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| TEM NO. 58 COURT NO. 4 SECTI ON PI L
SUPREME COURT OF I NDI A
RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS

I.A Nos.94 & 96 in WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO 196 CF 2001

PEOPLE' S UNION FOR CI VIL LI BERTI ES Petitioner(s)
VERSUS
UNION OF I NDI A & ORS. Respondent ( s)

(For directions and report submtted by Conm ssioner and Speci al
Conmi ssi oner of Supreme Court directed to be treated as | A vide
order Dt.27.01.2010)

Dat e: 16/ 12/ 2010 These Petitions were called on for hearing today.

CORAM :
HON BLE MR JUSTI CE DALVEER BHANDARI
HON BLE MR, JUSTI CE DEEPAK VERVA

For Petitioner(s) M. Colin Gonsal ves, Sr. Adv.
Ms. Divya Jyoti, Adv.
Ms. Jyoti Mendiratta, Adv.
For Respondent (s) M . Mohan Parasaran, ASG
M. S. Wasim A Qadri, Adv.
Ms. Sunita Sharnma, Adv.
M. D.L. Chidananda, Adv.
Ms. Sushma Suri, Adv.
Ms. Anil Katiyar, Adv.
M's. Varuna Bhandari Gugnani, Adv.
M. D.S. Mehra, Adv.
M. Sudarshan Si ngh Rawat, Adv.
For DDA Dr. Shyanm ha Pappu, Sr. Adv.
M . V. B. Saharya, Adv.
M. R Krishnanurthy, Adv.
M. K. K. Si ngh, Adv.
M. Ranj an Mukherj ee, ADv.
M. S. Bhown ck, Adv.
M. S.C. Ghosh, Adv.
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M. Jana Kal yan Das, Adv.
Ms. Hemanti ka Wahi, Adv.
Ms. Nupur Kanungo, Adv.
M. D. K Goswam , Adv.
M. Shirish Kr. M shra, Adv.
M. Pragyan P. Sharma, Adv.
M. P.V. Yogeswaran, Adv.
M. H P. Rava, ASG
Ms. I ndra Sawhney, Adv.
Dr. Mani sh Si nghvi , AAG Raj .



M. Devanshu Kumar Devesh, Adv.
M. Sahill S. Chauhan, Adv.
M. M1l ind Kumar, Adv.
M. A Mariarputham Adv. Genl., Si kkim
Ms. Aruna Mt hur, Adv.
M. Yusuf Khan, Adv.
M. Avneesh Arput ham Adv.
M. Ri ku Shar ma, Adv.
for Ms. Corporate Law G oup, Advs.
M. A P. Sahay, Adv.
Ms. Rachana Sri vast ava, Adv.
M. Manoj Saxena, Adv.
M. Mayank Ni gam Adv.
M. T.V. George, Adv.
Ms. Kam ni Jai swal , Adv.
M. Shish Pal Lal er, Adv.
M . Khwai r akpam Nobi n Si ngh, Adv.
M. Sapam Biswajit Meitei, Adv.
M . Ranj an Mukherj ee, Adv.
M . R. Sundar avar adhan, Sr. Adv.
M. V. G Pragasam Adv.
M. S.J. Aristotle, Adv.
M. Pr abu Ramasubr amani an, Adv.
M. Jatinder Kumar Bhati a, Adv.
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M. G V. Rao, Adv.
M. Ravi Prakash Mehrotra, Adv.
M. Gopal Singh, Adv.
M. Chandan Kumar, Adv.
M. M N. Kri shnanani, Sr. Adv.
M. Bi kas Kar Cutpa, Adv.
M. Abhi jit Sengupta, Adv.
M . Am t Kumar, Adv.
M. S.K. Keshote, Sr. Adv.
M. Sachi n Das, Adv.
M. Abhijit Sengupta, Adv.
M. Rituraj Biswas, Adv.
M. P.S. Patwalia, Sr. Adv.
M. Mani sh Pital e, Adv.
M. Wasi Hai der, Adv.
For M. C.S. Ashri, Adv.
M. Tara Chandra Sharnm, Adv.
Ms. Neel am Sahr ma, Adv.
M. B.B. Singh, Adv.
M. Kumar Raj esh Singh, Adv.
Ms. Prema Kumari Singh, Adv.
M. Anil Shrivastav, Adv.
M. Rtu Raj, Adv.
M. Edward Bel ho, Adv.
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Enatoli Semm, Adv.
Ri turaj Biswas, Adv.

T. Harish Kunar, Adv.
P. Prasant h, Adv.
V. Vasudevan, Adv.

Sanjiv Sen, Adv.
Anuj a Chopr a, Adv.
P. Parmeswar an, Adv.
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| Jha, Adv.
Si nha, Adv.

. Chandr ashekhar, Adv.
. Vernma, Adv.

j ana Chandr ashekar, Adv.
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Gopal Prasad, Adv.

D. Mahesh Babu, Adv.
Ramesh Al | anki , Adv.

Suni | Fernandes, Adv.
Vi krant Nagpal , Adv.
Si dhant Goel , Adv.
Renu Qupt a, Adv.

Ranesh Babu M R , Adv.

Anur adha Rust agi , Adv.
D. Bharat hi Reddy, Adv.

Sanjay R Hegde, Adv.
Ranmesh Kr. M shra, Adv.

Sunmita Hazari ka, Adv.
Jayshree Anand, AAG
K. K. Mahal ik, Adv.

Aj ay Pal, Adv.

Manj it Singh, Adv.
Kamal Mohan CGupt a, Adv.

A. Subhashi ni , Adv.

Gopal Si ngh, Adv.
Mani sh Kumar, Adv.

Kul di p Si ngh, Adv.
R K. Pandey, Adv.
T.P. M shra, Adv.
Sanj ay Katyal , Adv.
H. S. Sandhu, Adv.

Ravi ndr a Keshavrao Adsure, Adv.
Prashant Kumar, Adv.
Vi shwaj it Singh, Adv.

Sanj ay V. Kharde, Adv.
Asha G Nair, Adv.

K. V. Mohan, Adv.
A. K. Pani grahi, Adv.
N. M Var ghese, Adv.



M. Tessy Varghese, Adv.

Raj esh Srivastava, Adv.
Anuvr at Shar ma, Adv.

K. N. Madhusoodhanan, Adv.
R. Sat hi sh, Adv.

R C. Kaushi k, Adv.
Pradeep M sra, Adv.
Venkat eswara Rao Anunol u, Adv.

Vi krant Singh Bais, Adv.
B. S. Banthi a, Adv.

Sandeep Gupta, Sr. Adv.
G Prakash, Adv.
Beena Prakash, Adv.
V. Senthil, Adv.
Navneet Kumar, Adv.
Ani | Kumar Jha, Adv.
Vi kas Meht a, Adv.
Raj Kumar Gupta, Adv.
Raj i v Dubey, Adv.
Kam endra M shra, Adv.
Naresh K. Shar ma, Adv.
Ani s Suhrawar dy, Adv.

S. Mehdi | mam Adv.
Tabr ooz Ahned, Adv.
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S. M Jadhav, Adv.

UPON hearing counsel the Court nade the foll ow ng
ORDER
Last year, a nunber of deaths of honel ess people
were reported in the Capital city of Del hi because of
bitter cold weat her. On Court’s ur gent directions,
nunber of shelters were constructed. This year al so,
winter is quite intense

It has been brought to our notice that two night
shelters | ocated at Nehru Place and Kal kaji, Delhi were
erected on vacant |and belonging to the Del hi Devel opnent
Aut hority ('’ DDA’). Those two night shelters have been
denol i shed only three days ago by the DDA

Thi s i ndeed is a mat t er of gr eat
di sappoi ntnrent and astoni shnent. How coul d the concerned
authority be so insensitive, inpervious and callous to
demol i sh ni ght shelters when the bitter cold winter has
al ready set in? In case, proper night shelters are not
provided to the honel ess and they are conpelled to live

angui sh,



under the open sky, particularly in places where intense
winter has set in, simlar unfortunate deaths of homel ess
peopl e are bound to occur

This is a matter of great anxiety and concern. It
i s the bounden duty of the Union of India and the State
Governnments to ensure at all costs that no death takes
pl ace because of | ack of ni ght shelters or
facilities.
To preserve and save the lives of the people of
this country has to be given top priority by the State.
No laxity or lapse on this count can be countenanced.

On a consideration of the totality of the facts
and circunstances of this case, we deemit appropriate to
give follow ng directions:

(1) The DDA is directed to re-erect t wo
shelters whi ch wer e denvol i shed from Nehru Pl ace
Kal kaj i , as expedi tiously as possi bl e, in any
within three days fromtoday. Until then, the honel ess
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peopl e may be accommodated in sonme ot her honmes or night
shel ters. An affidavit of conpliance be filed by the
Vice Chairman of the DDA hinself within a week.
The DDA is further directed to hold an inquiry and
take appropriate action against the officers who were
responsi bl e for denolishing the two night shelters. s

(ii) We direct the Union of India and all the
State Gover nient s and their instrumentalities not to
denol i sh any ni ght shel ter wi t hout provi di ng pr oper
alternate night shelter till further orders.

(iii) Al the concerned Chief Secretaries of the
States and the Adninistrators of the Union Territories
woul d i ssue necessary i nstructions to t he concer ned
authorities Wit hin three days. All t he concer ned
instrumentalities of the States and agencies are directed
to cooperate and coordinate with each other to ensure
that no life is lost in the absence of a night shelter or
basic facilities. This order has to be conplied with in
letter and spirit.

Learned Additional Solicitor General subnits that
al | t he 64 per manent shelters in Del hi will becone
operational within a week fromtoday and thereafter there
will be a joint inspection by the officials of the Del hi
Gover nient and t he representatives of t he petitioner
organi sation and a report shall be submitted to this
Court within ten days.
Let this matter be listed as a first itemon the
reopening i.e. 3rd January, 2011

(A S. BISHT) (NEERU BALA VI J)
COURT MASTER COURT MASTER
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