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| TEM NO. 4 COURT NO. 2 SECTI ON XI A

SUPREMECOURTOF I NDI A
RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS

Petition(s) for
Speci al Leave to Appeal (O No(s) . 19807- 19808/ 2012

(Arising out of inmpugned final judgnment and order dated 26/02/2010
in WPC No. 3848/2010, 15/03/2012 in RP No. 58/2012 passed by the
H gh Court O Oissa at Cuttack)

ORI SSA LI FT | RRI GATI ON CORP. LTD. & ORS. Petitioner(s)
VERSUS

RABI SANKAR PATRO AND CORS Respondent ( s)
(with appln. (s) for c/delay in filing SLP, inpleadnent,
permission to file additional documents and interimrelief and
of fice report)
[for final disposal]
W TH

SLP(C) No. 35793-35796/2012
(Wth appln.(s) for directions and inpl eadment and i npl eadnent as
party respondent and appln.(s) for permssion to file additional
docunents and InterimRelief and Ofice Report)

SLP(C) No. 37028/2012
(Wth InterimRelief and Ofice Report)

SLP(C) No. 37957/2012

(Wth appln.(s) for i npl eadnent as party respondent and
i mpl eadnent as petitioner and intervention and perm ssion to
appear and argue in person and permission to file additional

docunments and InterimRelief and O fice Report)

SLP(C) No. 38211/2012
(Wth appln.(s) for deletion of proforma respondents and appl n. (s)
for inpleadnent as party respondent and appln.(s) for perm ssion

Signature Not Verified

to appear and argue in person and InterimRelief and Ofice

Digitally signed by

Report)

Shashi Sar een
Date: 2014.12.19
10: 15: 30 ALMT

Reason:

SLP(C) No. 38220/2012
(Wth InterimRelief and Ofice Report)
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SLP(C) No. 38230/2012
(Wth InterimRelief and Ofice Report)

SLP(C) No. 38458/2012
(Wth InterimRelief and Ofice Report)



SLP(C) No. 38846/2012
(for withdrawal of SLP)

SLP(C) No. 4108/2013
(Wth appln.(s) for pernission to file additional docunents and
appl n. (s) for exenption fromfiling c/c of the inpugned judgnent
and InterimRelief and Ofice Report)

SLP(C) No. 9495/2013
(Wth appln.(s) for permission to place addl. docunments on record
and InterimRelief and Ofice Report)

SLP(C) No. 11799/2013
(Wth appln. for c/delay in filing SLP and stay and interimrelief
and office report)

SLP(C) No. 12244/2013

(Wth appln.(s) for pernission to file additional docunents and

pl eding addl. facts and appln.(s) for ex-parte stay and directions
and InterimRelief and Ofice Report)

SLP(C) No. 14933/2013
(Wth InterimRelief and O fice Report)

SLP(C) No. 15283/2013
(Wth Ofice Report)

SLP(C) No. 15329/2013
(Wth Ofice Report)

SLP(C) No. 17003/2013
(Wth appln.(s) for inpleadnment and Interim Relief)

SLP(C) No. 17004/2013
( InterimRelief)

SLP(C) No. 17005/2013
( InterimRelief)

SLP(C) No. 17006/2013
( InterimRelief)

SLP(C) No. 17416/ 2013
(Wth appln.(s) for pernmission to file additional docunents and
InterimRelief and Ofice Report)
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SLP(C) No. 20658-20682/2013
(Wth appln.(s) for pernmission to file additional docunents and
O fice Report)

SLP(C) No. 36487/2013
(for nodification/clarification and stay and O fice Report)

SLP(C) No. 14686/2014
(for deletion of proform respondents and Interim Relief
O fice Report)

SLP(C) No. 19834-19835/2012
( c/delay in filing SLP and Ofice Report)

SLP(C) No. 19820-19821/2012
(c/delay in filing SLP and O fice Report)

SLP(C) No. 19812-19813/2012
( c/delay in filing SLP and Ofice Report)

SLP(C) No. 19838-19839/2012

and



(c/delay in filing SLP and Office Report)

SLP(C) No. 19836-19837/2012
(c/delay in filing SLP and O fice Report)

SLP(C) No. 19840-19841/2012
(c/delay in filing SLP and Office Report)

SLP(C) No. 19830-19831/2012
(c/delay in filing SLP and O fice Report)

SLP(C) No. 19842-19843/2012
(c/delay in filing SLP and Office Report)

SLP(C) No. 19851-19852/2012
( c/delay in filing SLP and O fice Report)

SLP(C) No. 19848-19849/2012
(c/delay in filing SLP and Office Report)

SLP(C) No. 19824-19825/2012
( c/delay in filing SLP and Ofice Report)

SLP(C) No. 19844-19845/2012
(c/delay in filing SLP and Office Report)

SLP(C) No. 19826-19827/2012
(c/delay in filing SLP and Office Report)
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SLP(C) No. 19814-19815/2012
( c/delay in filing SLP and Ofice Report)

SLP(C) No. 19828-19829/2012
( c/delay in filing SLP and O fice Report)

SLP(C) No. 31487-31497 of 2014
(C/delay in filing SLP)

SLP(C) No. 11793-11794/2013
(c/delay in filing SLP and stay and interimrelief and office
report)

Date : 11/12/2014 These petitions were called on for hearing
t oday.

CORAM :
HON BLE MR JUSTICE T.S. THAKUR
HON BLE MR JUSTI CE ADARSH KUMAR GOEL
HON BLE MRS. JUSTI CE R BANUMATHI

For Petitioner(s)
M. Raju Ramachandran, Sr. Adv.
SLP 19807- 08 Ms. C K. Sucharita, Adv.
19834- 35, 19820- 21,
19812-13, 19838- 39,
19836- 37, 19840- 41,
19830- 19931, 19842-43
19851- 52, 19848- 49
19824- 19825, 19844- 45,
19826- 27, 19814- 15,

19828- 29
SLP 35793-96 M. Parnod Kohli, Sr. Adv.
37028, 11799 M. Ashok K. Mahajan, Adv.

14933, 17003,
17004, 17005,
17006, 11793-94



SLP 37957
SLP 38211
38220, 38230,
38458, 38846
SLP 4108
SLP 9495
14686

SLP 12244
20658- 82

SLP 15283
15329,

SLP 17416

SLP 36487

SLP 31487-94

For Respondent (s)

SLP 38311

SLP 19807-08

==

=5
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Sant osh Kunar, Adv.

Ranj an Kunmar Pandey, Adv.

Jyoti Mendiratta, Adv.

Jasbir Singh Mlik, Adv.
S. K. Sabharwal , Adv.
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Eliza Bar, Adv.
Shree Pal Singh, Adv.

Sanj ay Jain, Adv.
Kamal deep Gul ati, Adv.
Sudha B., Adv.

Aj ay Kapoor, Adv.

Venkat eswara Rao Anunol u, Adv.
Shashwat Goel, Adv.

Pr abhakar Parnam Adv.

Ani | Kumar Tandal e, Adv.

Brijender Chahar, Sr. Adv.
Aditya Gupta, Adv.

Jyoti Chahar, Adv.

Vi nay Garg, Adv.

Colin Gonsal ves, Sr. Adv.
Unresh Ch. Mhanty, Adv.
P. K. Pattanai k, Adv.
Kumar Gaur av, Adv.

Ani | Kumar Tandal e, Adv.

Raj eev Dhawan, Sr. Adv.
Deepak Kanwal , Adv.

Sudhi r Kurmar, Adv.

C. Mohan, Adv.

Ranj an Kumar Pandey, Adv.

B. A, Khan, Sr. Adv.
A K. Mhanti, Adv.
Ranj an Kumar Pandey, Adv.

B. A Khan, Sr. Adv.
Unesh, Adv.

P. K. Pattanai k, Adv.
Deepak Kunar, Adv.

Nar ender Hooda, Sr. Adv.
Abnubha Agrawal, Adv.

Sur ender Si ngh Hooda, Adv.
Kamal Mohan CGupta, Adv.

Manj it Singh, AAG
Nupur Choudhary, Adv.
Vi vekta Singh, Adv.
Kamal Mohan CGupta, Adv.

Sudar shan Si ngh Rawat Adv.
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M. Arjun Harkauli, Adv.



SLP 37957

SLP 38211
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D. Ranma Krishna Reddy, Adv.
D. Bhar at hi Reddy, Adv.

Raj at Sharnma, Adv.

Di nesh Verma, Adv.
Subhasi sh Bhowni ck, Adv.

Am tesh Kumar, Adv.
Shashank Shekhar Singh, Adv.
Gopal Singh, Adv.

Bal aji Srinivasan, Adv.
V. K Bali, Sr. Adv.
Aditya Soni, Adv.

C. Kumar, Adv.
Sanchar Anand, Adv.
Kul di p Si ngh, Adv.

Tarun Gupta, Adv.

A. V. Rangam Adv.

Chandra Prakash, Adv.

Rituraj Biswas, Adv.

Suj at a Bardhan, Adv.

S. L. Anej a, Adv.

B. Sunita Rao, Adv.

C. S.N. Mbhan Rao, Adv.

Madhusmi t a Bor a, Adv.

R C. Kaushi k, Adv.

Ranj an Kunmar Pandey, Adv.

G Umapat hy, Adv.

Rakesh K. Sharma, Adv.
R Mekhal a, Adv.

Respondent in person

Ms.

B. Sunita Rao, Adv.

Respondent in person.

Kam ni Jai swal , Adv.
Shi |l pi Dey, Adv.

P.N. Puri, Adv.
Jagjit Singh Chhabra,
G N. Reddy, Adv.

D. Mahesh Babu, Adv.
S. A Chari, Adv.

K. Maruthi Rao, Adv.
Anj ani Ai yagari, Adv.
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Adv.



Sat yendra Kumar, Adv.
Mitunjay Kumar Sinha, Adv.
Kedar Nath Tripathi, Adv.
Suni | Kumar Jain, Sr. Adv.
Awani sh Si nha, Adv.

N. Sharma, Adv.

Sanj ay Jain, Adv.

Sudha B. Adv.
Rauf Rahim Adv.

SFS 555 5 5 %

o

Anubha Agrawal , Adv.
UPON hearing the counsel the Court nmde the follow ng
ORDER
In t he course of heari ng of t hese cases we
noti ced that the UGC even though inpl eaded as a party respondent
had not filed any counter affidavit. W woul d have proceeded
with the hearing even in the absence of a counter affidavit but

for the fact that additional docunents filed by respondent No. 1

i ncl ude several docunents concerning the UGC sone of themin the
nat ure of letters, circulars and conmmuni cat i ons addr essed to
8
several other authorities. It was in that backdrop that we
required t he per sonal presence of t he Chai r man of t he U
m!

Prof essor Ved Prakash who has appeared and broadly expl ai ned the
UcC st and on t he questi ons t hat fall for det erm nati on

According to Professor Ved Prakash the UGC recogni ses technica

degrees by the di stant node only if the University concerned

awar ds such degrees after obtaining the perm ssion of the AlCTE

for of fering such degr ees/ cour ses by di st ant educati on
Pr of essor Ved Prakash further states t hat wher ever t he
UGC

noti ces that technical educational degrees are being awarded by
deened university w thout the approval of the AICTE, it can and
does take action against the defaulting university by reporting
t he mat t er to t he central gover nnent who confers t he st at us

deened uni versity on such institutions. When asked whet he
r

prof essor Ved Prakash can on affidavit state the above position



t hat M. Prakash was nore than willing to do so. Needl ess to

say sone of the counsel appearing in these cases were critical of

the stand taken by the UGC and argued that the sane was not the
true position either on facts or in |aw Be that as it may
we

deemit just and proper to permt the UGC to file a detail ed
counter affidavit to this SLP which shall apart from answering

ot her subm ssions made in the SLP el aborate on the follow ng

aspects:
1) Whet her t he UGC recogni ses degrees in technic
a
education by open and distant educati on node. If so, subject to
9

what conditions, if any.
2) |If such degrees are recogni sed only when they are
awar ded after obtaining the permission of the Al CTE, what happens

when t he Uni versities awar d degrees wi t hout obt ai ni ng
such

per ni ssi on.

3) What action, if any, is the UGC enmpowered to take

under t he UcC Act or any ot her provi si on of | aw agai nst

t he
Uni versity awardi ng degrees without the approval of the Al CTE and
whet her any such action has been taken in the past or is proposed

to be taken agai nst such Universities hereafter

4) Whet her t he Gover nnent of I ndi a have i ssued
any
instructions/circulars regardi ng recognition of tec
hni cal
educati on degr ees t hr ough ODL node of fered by t he deened
or
statutory uni versities. | f so, what are
t hese

instructions/circulars and what is the action/steps to be taken in
regard to the degrees awarded or status of such degrees as have
al ready been issued before the issue of such instructions.

5) How does UGC explain its stand in view of the docunents

filed by respondent No. 1 in I.A Nos. 5 and 6 of 2014
t hese



petitions or those enclosed with the SLP or counter affidavit.

Si nce t he controversy rel ates to Si X di fferent d
eened
uni versities namel y Vi nayaka M ssion’s research Foundat
on,
Sal em Tami | Nadu, | ASE Gandhi Vi dya Mandi r, Sar dar S
hahar
Raj ast han, JRN Vi dyapeet h Udai pur, Raj ast han and Al'l ah
abad,
Agriculture Resear ch I nstitute, Al | ahabad, u. P. t he pro
posed

10

af fidavit by Professor Ved Prakash shall state whether the UGC
recogni ses the degrees awarded by the said Universities by ODL
nmode even when t he same are degrees in techni cal educati on
i ncludi ng degrees that have al ready been awarded.
We grant to Professor Ved Prakash, Chairnman of the UGC four

weeks’ time to file the affidavit copy whereof shal | be served
upon | earned counsel for the counsel opposite who shall have two
weeks’ tinme thereafter to file their response.

List for hearing in the nonth of March, 2014.

I'n SLP ) No 19807-808 of 2012 and 38211 of 2012 | earned

counsel for the parties do not seriously oppose the prayer for

i mpl eadnent . Applications are all owed and the applicants added
as party respondents in SLP ) Nos. 19807-19808 of 2012 and
(AM E) respondent in 38211 of 2012 respectively.

Count er af fidavit shal | be filed by t he new y added

respondents within four weeks.
Rej oi nder, if any, be filed within two weeks thereafter
Post on 11.03. 2015.
M. Gopal Si ngh, Adv. earlier appeari ng for USC is
permitted to retire. Hi s name shall not appear in the cause-title

as counsel for UGC in future.

(Shashi Sar een) (Veena Kher a)
Court Master Court Master
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