IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION

CIVIL APPEAL NO. 812 OF 2005

Superintending Engineer,
U.B.D.C. Circle, Amritsar &
ORS. APPELLANT (S)
VERSUS
PARAMJIT SINGH (DEAD) RESPONDENT (S)
THROUGH LRS.
ORDER
1. The deceased respondent (workman) was employed as a daily

wager with the Irrigation Department, Punjab. He raised an
industrial dispute <claiming that his services had been
unlawfully terminated in violation of Section 25-F of the
Industrial Disputes Act, 1947. The Labour Court, by award
dated 26.03.2002, ordered his reinstatement. The award was
subsequently challenged by the appellants before the High
Court, which dismissed the challenge through Jjudgment and
order dated 10.11.2003, upholding the Labour Court’s decision.

wa@grieved thereby, the appellants have preferred the instant
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2. Heard Mr. Shadan Farasat, learned senior counsel appearing
for the appellants and Ms. Sangeeta Bharti, learned counsel
appearing on behalf of the 1legal heirs of the deceased

respondent (workman) .

3. Keeping the question open as to whether the Irrigation
Department, State of Punjab, qualifies as an industry under
Section 2(j) of the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, we note
that the deceased workman was granted reinstatement by the
Labour Court, which was upheld by the High Court. The
operation of the said relief, however, was stayed by this
Court vide order dated 05.11.2004, and during the pendency of
the instant appeal, the workman unfortunately passed away on
25.12.2020, 1leaving behind his 1legal heirs, who apparently
have no means of livelihood. In these circumstances, we find
it a fit case to invoke and exercise our powers under Article
142 of the Constitution of India and award a lump sum of Rs.
10 lakhs to the legal heirs of the deceased workman to do
complete justice to the parties. The amount shall be deposited
with the Industrial Tribunal (Tribunal) within six weeks, and
the Tribunal shall identify the legal heirs of the deceased

and will disburse the amount proportionately to them.

4. The appeal is, accordingly, dismissed.



5. Pending application(s),
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if any, shall stand closed.

(VIPUL M. PANCHOLI)
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UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following

ORDER

C.A. No. 812/2005

The appeal is dismissed in terms of the signed order. Signed
order is placed on the file.

Pending application(s), if any, shall stand closed.

Rest of the matters

Arguments concluded.
Judgment reserved.

Written submissions/notes be filed by the parties on or before

06.04.2026.
(NITIN TALREJA) (PREETHI T.C.)
ASTT. REGISTRAR-cum-PS ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
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