
ITEM NO.1503               COURT NO.1               SECTION PIL-W

               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Writ Petition(s)(Civil)  No(s).243/2005

RAJIVE RATURI                                      Petitioner(s)

                                VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA & ORS.                              Respondent(s)

(WITH  IA  No.  144854/2018  -  APPLICATION  FOR  PERMISSION,  IA  No.
121954/2024 - APPROPRIATE ORDERS/DIRECTIONS, IA No. 84893/2018 -
EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T., IA No. 3/2009 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING
O.T., IA No. 2/2007 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T., IA No. 1/2005 -
EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T., IA No. 96423/2018 - I/A FOR FILING
STATUS  REPORT  CUM  ACTION  TAKEN  REPORT,  IA  No.  89088/2018  -
INTERVENTION  APPLICATION,  IA  No.  96163/2018  –
INTERVENTION/IMPLEADMENT,  IA  No.  5/2014  -  PERMISSION  TO  FILE
ANNEXURES, IA No. 4/2012 - PERMISSION TO FILE ANNEXURES)
 
WITH
W.P.(C) No. 228/2006 (PIL-W)
(WITH IA No. 2/2011 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T., IA No. 1/2006 -
EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T.)
 
Date : 08-11-2024 These petitions were called on for 

pronouncement of judgment today.

For Petitioner(s) Mr. Colin Gonsalves, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Rajanmani, Adv.
                   Mr. Ali Qambar Zaidi, Adv.
                   Mr. Satya Mitra, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Jyoti Mendiratta, AOR
                   
For Respondent(s) Mr. Vikramjit Banerjee, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Siddharth Sinha, Adv.
                   Mrs. Sunita Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhishek Atrey, Adv.
                   Mr. Nachiketa Joshi, Adv.
                   Mr. R.r Rajesh, Adv.
                   Mr. Wasim Qadri, Adv.
                   Dr. N. Visakamurthy, AOR

Mr. Vikramjit Banerjee, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Nachiketa Joshi, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Wasim Quadri, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Maroria, AOR
                   Mr. Akshay Amritanshu, Adv.
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                   Mr. Abhishek Atrey, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddharth Sinha, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajeeva Ranjan Rajesh, Adv.
                   Ms. Sunita Sharma, Adv.

Mr. K.N. Natraj, A.S.G.
Mr. Kanu Agrawal, Adv.

                   Mrs. Indira Bhakar, Adv.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Verma, Adv.
                   Mr. Bhuvan Kapoor, Adv.
                   Mr. Piyush Beriwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashwat Parihar, Adv.
                   Mr. Harish Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajesh Singh Chauhan, Adv.
                   Mr. Krishan Kant Dubey, Adv.
                   Mr. Apoorv Kurup, Adv.
                   Mr. Shreekant Neelappa Terdal, AOR

Ms. Susmita Lal, AOR

                   Mr. Gopal Prasad, AOR
                   

Mr. T. Mahipal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sanjay Kumar Visen, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Guntur Prabhakar, AOR
                   Mr. M. T. George, AOR
                   Mr. V. K. Verma, AOR
                   Mr. Chanchal Kumar Ganguli, AOR
                   Mr. Gurmeet Singh Makker, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Pankaj Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Pawan Kumar Shukla, Adv.
                   Ms. Kanika, Adv.
                   Mr. Raj Singh Rana, AOR

                   Mr. Nishe Rajen Shonker, AOR
                   Mrs. Anu K Joy, Adv.
                   Mr. Alim Anvar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. V. N. Raghupathy, AOR
                   Mr. Raghavendra M. Kulkarni, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Diksha Rai, AOR
                   Ms. Apurva Sachdev, Adv.
                   Mr. Piyush Vyas, Adv.
                   Ms. Purvat Wali, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Amrish Kumar, AOR
                   
                   Ms. K. Enatoli Sema, AOR
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                   Ms. Limayinla Jamir, Adv.
                   Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Chubalemla Chang, Adv.
                   Mr. Prang Newmai, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Nishant Ramakantrao Katneshwarkar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Omkar Deshpande, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddharth Dharmadhikari, Adv.
                   Mr. Sourav Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Aaditya Aniruddha Pande, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shibashish Misra, AOR
                   Mr. Anil Nag, AOR
                   Mr. Jatinder Kumar Bhatia, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shiv Mangal Sharma, A.A.G.
                   Mr. Milind Kumar, AOR
                   Dr. Charu Mathur, Adv.
                   Mrs. Nidhi Jaswal, Adv.
                   Mr. B.s. Rajesh Agrajit, Adv.
                   Mr. Saurabh Rajpal, Adv.
                   Ms. Priya Nagar, Adv.
                   Mr. Amogh Bansal, Adv.
                   Ms. Jyoti Rana, Adv.
                   Ms. Shalini Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Santosh Kumar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Sandeep Jindal, AOR
                   Mr. Anand Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Vishwanathan Iyer, Adv.
                   Mrs. Shimpy Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Arman Roop Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Pooja Shushil Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Yeshasvi Shrivastava, Adv.
                   Mr. Sandeep Jindal, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Jatinder Kumar Sethi, D.A.G.
                   Mr. Akshat Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Advitiya Awasthi, Adv.
                   
                   M/S.  Corporate Law Group, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Bhakti Vardhan Singh, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Pragati Neekhra, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sameer Abhyankar, AOR
                   Mr. Rahul Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Aryan Srivastava, Adv.
                   Mr. Aakash Thakur, Adv.
                   Mr. Sarthak Dora, Adv.
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                   Ms. Ayushi Bansal, Adv.
                   Ms. Ria Dhawan, Adv.
                   Mr. Amish Tandon, Adv.
                   Ms. Vaishnavi, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Anil Shrivastav, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Avijit Mani Tripathi, AOR
                   Mr. T.K. Nayak, Adv.                   
                   
                   Ms. Ruchira Gupta, Adv.
                   Mr. Shishir Deshpande, AOR
                   Ms. Pooja Tripathi, Adv.
                   Ms. Harshita Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Amit Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhishek Verma, Adv.
                   
                   Mrs. B. Sunita Rao, AOR
                   Ms. Ranjeeta Rohatgi, AOR
                   Ms. Hemantika Wahi, AOR
                   Mr. Kuldip Singh, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Nupur Kumar, AOR                   
                   
                   Mr. Lenin Singh Hijam, Adv. Gen, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Pukhrambam Ramesh Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Karun Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Rajkumari Divyasana, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Deepanwita Priyanka, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sumeer Sodhi, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Rushab Aggarwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Pashupathi Nath Razdan, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sunny Choudhary, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Arjun D Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Ankita Sharma, AOR                   
                   
                   Mr. C. K. Sasi, AOR
                   Ms. Meena K Poulose, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Gopal Singh, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR
                   Mr. Deepayan Dutta, Adv.
                   Mr. Saurabh Tripathi, Adv.
                   
                   M/S. Plr Chambers And Co., AOR
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                   Mr. Jogy Scaria, AOR
                   Mr. M. Yogesh Kanna, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Astha Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. Sanjeev Kaushik, Adv.
                   Ms. Mantika Haryani, Adv.
                   Mr. Himanshu Chakravarty, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Sahil Bhalaik, AOR
                   Mr. Tushar Giri, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddharth Anil Khanna, Adv.
                   Mr. Ritik Arora, Adv.
                   Mr. Shivam Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Gowtham Polanki, Adv.
                   Ms. Gulshan Jahan, Adv.
                   Mr. Gulshan Jahan, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Anando Mukherjee, AOR                   
                   
                   Mr. Akshay Amritanshu, AOR
                   Ms. Drishti Saraf, Adv.
                   Ms. Pragya Upadhyay, Adv.
                   Ms. Swati Mishra, Adv.
                   
                   Mrs. Anil Katiyar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Chirag M. Shroff, AOR                   
                   
                   Mr. Sudarshan Singh Rawat, AOR
                   Ms. Saakshi Singh Rawat, Adv.
                   Mr. Sunny Sachin Rawat, Adv.

                   Ms. G. Indira, AOR
                   Mr. Gandeepan, Adv.
                   Mr. Ashwani Kumar, Adv.
                   Ms. Purnima, Adv.
                   Ms. Anvita Dwivedi, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Aravindh S., AOR
                   Ms. Tharanisre, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Kamini Jaiswal, AOR

                   Mr. Naresh Kumar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sudarshan Singh Rawat, AOR
                   Ms. Saakshi Singh Rawat, Adv.
                   Mr. Sunny Sachin Rawat, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Uday B. Dube, AOR

                   Ms. Radhika Gautam, AOR
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                   Ms. Sneha Kalita, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR
                   Mr. Deepayan Dutta, Adv.
                   Mr. Saurabh Tripathi, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Apoorv Kurup, AOR

                   Mr. Jatinder Kumar Bhatia, AOR

                   Mr. Prashant Shrikant Kenjale, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Sindoora Vnl, AOR
                   Ms. Thithikasha Padmam, Adv.                   
                   
                   Ms. K. Enatoli Sema, AOR
                   Ms. Limayinla Jamir, Adv.
                   Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Chubalemla Chang, Adv.
                   Mr. Prang Newmai, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Ahanthem Henry, Adv.
                   Mr. Kumar Mihir, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Anil Shrivastav, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sunil Kumar Jain, AOR
                   Ms. Reeta Chaudhary, Adv.
                   Ms. Rashika Swarup, Adv.
                   Mr. Naman Jain, Adv.

                   Mr. Nishe Rajen Shonker, AOR
                   Mrs. Anu K Joy, Adv.
                   Mr. Alim Anvar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Ramesh Babu M. R., AOR
                   Mr. T. G. Narayanan Nair, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Pai Amit, AOR
                   Ms. Pankhuri Bhardwaj, Adv.
                   Mr. Tathagata Dutta, Adv.
                   Mr. Nikhil Pahwa, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhiyudaya Vats, Adv.
                   Mr. Kushal Dube, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Guntur Prabhakar, AOR
                   Mr. Mahesh Thakur, AOR
                   Mr. Naresh K. Sharma, AOR
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                   Mr. Shovan  Mishra, AOR
                   Ms. Bipasa Tripathy, Adv.

                   Mr. Kunal Chatterji, AOR
                   Ms. Maitrayee Banerjee, Adv.
                   Mr. Rohit Bansal, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Enakshi Mukhopadhyay Siddhanta, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Arjun Garg, AOR
                   Mr. Kriti Gupta, Adv.
                   Ms. Sagun Srivastava, Adv.
                   Mr. Brahma Prakash Soni, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Sahil Tagotra, AOR
                   Mr. Sujay Jain, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Zoheb Hossain, AOR
                   Mr. Maninder Singh, Sr. Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Gautam Narayan, AOR
                   Ms. Asmita Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Tushar Nair, Adv.
                   Mr. Anirudh Anand, Adv.
                   Mr. Punishk Handa, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Ratan Kumar Choudhuri, AOR
                   Mr. Gopal Singh, AOR
                   Mr. Pramod Dayal, AOR
                   Mr. Ashok Mathur, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Astha Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. Sanjeev Kaushik, Adv.
                   Ms. Mantika Haryani, Adv.
                   Mr. Himanshu Chakravarty, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Vishakha, AOR
                   Ms. Manisha Ambwani, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sanjai Kumar Pathak, AOR
                   Mrs. Shashi Pathak, Adv.
                   Mr. Arvind Kumar Tripathi, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Sravan Kumar Karanam, AOR
                   Mr. Aniket Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhiram, Adv.
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1 Hon’ble Dr Justice Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud, Chief Justice of India, pronounced

the  judgment  of  the  Bench  comprising  His  Lordship,  Hon’ble  Mr  Justice  J  B

Pardiwala and Hon’ble Mr Justice Manoj Misra.

2 In  terms  of  the  signed  reportable  judgment,  the  following  principles  of

accessibility should be considered while carrying out the above exercise:

a. Universal Design: The rules should prioritize universal  design principles,

making  spaces  and  services  usable  by  all  individuals  to  the  greatest

extent possible, without requiring adaptations or specialized design;

b. Comprehensive Inclusion Across  Disabilities:  Rules should  cover  a wide

range  of  disabilities  including  physical,  sensory,  intellectual,  and

psychosocial  disabilities.  This  includes  provisions  for  specific  conditions

such  as  autism,  cerebral  palsy,  intellectual  disabilities,  psychosocial

disabilities, sickle cell disease, and ichthyosis;

c. Assistive Technology Integration:  Mandating the integration of  assistive

and adaptive  technologies,  such  as  screen  readers,  audio  descriptions,

and  accessible  digital  interfaces,  to  ensure  digital  and  informational

accessibility across public and private platforms; and

d. Ongoing Stakeholder Consultation: This process should involve continuous

consultation with persons with disabilities and advocacy organizations to

incorporate lived experiences and practical insights.

3 The Petitioner and NALSAR CDS have proposed a series of recommendations

with regard to the existing legal framework. The Union Government is directed

to meaningfully consider these recommendations while reworking the content of
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Rule 15. 

4 NALSAR-CDS  states  that  the  report  has  been  prepared  using  their  own

resources,  and no financial  claims have been made to the Ministry of  Social

Justice and Empowerment. Annexure II of the NALSAR-CDS Report indicates that

it  has  been prepared  over  a  period  of  six  months,  after  consulting  fifty-two

experts, receiving reports from fourteen states and three Union Territories, and

with over hundred reports from organizations and individual testimonies. As the

report states, it is “a present-day example of creating a knowledge commons.”

This Court records its appreciation for and is cognizant of the labour of time,

effort,  and resources  expended by the NALSAR-CDS in preparing this  report.

Accordingly,  the  Union  of  India  in  the  Ministry  of  Social  Justice  and

Empowerment is directed to pay NALSAR-CDS an amount of INR 50,00,000 as

compensation  for  the  work,  which  was  carried  out  in  a  timely  and

comprehensive manner. The amount shall be disbursed to NALSAR-CDS no later

than 15 December 2024.

5 With the above direction, the Writ Petitions are adjourned to 7 March 2025 on

which date, the Union Government must report compliance to this Court.

  (SANJAY KUMAR-I)                (SAROJ KUMARI GAUR)
ADDITIONAL REGISTRAR                   ASSISTANT REGISTRAR

(Signed reportable judgment is placed on the file)
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