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UPON hearing counsel the Court made the following
ORDER

One of the issues for which this matter has been listed
today is for consideration of the question relating to supply of
potable drinking water to the eighteen identified areas surrounding
the Union Carbide Factory in Bhopal, M.P.

On 3rd May, 2012, when the matter was taken up, the issue
relating to supply of potable drinking water was not confined to
Bhopal only, but also to the areas in and around Wapi and Ankleshwar
in Gujarat. As far as Wapi and Ankleshwar is concerned, Ms.
Hemantika Wabhi, learned counsel appearing for the State of Gujarat,
has filed an affidavit with regard to the steps taken in that
regard. Mr. Sanjay Parikh, learned Advocate appearing for the
Research Foundation for Science, prays for two weeks’ time to file
his response to the same. Accordingly, two weeks'’ time is granted
to the Research Foundation, to file its response to the affidavit
filed on behalf of the State of Gujarat.

Apart from the above, we were also of the view that as far
as Bhopal is concerned, there should be a Monitoring Committee to
oversee the part of the work, which is being undertaken by the
Bhopal Municipality for providing fresh drinking water to the
eighteen affected areas near the Plant. Accordingly, we had



constituted a Committee with the Executive Chairman of the Madhya
Pradesh State Legal Services Authority as the Chairperson of the
Committee, which was to include various other persons, who were
concerned with the implementation of the scheme. The Member
Secretary of the Madhya Pradesh State Legal Services Committee, Mr.
Anurag Shrivastava, who was also included as a member of the said
Committee, is present in Court today and has filed the Report of the
Committee, with certain recommendations and suggestions. The same
is taken on record and copies thereof have also been made over to
Ms. Vibha Datta Makhija, learned counsel appearing for the State of
Madhya Pradesh, who undertakes to supply copies of the same to Mr.
Sanjay Parikh, Mr. Vijay Panjwani, learned counsel appearing for the
Central Pollution Control Board and Ms. Karuna Nundy, learned
counsel appearing for the Bhopal Group for Information and Action,
for their suggestions.

As far as the matter relating to payment of cost for
incineration of waste oil, which is the subject matter of I.A. N0.23
of 2005, is concerned, a letter has been filed on behalf of Mr.
Dinesh Chandra, for two weeks accommodation. Since the matter is
being adjourned for two weeks, to enable  Mr. Sanjay Parikh to
file his response to the affidavit filed by Ms. Hemantika Wahi, let
this matter stand adjourned till 27th August, 2012, and let it be
taken up immediately after the 'After Notice Matters'.

With regard to Ms. Vibha Datta Makhija's prayer for
extension of time by three months to implement the scheme, having
regard to the climatic conditions prevailing in Bhopal, we allow the
same, but sincerely hope that no further extension will be requested
for implementing the said project.

Let all the connected applications, along with I.A. No.63 of
2012, a copy of which has already been submitted to Mr. Ashok Bhan,
learned senior counsel appearing for the Union of India, come up on
the said date (27.08.2012), with liberty to the respondents to file
their counter affidavits in the meantime.

Mr. Vijay Panjwani, learned counsel appearing for the
Central Pollution Control Board, has brought to our notice that with
regard to the contamination of the ground water, a report had been
requested from the Indian Institute of Toxicology Research (lITR),
Lucknow, U.P., as far back as on 24th January, 2012, but till date
such report has not been filed. Let notice issue to the said
Research Institute, returnable on the next date (27.08.2012), in
order to explain as to why such report has not yet been submitted in
a matter of such grave concern to the inhabitants of the area.

Mr. Sanjay Parikh, learned counsel appearing for the
Research Foundation for Science, is requested to take steps to serve
the Indian Institute of Toxicology Research (IITR), Lucknow, U.P.,
by way of Dasti service, with the help of Ms. Karuna Nundy, learned
counsel appearing for the Bhopal Group for Information and Action.

Let the matter relating to providing of fresh potable
drinking water to the eighteen identified areas, be next listed on
26th November, 2012, for reporting compliance.
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