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SUPREMECOURT OF I NDI A
RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS
SPECI AL LEAVE PETITION (ClVIL) NOCS.28116-28123 CF 2010

STERLI TE | NDUSTRIES (1) LTD. ETC. ETC. Petitioner(s)
VERSUS

UNION OF | NDIA AND ORS. ETC. ETC. Respondent ( s)

Date: 11/10/2011 These Petitions were called on for judgnment today.

For Petitioner(s) M. E.C. Agrawal a, Adv.

For Respondent (s) Respondent - | n- Per son

M. Subranoni um Prasad, Adv.
M. Shivaji M Jadhav, Adv.
M. M A Chi nnasany, Adv.

M. Abhay Kumar, Adv.

M. P. Soma Sundaram Adv.

Hon' bl e M. Justice A K. Patnai k pronounced the
order of the Bench conprising of Hon'ble M. Justice R V.
Raveendran and Hi s Lordshi p.

In terms of the signed non-reportable order, the
Tami | Nadu Pollution Control Board to issue directions,
in exercise of its powers under the Air (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 and Water (Prevention and
Contr ol of Pol | uti on) Act, 1974, to the petitioners-
industry to carry out the aforesaid neasures and renove
the aforesaid deficiencies within such tinme as it thinks

reasonabl e and proper. The directions will be issued by
the Tanmi| Nadu Pollution Control Board within two weeks
from today. The matter will be listed in the first week
of January, 2012 and the interim stay of the inpugned
judgnent will continue till then.
( Ravi P. Verma ) ( MS. Negi )
AR- cum PS Court Master

[ Si gned non-reportable order is placed on the file]
Non- Report abl e

I'N THE SUPREME COURT OF | NDI A
Cl VI L APPELLATE JURI SDI CTI ON
SPECI AL LEAVE PETTION (C) NGs. 28116-28123 OF 2010

Sterlite Industries (1) Ltd. Etc. Etc.
Petitioners

Ver sus
Union of India & Ors. Etc. Etc.
Respondent s
ORDER

A. K PATNAI K, J.



W have heard M. C. A Sundram |earned counsel for
the petitioners, M. Vaiko in-person for respondent no.1
M. V. Prakash, |earned counsel for the respondent no. 2,
M. Quru Krishna Kumar, |earned Additional A.G for the
Governnent of Tami | Nadu, M. Subramani um Prasad, |earned
counsel for the Tami| Nadu Pollution Control Board, and M.
Vijay Panjwani, |earned counsel for the Central Pollution

Control Board.

2. The Hi gh Court has by the inpugned judgment inter
alia directed that the industrial unit of the petitioner be
cl osedown i medi ately because of t he envi ronnent al

pol lution caused by the industrial unit. On 01.10. 2010
this Court directed that the matter be listed on 18.10. 2010

and stayed the inmpugned judgnment of the High Court till

t hen. On 18.10. 2010, the Court issued notice and continued

the interimstay. The Court has continued the interimstay
fromtime to time.

3. When the matter was taken up on 25.02.2011, the

Court after hearing | earned counsel for the parties was of

the view that an independent assessnent of the present

situation and condi tion of t he i ndustri al unit of t he
petitioners, and its effect with reference to environnental

pol lution by National Environnmental Engineering Research

Institute (NEERI) , after a j oi nt i nspection with t he
officials of Central Pollution Control Board, Tami| Nadu

Pol I uti on Control Board and the PIL petitioners before the

Hi gh Court, will help the Court to arrive at a decision and

accordi ngly directed NEERI to make a pol lution and
envi ronnent al i mpact assessnent and submi t its report.

Accordingly, NEERI carried out the inspection during 6th to
8th April, 2011 and 19th to 22nd April, 2011 and submtted

its report.

4. On 18.07.2011, the Court directed the Tam | Nadu



Government as also the Tami| Nadu Pollution Control Board

to subnit their coments/suggestions with reference to the

NEERI report so that the Court can have a clear view about

the existing position. On 25.08.2011, the Court after

perusing the Status Report of the Tami| Nadu Pol | ution
Control Board directed the Tami| Nadu Pol |l ution Contro

Board to file a synopsis specifying the deficiencies with
reference to the NEERI report and suggest control mneasures

that should be taken by the petitioners so that the Court

can consi der t he direction to be i ssued for remedi al

measures which can be nonitored by the Tami| Nadu Pol | ution

Control Board.

5. The Tanmi| Nadu Pollution Control Board has fil ed
al ong with an af fidavit dat ed 30. 08. 2011, a Chart
defi ci enci es and nmeasur es to be i mpl enent ed by

petitioners-industry which is to the follow ng effect:

Sl . No Def i ci ency Measur es Suggest ed

I To inprove (1) Hoods with extraction system
the em ssion are to be installed for
control col l ection of fugitive
efficiency em ssi on at (i) snel ter
in the | ance, (i) snel ter feed
process port, (iii) rotary holding
section furnace-slag granul ation &

(iv) matte tapping and to be
connect ed to t he contro
measur es. In view of the
above addi ti onal em ssi on
| oad, the em ssion contro
nmeasur es of scrubbing system
has to be enhanced.

(2) One bag house at snelter is
to be installed prior to
scrubber, to control dust
em ssi on.

(3) One bag house at converter
is to be installed prior to
scrubber, to control dust

emi ssi on.

(4) Regulative nmeasur e for
peri odi cal soot bl owi ng
operation in wast e heat
recovery boiler is to be
i mpl emrent ed to prevent

sudden eni ssion | oad of soot
particul ates.
Il To i nprove (1) Ducts to collect all the

of

t he



fugitive
em ssi on
contr ol

To inprove
ef fl uent
treat nent
operation

To i nprove

di sposal of
rejects
arising from
ef fl uent
treat nent

Pl ant

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(1

(2)

(3)

(1

(2)

fugitive enission and contro
nmeasur e of flue gas
desul phuri zation system
consisting of bag filter and
2 stage |linme scrubber are to

be provi ded, as per t he
engi neering st udy carried
out.

Gypsum conveyor belt is to be
made fully closed so as to
prevent fugitive em ssions.

The unpaved roads within the
i ndustry prem ses should be
pave to control the dust due
to novenent of vehicles.

The frequency of wat er
sprinkling on roads is to be
increased to 4 tines per

shift to reduce the re-
suspended dust particles due
to novenent of vehicles.

Per manent wat er sprinkl ers
are to be provided at gypsum
pond area and roc phosphate

ar ea.

The cheni cal treat nent
conpri si ng coagul ati on-
floccul ation and settling
is to be oper at ed
effectively to optim ze
the treatnent efficiency
so as to i nprove the
perf or mance of fluoride
renove.

The existing reverse

osnmosis plant is to be
operated to the maxi mum

capacity of 1, 600
kiloliters per day and
mai nt ai ned so as to

recover, recycle and reuse
t he perneate.

Iron renmoval plant as a
pretreatnment facility to
reverse osnosis systemis
to be installed for
sust ai ni ng t he menbr ane
I'ife and achieving optinmm
menbr ane performance.

The evaporati on system al ong
with drying facility nust be
expanded to cope up with the
capacity of the reverse
osnmosi s plant and inproved to
generate the concentrate in
solid form

The reverse osnpsis rejects
stored in t he t enpor ary
storage ponds nust be taken



\l

VI |

VI

To inprove
raw materi al
storage and
handl i ng

To i nprove
st orm wat er
dr ai nage and
col l ection
system

To inprove
solid waste
di sposa

To i nprove

for concentration and drying
fol |l owed by di sposal in
secured landfill facility.

(3) The tenporary storage ponds

provided for di sposal  of
reverse osnosis rejects nust
be renoved, in vi ew of
capacity augnent ati on of
evaporator system

(1) The raw nmaterial of copper

concentrate is to be stored
in a cl osed shed and
received & transferred in

cl osed conveyor system

(2) Al the chenmni cal st or age

tanks are to be provided

with dykes to avoid the
possibility of any
acci dental discharge

(1) The deposited silt in the

stormwater drains is to be
renoved and di sposed off in
secured landfill facility and

this is to be practiced
regul arly to prevent any
pol l utant carryover and to
avoi d wat er | oggi ng.

(2) Additional r ai nwat er

coll ection reservoir w th

storage capacity of 30, 000-

50, 000 cubicneter, is to be
provi ded to prevent discharge
of runoff fromthe critica

st orage/ process plant areas,
during peak precipitation,
taking into consideration of

t he recent updat ed
met eor ol ogi cal dat a and
maxi mum i ndustri al

utilization.
(1) The sold waste of slag is to

be stored within t he

stipulated 10 hectares of

| and with a restricted

stacki ng height of 12 neters
so as to adhere with the safe
| oad bearing capacity of 25
metric ton per square neter
of the underlying soil/land
in that area.

(2) The slag is to be disposed
for beneficial uses, such as
r oad formation, shot
bl asti ng, abr asi ve
production, cenment aggregate
maki ng and ot her rel evant
areas of application, with

appr oval from concer ned
agenci es. The nmont hl y
di sposal nust be at |east 50%
nor e t han t he nont hl'y

generation quantities of both
sl ag and gypsum
(1) Additional el ectromagnetic
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i ssue directions,

noni tori ng
of air
quality,

ef fl uent and
wat er
consunpti on

To i nprove
greenbel t
devel opnent

(3)

(4)

(1

(2)

(3)

flow neters (12 Nos.) are to
be provided to assess (i) raw
wat er consunption (4 Nos.),
(ii) rain water consunption

(3 Nos.) and (iii) waste

wat er generation & waste
wat er reuse (5 Nos.)

(2) Online pH neter is to be
provided in reaction tanks of

the effluent treatnent plants

to ensure optinmum pH for

effective precipitation of

the pollutants.

Fl uori de concentration in
groundwat er at gypsum storage
ponds is to be regularly

noni t or ed, recorded and
ensured with the baseline
fluoride concentration

Heal t h noni toring of the
people living in the nearby
villages is to be carried out
at | east once every six
nont hs.

Around 26 hectares of |and
within the industry prem ses
is to be earmarked and
devel oped as greenbelt, to
the width of 25 neters.

G eenbelt cover should be

i mproved around t he
peri phery of t he snel ter
pl ant, sl ag yard, gypsum

pond and secured | andfil
facility to act as barrier

to control secondary
fugitive enissions.

The native species (achras
sapot a, azadirachta indica,

cassi a fistula, cassi a
sl anea, casuari nas
equi setifolia, eucal ypt us
sp. FI cus benghal ensi s,
ficul eligiosa, mllingtonia

hort ensi s, oringa sp.
Pel t ophor um ferrugi neum
pol yat hi a lingifclia,

pongar ni a pinnata, prospis
juliflora, tabefuia rosea
termnalia cat appa,
t hespesi a popul nea, etc.)
shoul d be planted in new
areas of greenbelt cover."

We direct the Tami| Nadu Pollution Control Board to

in exercise of its powers under the Air

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 and Water

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, to the

petitioners-industry to carry out the aforesaid nmeasures



and renove the aforesaid deficiencies within such tinme as
it thinks reasonabl e and proper. The directions will be
i ssued by the Tami| Nadu Pollution Control Board within two
weeks from today. The matter will be listed in the first

week of January, 2012 and the interimstay of the inpugned

judgnent will continue till then.
.................... J.
(R V. Raveendran)
.................... J.
(A. K Patnaik)
New Del hi ,

Cct ober 11, 2011.



