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UPON hearing counsel the Court made the follow ng
ORDER

Wth the assistance of |earned counsel, we have perused various docunents including Report No.

1 of 2000 prepared by CAG and a working paper on Health, Nutrition and Fanmily Wl fare Programm
e Review of Progress during the Ninth Plan Period by Pl anning Commi ssion, Governnment of |ndia

(February, 2001). It is evident that Integrated Child Devel opnent Scherme (1 CDS) is perhaps th
e largest of all the food supplenentation programes in the world, was initiated in the year 1
975 with the follow ng objectives as per the aforesaid docunent prepared by the Planning conmm

ssi on.

i)To inprove the health and nutrition status of children 0-6 years by providing suppl ementary
food and by coordinating with state health departnments to ensure delivery of required health
nput s;

ii1)To provide conditions necessary for pre-school children's psychol ogi cal and social devel opm
ent through early stinulation and education

iii)To provide pregnant and | actating women with food suppl ements;

i v) To enhance the nother’s ability to provide proper child care through health and nutrition e
ducati on;

v) To achi eve effective coordination of policy and inplenentation anong the various departnents
to pronote child devel oprent.

Fromthe facts and figures given in the docunents it appears that despite the fact that for t
he devel opnent of children, in particular, mal-nourished and under nourished children, the sch
ene is elaborate and intends to cover all the children under the age group of 0-6 years but it
appears that a ot nore deserves to be done in field to ensure that nutritious food reaches t
0 those who are under nourished or mal -nourished or others covered under the schene.
The food is supplied to children through Aanganwadi Centers (AWS). 1In all, there are 6 lac ¢
enters. The norms of Government of India provide for one center for the popul ation of 1000 (7
00 in case of tribal area). According to the petitioner, going by the said norns there should
be 14 lac ACWs. It appears that according to the calcul ation of Governnment of |ndia the AWCS
woul d be 12 lacs. W direct the Government of India to file within 3 nonths an affidavit sta
ting the period within which it proposes to increase the nunber of AWCS so as to cover the 14
lac habitations. W notice that the normfor supply of nutritious food worth rupee one for ev
ery child was fixed in the year 1991. The Government of India should consider the revision of
the norm of rupee one and incorporate their suggestion in the affidavit.
In respect of sanctioned AWCS, we direct that the sane shall be nade fully operational by 30th
June, 2004. We further direct that the sanctioned AWS shall supply nutritious food/supplene
nt to the children, adolscent girls and to pregnant and | actating wonmen under the scheme for 3
00 days in a year.
We direct the Chief Secretaries to file reports showing that for the period fromlst April, 20



03 till 31st March, 2004 from the sanctioned AWS how many chil dren, adolscent girls and pregn
ant and lactating wonen were supplied nutritious food/supplenment and for how nmany days during

the said period. The report shall be filed by 31st July, 2004. List the matter in the nonth

of August, 2004.

The question regarding Bel ow Poverty Line Schene will also be taken up on that day instead of

July, 2004.

Not to be treated as part heard.

(S. Thapar) (N.  Annapur na) (V. P.Tyagi)
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