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I N THE SUPREME COURT OF | NDI A
CRI M NAL APPELLATE JURI SDI CTI ON
CRI M NAL APPEAL NQ(S). 2027 OF 2008

OBLAPURA BASAVARAJ & ORS. APPELLANT( S)
VERSUS

STATE OF KARNATAKA RESPONDENT( S)

ORDER

Hear d | ear ned counsel for t he parties and al so

perused the rel evant record.
W find t hat originally thirty five persons wer e
tried for t he nmur der of one Maregowda  on 26. 07. 2001. The

trial Court convicted four and acquitted the remai ni ng

thirty one persons. Qut of the four, one person died during

t he pendency of t he pr oceedi ngs bef ore t he Hi gh Court.

bl apura Basavar aj , Sander a Mal | eshi and Koteppa are t he
three appellants before this Court.

W have considered the evidence on record. W

find that the evidence about their involvenent in the crine

is not consi stent. They have r emai ned in cust ody for nor e
t han ni ne years and wer e grant ed bai | by this Court on

22.09. 2014, after noticing this fact.

Having regard to the entirety of the matter, we
are of view that appel I ants are entitled to benefi t of
doubt .

Accordingly, we allow this appeal and set asi de
2
t he conviction and sentence of t he appel | ant s. The
appel I ants are on bai | . Thei r bai | bonds shal | st and
di schar ged.
Pendi ng appl i cations, i f any, shal | al so st and
di sposed of.
.......................... J.
[ ADARSH KUMAR GOEL]
.......................... J.
[ UDAY UMESH LALI T]
NEW DELHI
27TH APRI L, 2017
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SUPREME COURT OF I NDI A
RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS
Crim nal Appeal No(s). 2027/2008

OBLAPURA BASAVRAJ & ORS. Appel | ant (s)
VERSUS
STATE OF KARNATAKA Respondent ( s)
(Wth appl n. (s) for bai | and permssion to file additional

docunents and exenption fromfiling OT. and office report)
Date : 27/04/2017 This appeal was called on for hearing today.
CORAM :
HON&#39; BLE MR, JUSTI CE ADARSH KUMAR GCEL
HON&#39; BLE MR JUSTI CE UDAY UMESH LALIT
For Appellant(s) M. A T.M Rangaranmanujam Sr. Adv.
Ms. Anu QGupt a, Adv.
M. Pawan Kumar Sharma, Adv.
M. Pratyush Raj, Adv.
For Respondent(s) M. Joseph Aristotle S., Adv.
Ms. Priya Aristotle, Adv.
Ms. K. Priyadarshini, Adv.
M. Ashish Yadav, Adv.
Ms. Romsha Raj, Adv.
Ms. Anitha Shenoy, Adv.

UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the follow ng
ORDER
The appeals are allowed in ternms of the signed order.
Pendi ng application(s), if any, shall also stand disposed



of .

( SWETA DHYAN!) (VEENA KHERA )
SR P. A COURT MASTER
(Signed order is placed on the file)



