adv.
                   Ms. Kiran Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. Pratyaksh Semwal, Adv.
                   Ms. Madhumeet Kaur, Adv.
                                      
                   M/S.  M. V. Kini & Associates, AOR
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                   Mr. Rajivkumar, AOR
                   Mr. Binod Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. J.k Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Sanjeev Gupta, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Manoj K. Mishra, AOR
                   Mr. Umesh Dubey, Adv.
                   Mr. Madhulika, Adv.
                   Mr. Vuzmal Nehru, Adv.
                   Mr. Anand Kumar Rai, Adv.
                   Mr. Vinay Rai, Adv.
                   Ms. Rajshree Rai, Adv.
                   Mr. Bhim Pratap Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Amrish Kumar, AOR

                   Ms. Supriya Juneja, AOR

                   Mr. Anand Shankar, AOR                  

                   Mr. Ajay Vikram Singh, AOR
                   Mrs. Priyanka Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. M Aamir Faiyaz, Adv.
                   Ms. Jyotsna Sharma, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Abhas Kumar, AOR

                   Ms. Akriti Chaubey , AOR

                   Ms. Pratibha Jain, AOR

                   Mr. Ajay Pal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shekhar G Devasa, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Manish Tiwari, Adv.
                   Mr. Pawan Shyam, Adv.
                   Ms. Thashmitha Muthanna, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashi Bhushan Nagar, Adv.
                   Mr. Vishwanath Chaturvedi, Adv.
                   For M/S.  Devasa & Co., AOR
                   
                   Ms. Astha Sharma, AOR                   

                   Mr. Kunal Mimani, AOR
                   Mr. Prashant Alai,Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Manan Verma, AOR

                   Mr. Rahul Narayan, AOR
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                   Ms. Ginny J.Rautray,Adv.
                   Mr. Ranvijay Singh,Adv.
                   Ms. Devika Thakur,Adv.
                   Ms. Kanchan Kaur Dhodi,Adv.

                   Mr. Divyanshu Kumar Srivastava, AOR
                   Mr. Yash Jain,Adv.

                   Mr. Ajay Kumar Singh, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Dhananjay Garg, AOR
                   Mr. Abhishek Garg, Adv.
                   Mr. Praveen Bajaj, Adv.
                   Mr. Rahul Verma, Adv.
                   Mr. Chaudhary Shamsuddin Khan, Adv.
                   Mr. D. K. Garg, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. B. Vijayalakshmi Menon, AOR

                   Mr. Nishit Agrawal, AOR

                   Ms. Rakhi Ray, AOR

                   Ms. Manika Tripathy, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Mayank Aggarwal, AOR
                   Mr. Vineet Yadav, Adv.
                   Mr. Amir Yadav, Adv.
                   
                   
          UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                             O R D E R

IN RE: GREENING AND CONNECTED ISSUES

1. We  have  perused  our  order  dated  26th  June,  2024

wherein a direction was issued to the Forest  Department

of  the  Delhi  Government  to  convene  a  meeting  of  the

concerned authorities in the presence of a Committee of

the three experts to discuss comprehensive measures to be

taken to enhance the green cover of the Government of

National  Capital  Territory  of  Delhi  (GNCTD).  Earlier

orders show that hardly anything concrete was done by the

Secretary  of  the  Forest  Department  in  terms  of  this
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Court's order dated  26th  June, 2024.  Therefore, it is

necessary for us to appoint an expert agency to prepare

an action plan for enhancing the green cover of the area

under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  GNCTD.  Enhancing  green

cover  means  that  a  massive  afforestation  drive  to

increase the comprehensive tree cover of the area falling

within the limits of the GNCTD must be undertaken.

2. We,  therefore,  appoint  the  Forest  Research

Institute, Dehradun, Uttarakhand (for short, " the FRI")

as the agency to prepare an action plan for enhancing the

green  cover  which  includes  initiating  a  massive

afforestation drive in the area covered by the GNCTD.

The mandate of the agency will be as under:

"Mandate of the Agency

1. Afforestation Plan:

 Assess the current status of green cover and

identify  suitable  sites  for  afforestation.

More focus shall be given to areas with low

green cover.

 Develop  a  comprehensive  afforestation

plan/strategy,  including  species  selection

(suitable for climate conditions of Delhi),

scientific  planting  techniques,  and

maintenance plans.

 Ensure  that  afforestation  plan  aligns  with

the Green Action Plan of NCTD with particular

reference to the target of 33% green cover

vis-a-vis tree/forest cover.
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 Provide  technical  expertise  in  mapping,

surveying and monitoring of the afforestation

efforts.

 Use  satellite  data  and  Geographical

Information System (GIS) tools to assess the

progress  and  impact  of  the  afforestation

plan.

 Provide  training  and  capacity-building

workshops  for  field  staff  on  periodic

maintenance.

2. Coordination with Forest Agencies:

 Work closely with Forest Department of NCTD

to  facilitate  the  monitoring  of  progress,

research on species suitability and planting

methods,  and  the  implementation  of

afforestation work on the ground.

3. Generally:

 Provide  overall  guidance,  technical

expertise, and oversight to ensure progress

as per the afforestation plan.

 Conduct periodic audits and reviews to ensure

transparent and effective use of resources.

4. Roles and Responsibilities of Forest
               Department, Government of NCTD:

 Ensure  provision  of  land,  resources,  and

manpower  for  implementing  the  afforestation

plan.

 Coordinate  with  local  bodies  (MCD/DDA)  for

land-use planning, especially in areas with

high potential for greening and in areas with

low density of green cover."
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3. A copy of this order shall be forwarded to the FRI.

The FRI shall file an affidavit setting out the timelines

in the following terms:

"III. Timeline

 Phase 1: Planning and Strategy Development:

 Phase  2:  Pilot  Projects  and  Initial

Afforestation:

 Phase 3: Full-Scale Implementation:

 Phase 4: Ongoing Monitoring and Evaluation:"

4. The agency will also set out in the affidavit the

requirement of funds required for the project so that

necessary directions can be issued for payment of the

requisite amount to the agency.

5. We grant time of one month to the FRI to file a

compliance  affidavit  which  will  be  considered  on  26th

March, 2025 at 3.00 p.m. The affidavit shall be sent by

the FRI to the learned Amicus Curiae.

6. Our  attention  is  invited  to  the  various  orders

passed by the Delhi High Court in Writ Petition (Civil)

No.7253 of 2023 which show that a Committee headed by Mr.

Justice Nazmi Waziri, a retired Judge of the Delhi High

Court has undertaken the task of identification of all

deemed forests within the area of GNCTD.  Needless to add

that the FRI shall take feed back and suggestions from

the  Committee  headed  by  Mr.  Justice  Nazmi  Waziri,  a

retired Judge of the Delhi High Court.
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IN RE: TREE AUTHORITY

7. We have perused the affidavit of the Conservator of

Forests-cum-Member Secretary, Tree Authority, Government

of National Capital Territory of Delhi, New Delhi.  We

fail  to  understand  why  a  Working  Committee  has  been

constituted  contrary  to  the  directions  issued  by  this

Court in order dated 19th  December, 2024.  The learned

Additional  Solicitor  General  appearing  for  the  State

Government states that the order will be withdrawn.

8. We  clarify  that  the  FRI  and  the  three  experts

appointed under our order dated  19th  December, 2024 are

free to take the services of Geo-Spatial Delhi Limited

(GSDL).  We fail to understand why time of 12 weeks is

sought  by  the  Conservator  of  Forests,  in  terms  of

paragraph 8. The affidavit in terms of the our earlier

order  will  have  to  be  filed  by  the  FRI,  Dehradun,

Uttarakhand and not by the Conservator of Forests.

9. We direct the FRI to file an affidavit in terms of

this  Court's  order  dated  19th  December,  2024  within  a

period of one month from today.  The affidavit to be sent

to  the  learned  Amicus  Curiae.   We  will  consider  the

affidavit on 26th March, 2025 at 3.00 p.m.

IN RE:IA No.135709 OF 2024

10. Our  attention  is  invited  to  the  certain  orders

passed by the Delhi High Court regarding implementation

of the Delhi Preservation Of Trees Act, 1994.
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11. We  will  have  to  examine  whether  there  is  any

conflict  between  the  order  dated  19th  December,  2024

passed by this Court and the orders passed by the Delhi

High Court. To consider this issue, the application shall

be listed on 24th March, 2025 at 3.00 p.m.

12. A note filed by the learned Amicus Curiae appointed

by the Delhi High Court shall be also kept along with

this application.

(ANITA MALHOTRA)                           (AVGV RAMU)
   AR-CUM-PS                              COURT MASTER
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