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ITEM NO.14               COURT NO.7               SECTION PIL-W

               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Writ Petition(s)(Civil)  No(s).  243/2005

RAJIVE RATURI                                      Petitioner(s)

                                VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA & ORS.                              Respondent(s)

[ FOR COMPLIANCE ]....[TO BE TAKEN UP HIGH ON THE BOARD] 
IA No. 144854/2018 - APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION
IA No. 121954/2024 - APPROPRIATE ORDERS/DIRECTIONS
IA No. 84893/2018 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T.
IA No. 3/2009 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T.
IA No. 2/2007 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T.
IA No. 1/2005 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T.
IA No. 96423/2018 - I/A FOR FILING STATUS REPORT CUM ACTION TAKEN 
REPORT - PER BY CM
IA No. 89088/2018 - INTERVENTION APPLICATION
IA No. 96163/2018 - INTERVENTION/IMPLEADMENT
IA No. 5/2014 - PERMISSION TO FILE ANNEXURES
IA No. 4/2012 - PERMISSION TO FILE ANNEXURES
 
WITH
W.P.(C) No. 228/2006 (PIL-W)
 FOR EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T. ON IA 1/2006 
FOR EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T. ON IA 2/2011
IA No. 2/2011 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T.
IA No. 1/2006 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T.
 W.P.(C) No. 1380/2019 (PIL-W)

IA No. 68652/2021 - APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION
 W.P.(C) No. 600/2021 (PIL-W)
 FOR EXEMPTION FROM FILING AFFIDAVIT ON IA 65053/2021
IA No. 65053/2021 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING AFFIDAVIT
 W.P.(C) No. 524/2024 (PIL-W)
FOR ADMISSION
 
Date : 11-02-2026 These matters were called on for hearing today.

CORAM : 
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE J.B. PARDIWALA
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE K.V. VISWANATHAN

For Petitioner(s) : 
                   M/S. Karanjawala & Co., AOR
                   Mr. Siddharth Bhatnagar, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Arjun Sharma, Adv.
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                   Mr. Arjun Surjewala, Adv.
                   Ms. Sarah Ayreen Mir, Adv.
                   Mr. Nadeem Afroz, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Sanchita Ain, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Roma Bhagat, Adv.
                   Mr. Rohan Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Prapti Shrivastava, Adv.
                   Ms. Ruchika Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Ishan Harlalka, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashank Singh, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Jyoti Mendiratta, AOR
                   
For Respondent(s) : Ms. Susmita Lal, AOR
                   Mr. Gopal Prasad, AOR
                   Mr. T. Mahipal, AOR
                   Mr. Sanjay Kumar Visen, AOR
                   Mr. Guntur Prabhakar, AOR
                   Mr. V. N. Raghupathy, AOR

    Mr. Raghavir Singh Chadhry, Adv.
    Mr. Sanjiv Kumar Jain, Adv.
    Ms. Niharika Dwivedi, Adv.
    Ms. Swati Vishau, Adv.
    Mr. Anupam Kumar, Adv.
    Mr. Jogender Kumar, Adv.
    Mr. Dilip Kumar, Adv.

                   
                   Ms. K. Enatoli Sema, AOR
                   Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Chubalemla Chang, Adv.
                   Mr. Prang Newmai, Adv.
                   Ms. Yanmi Phazang, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Digvijay Dam, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajan Kr.chourasia, Adv.
                   Mr. Akshit Pradhan, Adv.
                   Mr. Amit Sharma-(b), Adv.
                   Mr. Amrish Kumar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Gurmeet Singh Makker, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sanchit Garga, AOR
                   Mr. Kunal Rana, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashwat Jaiswal, Adv.
                   Ms. Aarohi Garg, Adv.
                   Mr. M. T. George, AOR
                   Mr. V. K. Verma, AOR
                   Mr. Chanchal Kumar Ganguli, AOR
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                   Mr. Pankaj Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Sk Warish Ali, Adv.
                   Mr. Raj Singh Rana, AOR
                   Mr. Pawan Kumar Shukla, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Nishe Rajen Shonker, AOR
                   Mrs. Anu K Joy, Adv.
                   Mr. Alim Anvar, Adv.
                   Mr. Santhosh K, Adv.
                   Mrs. Devika A.l., Adv.
                   
                   
                   Ms. Diksha Rai, AOR
                   Ms. Purvat Wali, Adv.
                   Ms. Sagun Srivastava, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Sudarshan Lamba, AOR
                   Ms. Archana Pathak Dave, A.S.G.
                   Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, A.S.G.
                   Ms. Archana Paathak Dave, A.S.G.
                   Ms. Neelakshi Bhadouria, Adv.
                   Ms. Ruchi Kohli, Adv.
                   Ms. Adhya Jha, Adv.
                   Mr. Shivank Pratap Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Suhashini Sen, Adv.
                   Mr. C.k.sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Swati Ghildiyal, Adv.
                   Mr. Sanjay Kr.dubey, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddhant Kohli, Adv.
                   Mr. Mohd.akhil, Adv.
                   Mr. Chitvan Singhal, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajbahadur Yadav, Aor, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Ms. Archana Pathak Dave, A.S.G.
                   Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Vikramjit Banerjee, A.S.G.
                    Neelakshi Bhadouria, Adv.
                   Mrs. Archana Pathak Dave,, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Siddharth Sinha, Adv.
                    Digvijay Dam, Adv.
                   Mrs. Sunita Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajan Kr. Chourasia, Adv.
                    Adhya Jha, Adv.
                    Ruchi Kohli, Adv.
                    Akshit Pradhan, Adv.
                    Shivank Pratap Singh, Adv.
                    Suhasini Sen, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhishek Atrey, Adv.
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                    C.k.sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Swat Ghildiyal, Adv.
                   Mr. Nachiketa Joshi, Adv.
                    Amit Sharma-(b), Adv.
                   Mr. Md. Akhil, Adv.
                   Mr. R.r Rajesh, Adv.
                   Mr. Durga Dutt, Adv.
                   Dr. N. Visakamurthy, AOR
                   
                   
                   Mr. Omkar Deshpande, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddharth Dharmadhikari, Adv.
                   Mr. Aaditya Aniruddha Pande, AOR
                   Mr. Shrirang B. Varma, Adv.
                   Mr. Nishant Ramakantrao Katneshwarkar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Anil Nag, AOR
                   Ms. Sanya Kashyap, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Mithu Jain, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shiv Mangal Sharma, A.A.G.
                   Ms. Abhinandini Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Nidhi Jaswal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Jatinder Kumar Bhatia, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Anand Sharma, Adv.
                   Mrs. Shimpy Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Arman Roop Sharma, Adv.
                   Mrs. Priya Pachouri, Adv.
                   Mr. Nishkarsh Kumar Pharswal, Adv.
                   Mr. Sandeep Jindal, AOR
                   
                   
                   Mr. Akshat Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Ajay Bahuguna, Adv.
                   
                   M/S.  Corporate Law Group, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Bhakti Vardhan Singh, AOR
                   Mr. J Tarun Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Sandeep Singh Somaria, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Pragati Neekhra, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sameer Abhyankar, AOR
                   Mr. Krishna Rastogi, Adv.
                   Mr. Rahul Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Aakash Thakur, Adv.
                   Mr. Aryan Srivastava, Adv.
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                   Mr. Anil Shrivastav, AOR
                   Mr. Avijit Mani Tripathi, AOR

    Mr. T.K. Nayak, Adv.
                   Mrs. B. Sunita Rao, AOR
                   Mr. Shishir Deshpande, AOR
                   Ms. Ranjeeta Rohatgi, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Gaurav Dhama, Adv.

    Ms. Sushree Sipra Sahu, Adv.
                   Ms. Nupur Kumar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Kuldip Singh, AOR

    Mr. Manjit Singh Gill, Adv.
    Mr. Amit Kumar Chawla, Adv.
    Mr. Hitesh Kumar Sharma, Adv.
    Mr. Akhileshwar Jha, Adv.
    Mr. Sandeep Kumar Sharma, Adv.
    Mr. Prince Raj, Adv.

                   
                   Mr. Pukhrambam Ramesh Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Karun Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Rajkumari Divyasana, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Ms. Deepanwita Priyanka, AOR
                   Ms. Aneesha Rastogi, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Rushab Aggarwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Pashupathi Nath Razdan, AOR
                   Ms. Maitreyee Jagat Joshi, Adv.
                   Mr. Astik Gupta, Adv.
                   Ms. Akanksha Tomar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Gopal Singh, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Manisha T. Karia, A.A.G.
                   Mr. Arkaj Kumar Ga, Adv.
                   Mr. Harmeet Singh Ruprah, AOR
                   Mr. Nirmal Ambastha, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Ms. Ankita Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. Arjun D. Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Ishika Neogi, Adv.
                   Mr. Divya Tripathi, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. C. K. Sasi, AOR
                   Ms. Meena K Poulose, Adv.
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                   Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR
                   Mr. Deepayan Dutta, Adv.
                   Mr. Saurabh Tripathi, Adv.
                   
                   M/S. Plr Chambers And Co., AOR
                   Mr. M. Yogesh Kanna, AOR
                   Mr. Jogy Scaria, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Kunal Mimani, AOR
                   Mr. Abhinav Rana, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Sahil Bhalaik, AOR
                   Mr. Tushar Giri, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddharth Anil Khanna, Adv.
                   Mr. Ritik Arora, Adv.
                   Mr. Shivam Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Mihir Joshi, Adv.
                   Mr. Sewa Singh, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Anando Mukherjee, AOR
                   Mr. Shwetank Singh, Adv.
                   Mrs. Riya Dhingra, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Samir Ali Khan, AOR
                   Mr. Pranjal Sharma, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Akshay Amritanshu, AOR
                   Mr. Abhay Nair, Adv.
                   Mr. Sarthak Srivastava, Adv.
                   Mr. Mayur Goyal, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Chirag M. Shroff, AOR
                   Mrs. Anil Katiyar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Vikramjeet Banerjee, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Nachiketa Joshi, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Maroria, AOR
                   Mr. Akshay Amritanshu, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhishek Atrey, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddharth Sinha, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajeeva Ranjan Rajesh, Adv.
                   Ms. Sunita Sharma, Adv.

                     
                   
                   Ms. G. Indira, AOR
                   Mr. P Gandepan, Adv.
                   Mr. Anurag Kashyap, Adv.
                   Ms. Yashi Jain, Adv.
                   Ms. Anjali Singh, Adv.
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                   Ms. Raniba Pangnila, Adv.
                   Mr. Sudarshan Singh Rawat, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Aravindh S., AOR
                   Ms. Anika Bansal, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Ms. Archana Pathak Dave, A.S.G.
                   Mr. K.m. Natraj, A.S.G.
                   Ms. Neelakshi Bhadouria, Adv.
                   Mrs. Indira Bhakar, Adv.
                   Ms. Adhya Jha, Adv.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Verma, Adv.
                   Mr. Shivank Pratap Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Kanuagrawal, Adv.
                   Mr. Chandra Kant Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Bhuvan Kapoor, Adv.
                   Ms. Dumni Soren, Adv.
                   Mr. Krishna Kant Dubey, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashwat Parihar, Adv.
                   Mr. Harish Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. Apoorv Kurup, Adv.
                   Mr. Piyush Beriwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Santosh Ramdurg, Adv.
                   Mr. Yogesh Vats, Adv.
                   Mr. Shreekant Neelappa Terdal, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Kamini Jaiswal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Kunal Chatterji, AOR
                   Ms. Maitrayee Banerjee, Adv.
                   Mr. Rohit Bansal, Adv.
                   Mr. Varij Nayan Mishra, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Amit Pai, AOR
                   Ms. Merin Francis, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Annam Venkatesh, AOR
                   Mr. Rahul Mishra, Adv.
                   Ms. Agrimaa Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Satyarth Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Tejaswani Upadhyay, Adv.
                   Mr. Dhuli Shiva Shankar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Pramod Dayal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Arjun Garg, AOR
                   Ms. Amruta Arjun Garg, Adv.
                   Ms. Arushi Kulshrestha, Adv.
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                   Mr. Amit Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. Dipesh Sinha, Adv.
                   Ms. Pallavi Barua, Adv.
                   Ms. Aparna Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Manisha Ambwani, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Ashok Mathur, AOR
                   Ms. Shardha Zutshi, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Sahil Tagotra, AOR
                   Ms. Shreya Kasera, Adv.
                   Mr. Rakesh Talukdar, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Shovan  Mishra, AOR
                   Ms. Bipasa Tripathy, Adv.
                   Mr. Shlok Luthra, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Ms. Asmita Singh, AOR
                   Ms. Asmita Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Ankita Makan, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Naresh Kumar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sanjai Kumar Pathak, AOR
                   Mrs. Shashi Pathak, Adv.
                   Mr. Arvind Kumar Tripathi, Adv.
                   Mr. Robin Kumar, Adv.
                   Ms. Shweta Jayshankar Dwivedi, Adv.
                   Ms. Smriti Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Ratan Kumar Choudhuri, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Enakshi Mukhopadhyay Siddhanta, AOR
                   Mr. Rao Raj Bahadur Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Shaji Kodankandath, Adv.
                   Ms. Shashi Bala, Adv.
                   Mr. Praveen Chaudhary, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Sudarshan Singh Rawat, AOR
                   Ms. Astha Sharma, AOR
                   Ms. Radhika Gautam, AOR
                   Mr. Zoheb Hossain, AOR
                    Intervenor-in-person, AOR
                   Ms. Sneha Kalita, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Rahul Bajaj, Adv.
                   Mr. Amar Jain, Adv.
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                   Mr. Amritesh Mishra, Adv.
                   Ms. Sarah, Adv.
                   Mr. Talha Abdul Rahman, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Vishakha, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Gopal Jha, AOR
                   Mr. Nimish Arjaria, Adv.
                   Ms. Shireesha Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Sawan Datta, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR
                   Mr. Deepayan Dutta, Adv.
                   Mr. Saurabh Tripathi, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Sravan Kumar Karanam, AOR
                   Mr. Kumar Abhishek, Adv.
                   Mr. Santosh Kumar Yadav, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Jatinder Kumar Bhatia, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Archana Pathak Dave, A.S.G.
                   Mr. K.m. Natraj, A.S.G.
                   Ms. Neelakshi Bhadouria, Adv.
                   Mrs. Indira Bhakar, Adv.
                   Ms. Adhya Jha, Adv.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Verma, Adv.
                   Mr. Shivank Pratap Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Kanuagrawal, Adv.
                   Mr. Chandra Kant Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Bhuvan Kapoor, Adv.
                   Ms. Dumni Soren, Adv.
                   Mr. Krishna Kant Dubey, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashwat Parihar, Adv.
                   Mr. Harish Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. Apoorv Kurup, Adv.
                   Mr. Piyush Beriwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Santosh Ramdurg, Adv.
                   Mr. Yogesh Vats, Adv.
                   Mr. Shreekant Neelappa Terdal, AOR
                   
                   
                   Ms. K. Enatoli Sema, AOR
                   Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Chubalemla Chang, Adv.
                   Mr. Prang Newmai, Adv.
                   Ms. Yanmi Phazang, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Gopal Singh, AOR
                   Mr. Anil Shrivastav, AOR
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                   Mr. Prashant Shrikant Kenjale, AOR
                   
                   
                   Mr. Nishe Rajen Shonker, AOR
                   Mrs. Anu K Joy, Adv.
                   Mr. Alim Anvar, Adv.
                   Mr. Santhosh K, Adv.
                   Mrs. Devika A.l., Adv.
                   
                   
                   Ms. Sindoora Vnl, AOR
                   Ms. Thithiksha Padmam, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Nidhi Mittal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. T. G. Narayanan Nair, AOR
                   Ms. Samyuktha H Nair, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Ahantham Henry, Adv.
                   Mr. Ahantham Rohen Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Mohan Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Aniket Rajput, Adv.
                   Ms. Khios Am Nirmala Devi, Adv.
                   Mr. Yeshu Mehta, Adv.
                   Mr. Tanay Hegde, Adv.
                   Mr. Kumar Mihir, AOR
                   
                   
                   Mr. Deepayan Mandal, AOR
                   Mr. Naman Varma, Adv.
                   Mr. Mridul Bansal, Adv.
                   Mr. Aryan Ahmed, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Guntur Prabhakar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sunil Kumar Jain, AOR
                   Ms. Rashika Swarup, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Naresh K. Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. Mahesh Thakur, AOR
                   Mr. Ramesh Babu M. R., AOR
                   

          UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                             O R D E R

1. We heard Mr. Rahul Bajaj, the learned counsel appearing for

the  intervenor,  namely,  Mr.  Amar  Jain,  the  learned  counsel
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appearing for the petitioner in item no. 14.2, Ms. Roma Bhagat, the

learned  counsel  appearing  for  the  original  petitioner,  Rajive

Raturi and Ms. Aishwarya Bhati and Ms. Archana Pathak Dave, the

learned A.S.G.s appearing for the Union of India.

2. In the course of today’s hearing, Mr. Rahul Bajaj laid much

emphasis on two directions issued by this Court in its judgment

titled Rajive Raturi vs. Union of India reported in (2024) 16 SCC

654 more particularly, para 76 and 77 respectively. Para 76 and 77

reads thus:-

“76. Similar  objectives  are  found  in  the  guidelines
prescribed  in  other  clauses  of  Rule  15  as  well.
Illustratively,  at  random,  we  may  refer  to  the  (i)
Guidelines  for  Accessibility  Standards  in  the  Port
Sector  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Port  Shipping  and
Waterways;  and  (ii)  Accessibility  Standards  and
Guidelines  for  Civil  Aviation  2022.  The  stated
objectives of these documents are as follows:

“Accessibility Standards in the Port Sector

The guidelines provided here are illustrative in nature
and not exhaustive. They intend to meet the immediate
requirements  of  Accessibility  to  ensure  that  the
facilities  are  made  usable  by  the  persons  with
disability  and  reduced  mobility.  Besides  these
guidelines, the sector specific detailed guidelines made
by  Experts  such  as  the  guidelines  on  Accessibility
Standards  prepared  by  Tourism  and  Travel  Department,
Transport  Department,  Hotel  Industry,  Commercial  and
Industrial  Department  may  also  be,  to  the  extent
relevant, relied upon and used at different places in
the  Port,  Harbours  and  Piers.  To  this  extent,  these
guidelines are not conclusive; but are open to continual
improvement.

These guidelines can be used as broad guiding principles
for planning of Accessibility Standards at the time of
construction  of  Cruise  and  Passenger  Terminals,
Transport  Hubs  in  the  Ports  and  harbours  as  also  in
retrofitting  the  existing  structures.  To  ensure  that
these  guidelines  remain  practical  for  implementation,
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salient features of the guidelines have been discussed
with the Nodal Officer for Cruise Tourism and the other
Stakeholders.

Accessibility  Standards  and  Guidelines  for  Civil
Aviation

This  document  is  a  foundation  stone  in  achieving
accessible airports.  Its true success shall be seen in
the implementation at various airports resulting in more
safe, inclusive and convenient customer experience and
we believe that it will happen over time.”

77. The above extracts indicate that these two documents
also do not envisage mandatory rules and instead appear
to  be  recommendatory  guidelines.  The  Accessibility
Standards  in  the  Port  Sector  are  conceived  as
“illustrative”, and “non-conclusive” and only as “broad
guidelines” for both new construction and retrofitting.
It is difficult to fathom how a document which is only
illustrative  and  contains  broad  guidelines,  can  be
mandatorily enforced, with consequences such as fines
and withholding of completion certificates. Similarly,
the  Accessibility  Standards  and  Guidelines  for  Civil
Aviation also indicate that they seek to be achieved
“over time”.”

3. In the aforesaid context, Mr. Bajaj invited our attention to

clause 4 of the Allocation of Business Rules, 1961. The same reads

thus:-

“4. To act as the nodal Department for matters pertaining to
Disability and Persons with Disabilities.
NOTE:  The  Department  of  Empowerment  of  Persons  with
Disabilities (Divyangjan) shall be the nodal Department for
the overall policy, planning and coordination of programmes
for Persons with Disabilities. However, overall management and
monitoring etc. of the sectoral programmes in respect of this
group shall be the responsibility of the concerned Central
Ministries,  State  Governments  and  Union  Territory
Administrations.  Each  Central  Ministry  or  Department  shall
discharge nodal responsibility concerning its sector.”
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4. Thereafter,  he  invited  our  attention  to  Rule  15(2)  of  the

Rights of Persons with Disabilities Rules, 2017. The same reads

thus:-

“15. Rules for Accessibility.—

(2)  The  respective  Ministries  and  Departments  shall
ensure  compliance  of  the  standards  of  accessibility
specified under this rule through the concerned domain
regulators or otherwise.”

5. In the aforesaid context, Mr. Bajaj wants this Court to direct

as under:-

A. In  sectors  in  which  there  is  a  preclearance

regime, the Relevant Ministry or Department, through the

domain  regulator  or  otherwise,  must  seek  an

accessibility  conformance  report/undertaking  from  the

Establishment  concerned  regarding  compliance  with  the

applicable non-negotiable accessibility norms as a part

of the licensing/certification conditions; 

B. In sectors in which there is no preclearance regime,

the  relevant  Department  or  Ministry  must  seek  an

accessibility  undertaking  from  the  concerned

Establishment about compliance with the prescribed non-

negotiable accessibility norms; 

C. Such an undertaking must be given by a senior level

officer in the Establishment concerned; and

D. In case such an undertaking is not given, or is found

to  be  false/misleading,  appropriate  remedies  in

accordance with law may be taken against the concerned

Establishment  by  the  respective  Ministry/Department

through the domain regulator or otherwise in accordance

with statutes/rules governing the concerned ministry and

department.
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6. Further, Mr. Bajaj also prays that this Court may issue the

following directions:-

“A. The Union of India may be directed to prescribe that

the  Chief  and  State  Commissioners  of  Persons  with

Disabilities  must  hold  the  office  of  Disability

Commissioner as a separate and independent charge; 

B.  All  vacancies  of  Disability  Commissioners  must  be

filled up within a time period to be prescribed by this

Hon’ble Court; and 

C.  The  Union  of  India  may  be  directed  to  prescribe

modalities  for  the  recovery  of  fines  imposed  by  the

Chief  and  State  Commissioners  of  Persons  with

Disabilities  u/s  89  of  the  RPwD  Act,  2016,  within  a

time-bound manner, as prescribed by this Hon’ble Court.”

7. The  learned  counsel  appearing  for  the  original  petitioner,

namely, Rajive Raturi, would submit that the draft rules have been

published which contain certain anomalies and the same have been

highlighted by way of objections.

8. On the other hand, Ms. Bhati and Ms. Dave, the learned A.S.G.s

appearing for the Union of India would submit that by way of order

dated 04.04.2025 passed by this Court, six months’ time period was

granted for the Committee to file its report. The Committee has

been working relentlessly on all the issues but it requires some

more time. Ms. Bhati prays for six months’ more time for the report

to be placed before us.

9. We request Ms. Bhati and Ms. Dave to first look into the

aspects highlighted by Mr. Bajaj referred to above and also the

anomalies  which  have  been  pointed  out  in  the  rules  by  way  of

objections.
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10. We grant four months’ time for the completion of the work

undertaken by the Committee and place appropriate report before us.

11. By the next date of hearing, we expect the Union to place

before us the final report.

12. Post the Writ Petitions on 16.07.2026. To be treated as part-

heard.

(HARPREET KAUR)                                 (POOJA SHARMA)
COURT MASTER (SH)                             COURT MASTER (NSH)
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