\ 200( 1 TEM NO. 31 COURT NO. 3 SECTI ON XI A
SUPREME COURT OF I NDI A
RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS
Petition(s) for Special Leave to Appeal (Civil) No(s).9636/2006
(From the judgenent and order dated 01/03/2005 in WP  No.
3915/ 2003 of The H GH COURT OF ORI SSA AT CUTTACK)
GOVT. OF ORI SSA & ORS. Petitioner(s)
VERSUS

BABI TA NEG & ORS. Respondent (s)

(Wth appln.(s) for c/delay in filing SLP)
Date: 26/11/2010 This Petition was called on for hearing today.
CORAM :

HON BLE MR, JUSTI CE R V. RAVEENDRAN
HON BLE MR JUSTI CE A K. PATNAI K

For Petitioner(s) M . Radha Shyam Jena, Adv.

For Respondent (s) M . Rutw k Panda, Adv.
M. Sibo Sankar M shra , Adv

UPON hearing counsel the Court made the follow ng
ORDER

Leave granted.

In terms of the signed order, the appeal
is allowed and the order of the High Court is
set aside and the wit petition challenging the
order dated 26.3.2003 stands rejected.

(O P. Sharm) (J. P. Shar ma)
Court Master Court Master
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(Signed order is placed on the file)
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I'N THE SUPREME COURT OF | NDI A
Cl VI L APPELLATE JURI SDI CTI ON

ClVIL APPEAL NO 10063 CF 2010
(Arising out of SLP(C) No. 9636/ 2006

GOVT. OF ORI SSA & ORS. Appel | ant s
VERSUS

BABI TA NEG & ORS. Respondent s



ORDER

Leave granted. Hear d.
2. I n pursuance of an order dated 20.1.2003 passed in
W P. No. 55385 of 2002, the State Governnment considered the
representation of the wit petitioners therein, ordered
that the headquarters of Charpalli G am Panchayat fixed

at Charpalli will continue at Charpalli.

3. By a subsequent notification dat ed 26. 3. 2003

considering the admi nistrative conveni ence, geographica

| ocation and infrastructure facilities, t he Gover nnment

bei ng of the view that Lanbarjuna would be suitable for

t he headquarters of Char pal i Gram Panchayat , fixed
Lanbarj una as t he headquarters of t he Char pal i G am
Panchayat . That was chal | enged by the respondents in

Wit Petition (O No. 3915 of 2003 i nter alia on t he
ground t hat there was no need for changi ng t he
headquarters of t he Char pal i Gram Panchayat within a
nont h of t he earlier order deci di ng Char pal | i as t he
headquarters. The Hi gh Court by the inmpugned judgnent

dated 1.3.2005 allowed the said petition on the ground
3

that no material was placed to show that it was necessary

to shift the headquarters of Charpalli G am Panchayat to

vill age Lanbarjuna for adninistrative conveni ence. The
said order is challenged by the State Government in this

appeal by special |eave.

3. The decision as to where the headquarters of a

panchayat is to be situated, has to be taken by the State

Gover nment consi dering t he adm nistrative conveni ence
geogr aphi cal situation and i nfrastructure facilities
under Section 4(3) of the Oissa Grana Panchayat Act.

The State Government has denonstrated with reference to a

map of t he 10 constituent vil | ages in Charpal | i G am
Panchayat , t hat Lanbarj una vill age is nor e nearly

centrally | ocat ed and nor e easily accessi bl e from t he



vil | ages when conpared to Charpalli. In the absence of

any allegations of nmalafide or arbitrariness, the High

Court ought not to have interfered with the change of the

headquarters. In fact, we are told that before the High

Court r ender ed its deci si on, t he headquarters wer e
shifted to Lanbarj una and functioni ng from Lanbarjuna
where appropriate prem ses have al so been found. Be t hat

as it may.
4, This appeal is allowed and the order of the High
Court is set aside and the wit petition challenging the

order dated 26.3.2003 stands rejected.

NEW DELHI ; J.
NOVEMBER 26, 2010 [ A K PATNAIK ]



