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ITEM NO.2                   COURT NO.3             SECTION XII

             S U P R E M E     C O U R T   O F    I N D I A
                            RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Petition(s) for Special Leave to Appeal (Civil) No(s).11686/2007

(From the judgement and order dated 09/03/2007          in       WP   No.
11478/2006 of The HIGH COURT OF MADRAS)

ANIMAL WELFARE BOARD OF INDIA                         Petitioner(s)

                   VERSUS

A. NAGARAJA & ORS.                                    Respondent(s)

(With appln(s) for impleadment, vacating stay, restoration of
stay order dated 11.1.2008,permission to place addl. documents on
record,permission to file additional documents and prayer for
interim relief and office report)

WITH SLP(C) NO. 10281 of 2009
(With prayer for interim relief and office report)
SLP(C) NO. 18804-18805 of 2009
(With prayer for interim relief and office report)

Date: 25/11/2010    This Petition was called on for hearing today.

CORAM :
          HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE R.V. RAVEENDRAN
          HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE A.K. PATNAIK

For Petitioner(s)      Mr. Raj Panjwani,Sr.Adv.
                       Ms. Purnima Bhat,Adv.
                       Mr. Sunil Kumar Jain,Adv.
                       Mr. Aneesh Mittal,Adv.
                       Mr. S.R. Sundaram,Adv.
                       Mrs. Jaya tomar,Adv.

                       Mr. G. Sivabalamurugan,Adv.
                       Mr. Anis Mohd.Adv.
                       Mr. L.K. Pandey,Adv.

For Respondent(s)
(St. of Tamilnadu)     Mr. Gopal Subramanium,SG
                       Mr. Mariarputham,Sr.Adv.
                       Mr. R. Nedumaran,Adv.
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                  Mr. C.K. Lenin Sekar,Adv.
                  Mr. Balaji Subramaniam,Adv.
                  Mr. Vimal Dubey,Adv.

                  Mr.   K. Ramamoorthy,Sr.Adv.
                  Mr.   C. Paramasivam,Adv.
                  Mr.   K. Mahendran,Adv.
                  Mr.   P. Ramesh,Adv.
                  Mr.   K. Shiraj Choudhuri,Adv.
                  Mr.   Rakesh K.Sharma,Adv.

                  Mr. V. Prabhakar,Adv.



                  Mrs. Revathy Raghavan,Adv.

                  Mr. T. Harish Kumar,Adv.

                  Col. Pahlad Singh Sharma,Adv.
                  Mr. Pahlad Singh Sharma ,Adv

     UPON hearing counsel the Court made the following
                         O R D E R

SLP(C)Nos.11686/2007 and 18804-18805/2009

         The Division Bench of the High Court reversed

the judgment of the learned Single Judge and thereby

permitted    Jallikatu      and       Rekla-Race     in    State    of

Tamilnadu.        This    Court       on   15.1.2008      had   issued

certain interim directions in regard to the conduct

of   Jallikatu    and    other    such     events.        During   the

pendency     of     these     matters,        the      Tamil       Nadu

Legislature has passed the Tamilnadu Regulation of

Jallikatu Act, 2009 (’2009 Act ’ for short), which

came into effect on 26.8.2009.               The said Act makes

it clear that the provisions thereof are in addition

to and not in derogation of any other law for the

time being in force.

         In the impugned judgment, the High court has
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clearly held that the animals which took part in the

"Jallikatu",       "Rekla-race"           and    "Manjuvirattu"       etc.

are identified and specially trained for performance

and exhibition in these events, and therefore, they

have to be categorised as "performing animals" under

Section 21 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

Act, 1960 (’1960 Act’ for short).                  This has not been

challenged       by     the       State    or     those        propogating

Jallikatu.       The grievance of the petitioner is that

though     the        animals      have     been        categorised     as

"performing animals", the requirements of Section 22

of the 1960 Act,         are not complied with.

              The 2009 Act, provides that no Jallikatu

event will be permitted or held without the written



permission       of    the    Collector.           Learned      Solicitor

General       appearing       for    the        State     of    Tamilnadu

submitted that such permission should be sought and

obtained at least one month prior to the event.                        He

also submitted that Jallikatu events can take place

only in the 179 places identified and notified in

the gazette (subject to additions and deletions).

According to him, in the year 2010, Jallikatu events

took place only in 46 places as against the 179

notified places.

          During      the    earlier      hearings,      Mr.     Panjwani,

learned    counsel       appearing        for    the    Animal     Welfare

Board    of    India,       had   suggested       certain       additional
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safeguards which could be put into place by amending

the rules.      The suggestions are contained in the

notes   dated       7.8.2010     and         25.10.2010.          It    is

submitted that the State Government is examining the

suggestions     to     identify         those       which     could     be

incorporated in the            rules.        In the meanwhile, the

next    Jallikatu         season        is      fast      approaching.

Therefore, pending amendment to the rules, taking

note of the suggestions made by the Animal Welfare

Board   of   India,       we   issue     the       following      further

directions    to     ensure     safety       and    security      to   the

spectators    and    to    prevent      cruelty      to     the   animals

which participate in the events.

  (i)The Collectors of the districts in Tamilnadu
     shall ensure that the animals performing in
     the   Jallikatu    and  related   events are
     registered in accordance with Chapter V of
     the 1960 Act, and the rules thereunder and
     the   requirements   of  the   said  Act are
     fulfilled.

  (ii)The Collectors shall ensure that the
     conditions   imposed   in  regard   to   the
     exhibition and participation of the animals
     shall be implemented and followed by the
     persons organising the events and the owners
     of the registered animals.



  (iii)In view of the fact that the respective
     Collectors will have the information about
     the Jallikatu and other events at least one
     month prior to the actual events, the
     Collectors shall notify the Chennai Chapter
     of Animal Welfare Board of India, (under
     acknowledgement), about the events to enable
     the Animal Welfare Board to depute its
     representatives/animal            inspectors/
     volunteers to be observers for the events.
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         Though the State submits that the deaths and

injuries in the Jallikatu events have drastically come

down, the Animal Welfare Board has filed a compilation

of newspaper reports to show that in the year 2009, in

a short period of 5 days (between 14 - 19 January,

2009) as many as 12 persons died and 1614 persons were

grievously injured in the Jallikatu events.       The 2009

Act requires organisers of the event to deposit sums

as may be determined by the Collector which shall not

be less than rupees two lakhs for the benefit of the

victim and their families.     We direct the Collectors

of each district to categorise the events into Major

and Minor Jallikattu Events and require the organisers

of Major events (particularly where deaths have taken

place either during the year 2009 or 2010) to deposit

larger   amounts   which   shall   not   be     less   than

Rs.5,00,000/- (Rupees Five Lakhs).

SLP(C) No.10281/2009

         The petitioner has the liberty       to apply for

registration in terms of the 2009 Act.

         List all the matters after eight weeks.

  (O.P. Sharma)                           (M.S. Negi)
   Court Master                           Court Master


