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ITEM NO.3               COURT NO.1               SECTION PIL-W
               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Miscellaneous Application No.901/2021 in W.P. (Crl.) No.199/2013

(Arising out of impugned final judgment and order dated  24-03-2015
in  W.P.(Crl.)  No.  No.  199/2013  passed  by  the  Supreme  Court  Of
India)

PEOPLES UNION FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES                  Petitioner(s)
                                VERSUS
UNION OF INDIA                                     Respondent(s)

(FOR ADMISSION and IA No.54799/2021-EXEMPTION FROM FILING AFFIDAVIT
and IA No.54796/2021-APPROPRIATE ORDERS/DIRECTIONS  and  IA No.
54796/2021 - APPROPRIATE ORDERS/DIRECTIONS and  IA No. 54799/2021 -
EXEMPTION FROM FILING AFFIDAVIT)
 
Date : 06-09-2022 These matters were called on for hearing today.
CORAM : 
         HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE S. RAVINDRA BHAT

Counsel for the parties 
Mr. Sanjay Parikh, Sr. Adv. 

                   Ms. Aparna Bhat, AOR
Ms. Karishma Maria, Adv. 
Mr. Satwik Parikh, Adv. 
Mr. Apar Gupta, Adv. 
Ms. Vrinda Bhandari, Adv. 
Mr. Abhinav Sekhri, Adv. 
Mr. Tanmay Singh, Adv. 
Mr. Krishnesh Bapat, Adv. 
Ms. Anandita Mishra, Adv. 

                   
Mr. K.K. Venugopal, Ld. AG
Mr. Tushar Mehta, SG
Ms. Shraddha Deshmukh, Adv. 
Mr. Kanu Agarwal, Adv. 
Mr. Zoheb Hossain, Adv. 
Mr. Udai Khanna, Adv. 

                   Mr. Gurmeet Singh Makker, AOR

                    Mr. S. Guru Krishnakumar, Sr. Adv. 
Mr. Deepayan Mandal, AOR
Mr. Mridul Bansal, Adv. 
Mr. Naman Verma, Adv. 

                    Mr. Sandeep Sudhakar Deshmukh, AOR

                    Mr. Tapesh Kumar Singh, AOR
Mr. Aditya Pratap Singh, Adv. 
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                    Mr. Naresh K. Sharma, AOR

                    Mr. Sameer Abhyankar, AOR
Mr. Abhinav Mishra, Adv. 
Ms. Nishi Sangtani, Adv. 
Ms. Vani Vandana Chhetri, Adv. 
Ms. Yeshi Rinchhen, Adv. 

                    M/S. PLR Chambers And Co., AOR

                    Mr. Mukesh K. Giri, AOR

Mr. S.C. Verma, Sr. Adv./AG
Mr. Sumeer Sodhi, AOR
Mr. Dhruv Wadhwa, Adv.  

                    Dr. Joseph Aristotle S., AOR
Ms. Nupur Sharma, Adv. 
Mr. Shobhit Dwivedi, Adv. 
Mr. Sanjeev Kumar Mahara, Adv. 

                    Mr. Gaurav Agrawal, AOR

Mr. Siddharth Dharmadhikari, Adv. 
Mr. Aaditya A. Pande, AOR
Mr. Bharat Bhagla, Adv. 

                    Ms. Sneha Kalita, AOR

                    Ms. Taruna Ardhendumauli Prasad, AOR
Ms. Shreya Srivastava, Adv. 
Mr. Ashish Madaan, Adv. 
Ms. Ananya Sahu, Adv. 
Mr. Aman Singh Bhadoria, Adv. 

                   Mr. Sharan Thakur, Adv. 
Mr. Mahesh Thakur, AOR
Mr. Siddharth Thakur, Adv. 
Mr. Biswendra Singh, Adv. 
Mr. Ajay Kanojiya, Adv. 
Mr. Vipasha Singh, Adv. 
Ms. Shivani, Adv. 
Ms. Neha Singh, Adv. 
Mr. Mustafa Sajad, Adv. 

                    Mr. Ajay Pal, AOR

Mr. Siddhesh Kotwal, Adv. 
Mr. Akash Singh, Adv. 
Mr. Nihar Dharmadhikari, Adv. 

Mr. Upendra Mishra, Adv. 



3

Mr. Avijit Mani Tripathi, AOR
Mr. Ranjan Mukherjee, Adv. 

Mr. Saket Singh, Adv. 
Ms. Somyashree, Adv. 

                    Mrs. Niranjana Singh, AOR

Mr. Tapesh Kumar Singh, AAG
Mr. Rajiv Shankar Dvivedi, Standing Counsel 
Mr. Kumar Anurag Singh, Adv. 
Ms. Tulika Mukherjee, AOR
Ms. Aastha Shrestha, Adv. 
Mr. Beenu Sharma, Adv. 

                    Mr. T. G. Narayanan Nair, AOR
Mr. Amit Sharma, Adv. 

                    Mr. Sunny Choudhary, AOR

                    Ms. Astha Sharma, AOR
Ms. Raveesha Gupta, Adv. 
Ms. Mantika Haryani, Adv. 
Mr. Sanjeev Kaushik, Adv. 
Ms. Deeksha Agrawal, Adv. 
Mr. Shreyas Awasthi, Adv. 

                    Mr. D.kumanan, AOR

                    Mr. Apoorv Kurup, AOR

Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR 
Mr. Arnav Singh Deo, Adv. 

Mr. Avneesh Arputham, Adv. 
Ms. Anuradha Arputham, Adv. 
Mr. Praveen Kr. Singh, Adv. 

                    For M/S. Arputham Aruna And Co, AOR

                    Mr. Anupam Raina, AOR

                    Mr. Kanhaiya Singhal, AOR
Ms. Priyal Garg, Adv. 
Mr. Chetan Bhardwaj, Adv. 
Mr. Udit Bakshi, Adv. 
Mr. Prasanna, Adv. 
Mr. Ajay Kumar, Adv. 
Ms. Anisha Agarwal, Adv. 

Mr. Soumya Chakraborty, Sr. Adv. 
                    Mr. Sudeep Kumar, AOR

Dr. Manish Singhvi, Sr. Adv. 
Mr. Arpit Parkash, Adv. 
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Mr. Vikalp Sharma, Adv. 
                    Mr. Sandeep Kumar Jha, AOR

Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR 
Mr. Arnav Singh Deo, Adv. 

                    Ms. Deepanwita Priyanka, AOR

Mr. K.M. Nataraj, ASG
                    Mr. Raghavendra S. Srivatsa, AOR

Mr. Venkita Subramoniam, TR, Adv. 
Ms. Komal Mundhra, Adv. 
Mr. Likhi Chandi Bonsle, Adv. 

                    Mr. Abhinav Mukerji, AOR
Ms. Bihu Sharma, Adv. 
Mr. Akshay C. Shrivastava, Adv. 
Ms. Pratishtha Vij, Adv. 

                    Ms. K. Enatoli Sema, AOR
Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, Adv. 
Ms. Chubalemla Chang, Adv. 

                    Mr. Kamlendra Mishra, AOR

                    Ms. Radhika Gautam, AOR

                    Mr. Arjun Garg, AOR
Mr. Shobhit Jain, Adv. 
Mr. Aakash Nandolia, Adv. 
Ms./Mr. Sagun Srivastava, Adv. 

Mr. Nishe Rajen Shonker, AOR
Ms. Anu K. Joy, Adv. 
Mr. Alim Anvar, Adv. 

                    Mr. Abhimanyu Tewari, AOR
Ms. Eliza Bar, Adv. 

Ms. Garima Prasad, AAG/Sr. Adv. 
                    Mr. Pradeep Misra, AOR

Mr. Suraj Singh, Adv. 

Mr. Kunal Chatterji, AOR
Ms. Maitrayee Banerjee, Adv. 
Mr. Rohit Bansal, Adv. 

  Ms. K. Enatoli Sema, AOR
Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, Adv. 
Ms. Chubalemla Chang, Adv. 

Mr. Avijit Mani Tripathi, AOR
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                    Ms. Uttara Babbar, AOR

                    Mr. S. Udaya Kumar Sagar, AOR
Ms. Sweena Nair, Adv. 
Mr. P. Mohith Rao, Adv. 

Mr. Anil Grover, Sr. AAG
Ms. Noopur Singhal, Adv. 
Mr. Satish Kapoor, Adv. 

                    Mr. Sanjay Kumar Visen, AOR      

Mr. Mahfooz A. Nazki, AOR
Mr. Polanki Gowtham, Adv. 
Mr. Shaik Mohamad Haneef, Adv. 
Mr. T. Vijaya Bhaskar Reddy, Adv. 
Ms. Rajeswari Mukherjee, Adv. 
Mr. K.V. Girish Chowdary, Adv.               

          UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                             O R D E R

The  grievance  raised  in  this  miscellaneous  application  is

about non-implementation of the decision of this Court in  Shreya

Singhal v. Union of India, (2015) 5 SCC 1, which  struck down

Section 66A of the Information Technology Act, 2000 (“the Act”, for

short). 

It is submitted that despite clear directions issued by this

Court and pronouncement of this Court, the provisions of Section

66A of the Act are still being invoked in various crimes/offences.

The instances in that behalf have been given in the application. 

This  Court  therefore  issued  notices  to  all  the  States/UTs

which are being represented before us. Most of the States/UTs have

unequivocally  submitted  that  the  directions  issued  in  Shreya

Singhal  are  being  scrupulously  followed  and  that  no  case  is

presently pending in respect of alleged offences under said Section

66A.  However,  there  are  some  instances  where  the  concerned

provisions were and are still being invoked; and that offences in
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that behalf are still pending consideration. 

It is a matter of serious concern that despite authoritative

pronouncement by this Court, the offences under said Section which

was  struck  down  by  this  Court  are  still  being  registered  and

continued. 

In the circumstances, we request Mr. Zoheb Hossain, learned

counsel who appears on behalf of the Union of India, to get in

touch with the Chief Secretaries of the respective States/UTs where

the offences are still being registered or stand registered and

impress upon the Chief Secretaries to take remedial measures as

early as possible. 

 Mr. Zoheb Hossain, learned  counsel, shall be rendered due

assistance by the learned Advocates appearing for the States/UTs in

order to have complete assessment of the entire problem. He shall

be  at  liberty  to  write  communications  to  the  concerned  Chief

Secretaries  asking  for  relevant  information.  Learned  Advocates

appearing for the States/UTs in turn are directed to supply all the

information in the form of affidavits already represented before

this Court or such other material as may be required by Mr. Zoheb

Hossain, learned counsel. Let the entire exercise be undertaken

within three weeks from today. 

List the matter for further consideration on 11.10.2022. 

(SANJAY KUMAR-II)                               (VIRENDER SINGH)
ASTT. REGISTRAR-cum-PS                             BRANCH OFFICER
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