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ITEM NO.3               COURT NO.1               SECTION PIL-W

               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Writ Petition(s)(Civil)  No(s).  230/2001

M.K. BALAKRISHNAN . & ORS.                         Petitioner(s)

                                VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST 
AND CLIMATE CHANGE & ORS.  Respondent(s)
 
Date : 11-10-2022 This petition was called on for hearing today.

CORAM : 
         HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE S. RAVINDRA BHAT
         HON'BLE MS. JUSTICE BELA M. TRIVEDI

Counsel for the parties 

Mr. Gopal Sankaranarayanan, Sr. Adv. 
                    Mr. Naresh Kumar, AOR
                   

Ms. Sumita Hazarika, AOR

                   Mr. Shiv Sagar Tiwari, AOR

Mr. Ashok Kumar Panda, Sr. Adv. 
Mr. G.S. Makker, AOR

                   Mr. Gopal Singh, AOR

Mr. K.M. Natraj, ASG
Ms. Indira Bhakar, Adv. 
Mr. G.S. Makker, AOR
Mr. Neeraj Kumar Sharma, Adv. 

Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, ASG
Mr. Wasim A Qadri, Sr. Adv. 
Ms. Sunita Sharma, Adv. 
Ms. Ruchi Kohli, Adv. 
Ms. Swarupma Chaturvedi, Adv. 
Mr. G.S. Makker, AOR

Mr. K.M. Nataraj, ASG
Mr. Neeraj Kr. Sharma, Adv. 
Ms. Indira Bhakar, Adv. 
Mr. Harsh Singhal, Adv. 
Mr. Prahil Sharma, Adv. 
Ms. Priyanka Sharma, Adv. 
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Mr. Prabhat Pachauri, Adv. 
Mr. Ambuj Saraswat, Adv. 
Mr. Harender Singh, Adv.
Mr. Nakul Chengappa K.K., Adv. 
Mr. G.S. Makker, AOR

                   Mr. B. Balaji, AOR

Dr. Manish Singhvi, Sr. Adv. 
Mr. Arpit Parkash, Adv. 
Mr. Vikalp Sharma, Adv. 

                   Mr. Milind Kumar, AOR

                   Mr. Anil Shrivastav, AOR

                   Mr. Ashok Kumar Singh, AOR
Mr. Shantwanu Singh, Adv. 
Ms. Pragya Singh, Adv. 
Mr. Akshay Singh, Adv. 

                   Mr. Kunal Verma, AOR

Mr. Mahfooz A. Nazki, AOR
Mr. Polanki Gowtham, Adv. 
Mr. Shaik Mohamad Haneef, Adv. 
Mr. T. Vijaya Bhaskar Reddy, Adv. 
Mr. K.V. Girish Chowdary, Adv. 
Ms. Rajeswari Mukherjee, Adv. 
Ms. Niti Richhariya, Adv. 

                   Mr. P. V. Yogeswaran, AOR

                   Mr. G. N. Reddy, AOR

Mr. Vikas Bansal, Adv. 
Mr. Avijit Mani Tripathi, AOR

                   Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR
Mr. Arnav Singhdeo, Adv. 

                    Ms. Hemantika Wahi, AOR

                    Ms. Supriya Juneja, AOR

                    Mr. Sanjay Kumar Visen, AOR

                   Mr. Abhinav Mukerji, AOR
Mr. Akshay C. Shrivastava, Adv. 
Mrs. Bihu Sharma, Adv. 
Ms. Pratishtha Vij, Adv. 

Mr. Prashant Bhagwati, Adv. 
Ms. Deepanwita Priyanka, AOR
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Ms. Ruchi Kohli, Adv. 
Mr. G.S. Makker, Adv. 

                    Mr. M. Shoeb Alam, AOR

                    Mr. V. N. Raghupathy, AOR
Mr. Parikshit Angadi, Adv. 
Mr. Md. Apzal Ansari, Adv. 

                    Mr. Nishe Rajen Shonker, AOR
Mrs. Anu K. Joy, Adv. 
Mr. Alim Anvar, Adv. 

 Mr. Avijit Mani Tripathi, AOR
Mr. Upendra Mishra, Adv. 
Mr. K.V. Kharlyngdoh, Adv. 
Mr. P.S. Negi, Adv. 

Mr. B.K. Mishra, Sr. Adv. 
Mr. Hitesh Kumar Sharma, Adv. 
Mr. Akhileshwar Jha, Adv. 
Mr. Deepak Namdari, Adv. 
Ms. Kavita S. Nikare, Adv. 
Mr. Sanjay Singh, Adv. 
Mr. Narendra Pal Sharma, Adv. 

Mr. Aaditya A. Pande, AOR
Mr. Siddharth Dharmadhikari, Adv. 
Mr. Bharat Bagla, Adv. 

Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, ASG
Mr. Wasim Qadri, Sr. Adv. 
Mr. G.S. Makker, AOR
Ms. Ruchi Kohli, Adv. 
Ms. Sunita Sharma, Adv. 
Ms. Swarupama Chaturvedi, Adv. 

                    Mr. P. V. Dinesh, AOR

Dr. Monika Gusain, AOR
Mr. Hari Om Yaduvanshi, Adv. 
Miss S. Harini, Adv. 

Mr. VVM Pattabhiram, DAG
                   Mr. Yashraj Singh Bundela, GA 

Mr. Sunny Choudhary, AOR
Mr. Prakash Gautam, Adv. 

                    Mr. Pukhrambam Ramesh Kumar, AOR
Mr. Karun Sharma, Adv. 
Ms. Anupam Ngangom, Adv. 
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Mr. Wahengbam Immanuel Meitei, Adv. 

                    Mr. Avijit Mani Tripathi, AOR
Mr. Marbiang Khongwir, Adv. 
Mr. T.K. Nayak, Adv. 
Mr. Vikas Bansal, Adv. 

                    Ms. K. Enatoli Sema, AOR
Ms. Limayinla Jamir, Adv. 
Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, Adv. 
Ms. Chubalemla Chang, Adv. 
Mr. Prang Newmai, Adv. 

                    Mr. Sibo Sankar Mishra, AOR

                    Ms. Ranjeeta Rohatgi, AOR

Mr. Raghvendra Kumar, Adv. 
Mr. Anand Kumar Dubey, Adv. 
Mr. Simanta Kumar, Adv. 
Mr. Sunil Saraogi, Adv. 
Mr. Rajiv Kumar Sinha, Adv. 
Mr. Varun Singh, Adv. 
Mr. Ashish Kumar Sinha, Adv. 

                    Mr. Narendra Kumar, AOR

                    Mr. R. Ayyam Perumal, AOR

                    Mr. R. Nedumaran, AOR

Dr. Joseph Aristotle S., AOR
Ms. Nupur Sharma, Adv. 
Mr. Shobhit Dwivedi, Adv. 
Mr. Sanjeev Kumar Mahara, Adv. 
Ms. Richa Vishwakarma, Adv. 

Mr. Ravindra Raizada, AAG
Mr. Rajeev Kumar Dubey, Adv. 
Mr. Ashiwan Mishra, Adv. 
Ms. Vaidruti Mishra, Adv. 
Mr. Kamlendra Mishra, AOR

                    Ms. Astha Sharma, AOR

                    Ms. G. Indira, AOR

                    Mr. Aravindh S., AOR
Mr. Abbas B., Adv. 

Mr. Ajay Pal, AOR
Ms. Priyanka C., Adv. 
Mr. Mayank Dahiya, Adv. 



5

                    Mrs. D. Bharathi Reddy, AOR

                    Mr. Gopal Prasad, AOR
                    

          UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                             O R D E R

This petition filed in the year 2001 has prayed inter alia for

following reliefs : 

(i)  Issue notice  to the Union of India and the

States of the Union and after hearing parties direct

the respondents to refrain from converting wetlands and

to  take  all  necessary  measures  for  protection  and

preservation of wetlands in India.

(ii) Issue a writ, order or direction in the nature of

writ of mandamus directing the respondents to refrain

from  converting  wetlands  and  to  take  all  necessary

steps  to  protect  and  preserve  wetlands  in  National

interest  under  Section  5  of  the  Environment

(Protection) Act, 1986.

(iii) Issue directions to the respondents to constitute

an  authority  under  Section  3(3)  of  the  Environment

(Protection) Act, 1986 with all the powers necessary to

deal  with  the  situation  created  by  convention  of

wetlands in India and for protection and preservation

of balance remaining wetlands and to pay compensation

for  such  illegal  conversion,  as  this  Hon’ble  Court

feels fit and proper in the circumstances of the cases.

(iv) Issue any other writ or order or directions which

this  Hon’ble  Court  deems  fit  and  proper  in  the

circumstances of the case.

This  matter  has  been  engaging  attention  of  this  Court  on

number of occasions and pleadings have been exchanged between the

parties. Various orders and directions have been passed by this
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Court from time to time and there have been amendments in the

governing statutory provisions. 

Mr. Gopal Sankaranarayanan, learned Senior Counsel appearing

for the petitioners, submits that with the passage of time, certain

issues  which  still  survive  and  require  attention  of  this  Court

shall  be  catalogued  by  the  petitioners  along  with  material  in

support  of  his  submissions  by  way  of  fresh  affidavit  so  that

attention can be focused on those issues; which will in turn enable

all the learned counsel for the appearing parties to address their

submissions. 

We  accept  the  submissions  made  by  Mr.  Sankaranarayanan,

learned Senior Counsel, and give time of three weeks to him to

place the affidavit on record. Let the digitised version of the

affidavit  be  shared  with  all  the  learned  counsel  for  appearing

parties  who  may  file  their  responses  within  three  weeks.  No

response shall thereafter be entertained by the Registry of this

Court. 

Learned  Advocate  instructing  Mr.  Sankaranarayanan,  learned

Senior Counsel, shall compile all those responses in a compilation

along with basic affidavit and the matter shall be considered in

light of these pleadings alone. 

List the matter for further consideration on 29.11.2022.  

(SANJAY KUMAR-II)                               (VIRENDER SINGH)
ASTT. REGISTRAR-cum-PS                             BRANCH OFFICER
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