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UPON hearing the counsel the Court nmade the follow ng

ORDER
I.A No. 132:
It is submitted by M. Colin CGonsal ves, | ear ned
seni or counsel for t he petitioner t hat al t hough t he initial

direction for decentralisation of feeding process to Self Help
G oups/ Wnen Coo-operatives for supply of Take Hone Ration was

3
i ssued nearly 10 years back, the State of Rajasthan has not been
in a position to achieve A 100% swi tch over all the years. He
submits on the basis of avernents nade in the application that out

of a total of 304 ICDS projects in the State of Rajasthan, the

swi tch over has been achieved only for 107 such projects.

submits that the State is not it appears showi ng any urgency to

expedite t he process of decentraliastion as directed
Court. He further suggests that instead of extending the period
by three years as prayed for in t he appl i cation,

e

Government coul d be granted an ext ensi on of one year with

by

this

St at

t he



direction to achieve the desired switch over in respect of at

| east 100 such I CDS projects during the extended period. We find
merit in the suggestion nade by M. Gonsal ves. The direction of
this Court have over the past 10 years resulted in a switch over

of decentralisation of the feeding process to Sel f-Help G oups

and Wonen Co-operatives only in 107 such projects as agai nst 304

projects spread over in the entire State. The pace of switch over

is very sl ow and needs to be i ncreased by t he authorities
concer ned. We are further of the view that instead of extending

the entire process to be conpleted over a period of three years as

proposed by the State Governnent, it would be nore appropriate to

extend the period by one year with a direction that the State

shal | endeavour to decentralije t he f eedi ng process t hr ough

Sel f-Hel p Groups/ Wnen Co-operative in respect of atleast 100 | CDS
projects during this period. We order accordingly and pernit he
State Governnent to invite fresh bids for a period of one year

from bonafi de nmanufacturers for supply of Take Hone Ration in

respect of |1CDS projects where such switch over has not so far

taken pl ace. The application is to that extent all owed and
di sposed of. The State of Rajasthan shall file a report as to the
progress made by it imediately after expiry of the period.

I.A No. 133:

| ssue notice.
Lear ned counsel for t he opposite si de to file their

obj ections within four weeks.

I.A No. 134:

e had by our order dat ed 06. 08. 2013 permtted t he
Government of Cujarat to continue the system under which it was
procuring for distribution Take Home Rati on as EFBF fromthe

original manufacturers by inviting conpetitive bids for a period
of one year. We had done so on a specific assurance given to us

by | ear ned counsel appeari ng for t he State Gover nient and



Secretary to the Governnent of Qujarat, Departnent of Worren and

Child Devel opment that three pilot project units one at Banas

Kantha M1k Dairy, Dhoraji Block, the second at Raj kot and t he
5
third at Sur ender anagar District shal | be compl et ed by t he

Governnent expeditiously and within a period of one year fromthe

date of the order. The successful setting up of the said units
was according to the | earned counsel for the State going to help

the Government in replicating the exercise el sewhere so that the

entire State had the advantage of the new system over a period of

five years or so. We had while recording that assurance directed

the Governnment to file a status report regarding the conpletion of

the three pilot projects nmentioned above, but nmade it clear that

setting up of other such projects need not be deferred till the

conpl etion of these pilot projects refered to earlier

The State CGovernnent has now filed a status report, froma
readi ng whereof it is clear that project at Dhoraji bl ock has
been conmi ssi oned on 21.01. 2014 while that at Wadhawan bl ock
Sur endernagar District has been comm ssioned on 01.03. 2014. The

project at Banas Dairy, Banaskantha District has not however mnade

any subst anti al progress i nasnuch as t he process of | and of
allotnment itself has not been conpleted sofar. The status report

al so refers to 13 other projects which have been sanctioned by the

Governnent, two out of which nanely one at Chanasna Bl ock, Patan
District and the other at Waghodi a Bl ock, Vadodara District have

al r eady been commi ssi oned and have started t he manuf act uri ng

process. The status report at the sane tine fairly concedes that

6
even if all the 13 projects whi ch have been sanctioned by the
Gover nnent wer e conmi ssioned the total manufacturing capacity
will not exceed 675 metric tons p. m as agai nst a t ot al

requi renent of nearly 12,000 nmetric tons p.m for the whole State.
M. Tushar Mehta, |earned ASG appearing for the State of
Quj arat subnmits that pilot project at Bansas Dairy Banas Kant ha

will take some time to be conm ssioned but once operational wll



manuf act ure nearly I'ike 4,000 metric tons p. m nmeet i ng a
substantial part of the requirenent of the State. Al though Banas

Dairy project is still at its infancy and nothing appears to have

happened except the process of allotnent of land for the unit, yet

even if the unit cones up in due course, the requirenent of the

State will remain substantially higher and dependent upon supply

fromcomerci al manufacturers unl ess the State Governnent takes

steps to set up the required nunber of simlar projects. M .
Mehta subnmitted on instructions that as at present advised there
shoul d be as many as 200 nore projects in the State depending

upon the capacity of such projects. It is fairly conceded that

the State Government has not so far undertaken any study in regard

to the total nunber of such projects required or decided on their

| ocation or capacity. M. Mehta submitted that given two nonths
time t hat exerci se can be undert aken and a status report
submitted. He urged that the State is conmitted to switch over

7

to the new systemas directed by this Court and that it is only a
matter of tine before the switch over is conpleted to the
advant age of children and lactating nothers who are beneficiaries
under the schene.
M. Consal ves, |earned counsel for the petitioner urged that
at current pace the State would take 12 years to conplete the
process of setting up of the projects and 100% swi tch over from
the current system of purchasing the supply froma manufactures.
There is no manner of doubt that the State has undertaken
steps in setting up of pilot projects four of which projects have
al ready been commi ssioned, no matter the capacity of the project
is limted. There is also no manner of doubt that the thirteen

addi tional sanctioned projects will not be sufficient to cater to

the States of its requirement of 12,000 netric tone. In that view
therefore we are inclined to extend the tine fixed for conpleting
t he switch over but i mpress upon t he State to expedite t he

process of switch over for otherwise it can go on indefinitly for



decades. We are assured by M. Mehta who is instructed by the
Secretary to Governnent, Wonen and Chil dren Devel opnent present in
the Court that the State would spare no effort in setting up

these unit as early as possible and filing a status report to

ensure that the process of purchasing t he food grains from
private manufacturers is brought to an end as early as possible
8

In the circunstances therefore we extend for a period of two
years the system of purchasing food grains fromthe manufacturers
concerned on the basis of conpetitive bids. We at the same tinme
direct the State Government to file six nonthly status reports
regarding the progress nade in regard to setting up of simlar
projects in the State of Gujarat and in particul ar t he progress
made by the State Governnment in undertaking a study to assess the
requi renent of the total number of such units their capacities and
| ocati ons. The application is di sposed of with the above
directions.
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