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i ntervenor by the | earned counsel for the petitioner
I.A No.6 of 2015 is disposed of accordingly.
I.A No.7 of 2015

This is an application for direction filed by Gauri
Maul ekhai, the intervenor in the wit petition

By this interlocutory application, the applicant has
prayed that the respondent Nos.9 and 10 be directed that
el ephant s are not to be exhi bi t ed, par aded or used fo

performance in any festival, pooramor even in the State of

Keral a unl ess the owner or person in charge of the aninal

obtains registration under the provisions of the Perfornng

Ani mal s (Regi stration) Rul es, 2001 and t he requisite
perm ssion from Respondent No.2 and without conplying with

the conditions under the Kerala Captive El ephants (Managenent

and Mai ntenance) Rul es, 2003.

It is submitted by M . Si dharth Lut hr a, | ear ned
seni or counsel appearing for the applicant that prayer No.2
in the application has been rendered infructuous.

At this juncture, M. C A Sundaram | earned senior
counsel appeari ng for t he r espondent No. 2 in t he wr

petition, the Animal Welfare Board of India constituted under
Section 4 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Aninmals Act, 1960,
(for brevity, 'the Act’), has drawn our attention to Sections
21 and 22 of the Act. The said provisions read as under:

"21. "Exhibit" and "train" defined.- In this
Chapter, "exhibit" nmeans exhibit at any
entertai nment, to which the public are
admtted through sale of tickets and "train"
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means train for the purpose of any such
exhi bition, and the expressions "exhibitor"
and "trainer" have respectively the
correspondi ng neani ngs.

22. Restrictions on exhibition and training
of perform ng aninmals.- No person shal
exhibit or train-

(i) any perform ng animal unless he is
regi stered in accor dance with t he
provi sions of this Chapter;

(ii) as a performing animal, any ani mal
whi ch the Central Governnent nmay, by
notification in the Oficial Gazette,
specify as an ani mal which shall not be
exhibited or trained as a performng

ani mal . "

It is submitted by M. Sundar am as wel | as
M. Luthra, |earned senior counsel that the el ephants are
being used to performin certain festivals and on other

occasi ons, wi t hout obt ai ni ng requisite license from t he
conmpetent authorities. He has brought on record certain

phot ogr aphs to hi ghl i ght t hat t he per f or mance shows t hat
there is cruelty to the el ephants. W woul d i ke to have the

response of the Union of India, as well as the State of
Kerala in this regard.



Let a copy of this order, along with I.A No.7 of
2015, be served on M. Ranj it Kumar , | ear ned Solicitor
General of India, as well as on the |earned Standi ng Counsel
for the State of Keral a.

Let t he matter be listed for further orders on
13th May, 2015.

(Chetan Kunar) (H. S. Parasher)
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