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SUPREME COURT OF | NDI A
RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS

WRI T PETITION (CIVIL) NO(s). 262 OF 2009

RANVEER YADAV Petitioner(s)
VERSUS
UNION OF | NDI A & ANR Respondent ( s)
(Wth appl n(s) for directions]
Date: 29/06/2009 This Petition was called on for hearing today.
CORAM :
HON BLE MR. JUSTI CE DALVEER BHANDARI

HON BLE MR JUSTI CE ASOK KUMAR GANGULY
[ VACATI ON BENCH ]

For Petitioner(s) M. Dinesh Kumar Garg, Adv.
M. V.K Biju, adv.
M. Vikram Adv.
Ms. Ritu Puri, Adv.
M. B.S Biloria, Adv.

For Respondent (s)
M. G E Vahanvati, AG

UPON hearing counsel the Court nmade the foll ow ng
ORDER

In response to the order of this Court dated 22nd June, 2009
regardi ng safety and security of the Indian students in Australia and
Canada, M. Arun Kurnar Goel, Joint Secretary in the Mnistry of
External Affairs has filed an affidavit. In the affidavit it has been
i ndi cated that the Governnent of India share the deep concern and

anxi ety of the petitioner and all possible steps have been taken in this
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respect.
It is mentioned in the affidavit that Hon' ble the Prime M nister
had a conversation with his counterpart on 29th May, 2009. The

Hon’ bl e External Affairs Mnister also spoke to the Australian Foreign
M nister. The Australian Leaders have shared the concerns expressed
and given their firmcomitnment to take imedi ate steps to tackle the

pr obl em



The Australian Deputy Prine M nister has announced sone
i medi at e neasures taken by the Australian Governnent. These
i nclude a Task Force constituted to coordinate the Australian
Government’s response and col | aborate with the States as | aw and
order is essentially a State subject in Australia. In the affidavit it is
al so nentioned that these neasures include setting up of a Police
Conmunity Reference G oup and a dedi cated hotline.
It is also indicated in the affidavit that our H gh Comm ssioner
and Consuls General in Australia are in constant touch with the
various authorities including the Police Conmi ssioners to ensure the
protection of Indian students. Equally, the Mnistry of External Affairs
in New Del hi has summoned the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Australia in
India on 29th May and 23rd June, 2009 and inpressed upon himthe
need for taking effective and concrete steps to protect Indian students.
Sone of the steps which have been taken have al so been
enuner ated such as : -
1. Launch of a police operation specifically to investigate the incidents
of attacks on students;

2. The provision of a 24 hour hotline (in H ndi and English) by
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Conmuni ty Reference Group to provide support, information and
advice to Indian students who are victimof crine.

3. Represent ati ons have been nade to the concerned State
Governnents in Australia on issues conveying the experiences of
students including study and stay.

4. The setting up of a Police Community Reference Group to inprove
conmmuni cati ons between the police and the student comunity.

5. The Police Comunity Reference Group has had several neetings
the | ast being on 24th June, 2009.

6. Stressing the need to bring in basic and essential infrastructura
changes for nore police presence at sensitive areas like railway
stations and also late in the night.

7. Constant nonitoring of the well being of Indian students including
t hose who have been hospitalized and | ooking after their treatment.

8. The Australian Governnent has also stated that it is considering



the possibility of amending the existing law to enlarge the definition
of offence to include "inciting violence agai nst people for their race,
religion or ethnicity and viol ence against individuals and for inciting
vi ol ence agai nst individuals on the basis of the individual; race,
religion, ethnicity or nationality. The proposed anendnent woul d
strengthen the police response to the attacks agai nst the Indian
st udent s.

Sone of these nmeasures are short term neasures and others are
| ong term measures.

The | earned Attorney General for India has assured the Court

that all possible steps would be taken to ensure safety and security
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of the Indian students studying in Australia and Canada.

In the order of this Court dated 22nd June, 2009 this Court
mentioned the natural anxiety and concern of parents, relations and
friends of children who are studying abroad. They are legitimtely
entitled to know about the exact prevailing situation in Australia and
Canada. They are also entitled to know what steps the Government of
India has taken to ensure safety and security of their children

Learned Attorney General also submits that contents of the
affidavit filed by the Union of India dealing with the nmeasures taken
regardi ng safety and security of the Indian students in these
countries would be placed on the web-sites of Mnistry of Externa
Affairs, Indian H gh Comm ssions at Australia and Canada and
M nistry of Overseas Indians so that the parents and others can
know about the steps taken and exact situation prevalent in these
countri es.

Learned Attorney General further submits that a conprehensive
affidavit will be filed within two weeks giving the details of further
steps taken by the Governnent of India in this regard.

M. Pradeep Ahlawat who is living in as a Permanent
Resi dence hol der and working in Australia appeared in Court in
person. He is allowed to file his counter affidavit. He is directed to
give copies of the same to the | earned Attorney General and also to

the petitioner.



List this matter after two weeks.
5

(Sukhbir Paul Kaur) (Neeru Bala Vij)
Court Master Court Master



