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UPON hearing counsel the Court made the follow ng
ORDER

We have requested the learned Solicitor General of India to assist
the Court in this case along with M. Siddharth Luthra, |earned ASG

We have heard | earned counsel appearing for the various parties at
some | engt h.

It remains undisputed that it is not an adversial litigation. e
must appreciate the attitude adopted on behalf of the various Governnents,
statutory bodies as well as the private enterpreneurs.

Lack of public anenities, facilities, health care, particularly
the high rate of nortality, which has been highlighted in the various press
cuttings and in our order dated 13th July, 2012, requires attention of al
concer ned. This being a nmatter of serious concern, having serious
technical, geographical and environmental issues, it will not be
appropriate for this Court to venture into providing detailed steps and
measures that are required to be taken by the Union of India, State
Governnment and the Shrine Board. This Court lacks the expertise in this



regard. But, at the sane tine, it is not a matter which can be ignhored by
this Court, as the basic and fundanental rights of the <citizens of this
country are at stake.

Thus, we consider it appropriate to constitute a Special High
Powered Conmittee (for short 'SHPC ) which would visit the site, exanine
various facets and submit its suggestions in the form of a Report that
woul d enable this Court to pass appropriate directions. The inspection by
the SHPC and its sugestions should be ainmed at protecting the interest of
the wyatris, ensuring proper nanagenent, due regard to envi ronnent al
protection and ensure health care. W do not wish to linit the scope of
enqui ry and consequenti al suggestions by the SHPC

For this purpose, we constitute the foll ow ng SHPC

The Amarnath Shrine Board, the statutory body
Secretary, Mnistry of Environnent and Forest
Secretary, Mnistry of Hone Affairs,

Secretary, Mnistry of Health and Fanily Wl fare,

Chi ef Secretary, State of Janmu & Kashmr,

Menber Secretary, Central Pollution Control Board, New Del hi
Director General of Police, State of Jamu & Kashmir
Di rector General, CRPF

Director CGeneral, Border Security Force

Director General, Border Roads Organisation

Hone Secretary, State of Jammu & Kashmir

Secretary, PW, State of Jammu & Kashmr

We hereby nmake it clear that the Secretaries/Director Generals can
be the nenbers of the SHPC t hensel ves or nomi nate any officer not below the
rank of Additional Secretary/Addl. Director General to be the nominees of
their respective Departnments on the SHPC.

The Governor of Janmu & Kashmir is the Chairman of the Amarnath
Shrine Board. Thus, we consider it appropriate that he be the Chairman of
this SHPC and would nomnate a CEO and an environnentalist for and on
behal f of the Shrine Board.

We woul d expect the SHPC to visit and examine the different routes
|l eading to the Holy cave, particularly the glacier inmediately prior to the
Holy Cave. The prelimnary findings recorded by the SHPC shall be subject
matter of discussion with the Governor of the State of Jamu and Kashmir
being in Chair. Upon due deliberations and counter-suggestions, if any,
received by the Chairman, a final report shall be prepared. The said fina
report would be placed before this Court within the tine schedule specified

inthis order and without fail. This would enable this Court to direct
tinmely execution of the recommendations of the SHPC. This will also ensure
that the next yatra to the Holy Cave shall be |I|ess hazardous, beneficial
and appropriate nmanaged, at least wth basic human facilities being
available to the yatris. This will also help in taking of appropriate
steps, well in advance, the required governnents.

The Conmittee shall examine and report in relation to the matters,
inter alia, the follow ng: -

Construction of proper passages, w de enough and with due support on both
sides, for the traffic of pedestrian yatris, on horses and by palkis from
Panchtarni to the Holy Cave.

Provi di ng one-way passage with separate tracks, one for pedestrians and
ot her for horses, carriages and pal kis near the Shrine.

Provi ding of health check-up facilities on both the passages from Balta

and Panchtarni to the Holy Cave.

Provi ding of proper public anmentities and facilities on way and at the
| ower end of the glaciers near the Holy Cave.

Al'l such other steps which are required to be taken for preventing
unfortunate deaths of the yatris, going on yatra to the Holy Cave.

Depl oynment of nore forces and to provide better conditions of service for
the menbers of the forces, posted on way and at the Holy Cave.

Enrironmental | npact Assessment.



The manner and nethods to be adopted to attain the above, with | east damage
or interference with the environnent of the entire zone right from Baltal
to the Holy Cave fromdifferent routes.

Depl oynment of nore nedical teans, at regular distance on all the passages
| eading to the Holy Cave.

Regi stration of yatris at Jamru, Srinagar, Baltal and Panchtarni.

It should al so consider the possibility of linmted nunber of vyatris being
rel eased from Srinagar to Baltal to ensure better managenent, hygiene,
heal thcare and betterment of the yatris, who stay their overnight.

Medi cal exami nation at the time of registration and on way.

This Cormittee shall visit the site during the current period,
that means, prior to the closure of passage to the Holy Cave.

An application has been noved before us by a private party, we do
not consider it appropriate that private party should be permtted to
intervene in this PIL. However, they are granted liberty to nove a
petition before the Cormittee appointed by this Court and nake subm ssions
which nmay be considered in accordance with law and policy of t he
Gover nnent .

Chi ef Secretary, Jammu & Kashmr shall be the nodal Oficer for
hol di ng the neetings, preparation of mnmnutes and presenting the report
before this Court.

We are informed that the Chief Secretary is present in the Court.
He may take steps forthwth.

List the matter on Monday, the 13th August, 2012.
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