
vOIN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
                     CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION
             WRIT PETITION (C) NO.183 OF 2013
       MANISH KUMAR          ... PETITIONER(S)
                VS.
       UNION OF INDIA AND OTHERS        ... RESPONDENT(S)
        O R D E R
State of West Bengal :
1. Mr.   A.K.   Ganguli,   learned   Senior   Advocate,   has
assisted us with reference to the vacancies in the cadre of
police personnel in the State of West Bengal.   In turn, he
has   been   assisted   by   Mr.   Swapan   Kumar   Paul,   Additional
Secretary,   Department   of   Home,   Government   of   West   Bengal,
who   is   present   in   Court   in-person.     It   is   brought   to   our
notice,   that   there   were   25,722   vacancies   in   the   cadre   of
Constables   as   on   1.1.2017.     Additional   vacancies   in   the
cadre   of   Constables   (based   on   the   dates   of   retirement   of
existing personnel) are indicated as 1,119 (during the year
2017), 1,234 (during the year 2018), 1,003 (during the year
2019)   and   766   (during   the   year   2020).     Based   on   the   above
vacancy   position,   it   is   submitted,   that   25,487   Constables
will have to be appointed upto the year 2020.
2. To fill up the vacancies referred to in the foregoing

paragraph, it was submitted, that 4,357 posts of Constables
will   be   filled   up   by   31.12.2017   (from   out   of   the   ongoing
process   of   selection).     Thereafter,   in   every   recruitment
year,   8,000   Constables   will   be   appointed   annually.     Thus
viewed   it   was   asserted,   that   by   the   year   2020,   28,357
Constables   will   be   appointed,   leaving   only   1,487   vacancies
in   the   cadre   of   Constables.     It   is   submitted,   that   all
remaining vacancies in the cadre of Constables, whether on
account   of   retirement   or   for   any   other   reason,   will   be
positively filled up by the year 2020-21.
3. We   take   on   our   record   the   above   statement   made   on
behalf of the State of West Bengal, as has been narrated in
the foregoing paragraph.
4. We   hereby   direct,   that   the   time   lines,   indicated
hereinabove   will   be   meticulously   adhered   to,   wherein   the
regular process of selection will be conducted by the West
Bengal   Police   Recruitment   Board.     We   also   hereby   direct,
that   in   case   of   breach   of   the   above   time   lines,   the
concerned   Director   General   of   Police   (Recruitment),   as
also,   the   Additional   Secretary,   Department   of   Home,
Government of West Bengal, shall be personally responsible.
5. Learned   counsel   also   points   out,   that   besides   the
posts of Constables, there are 1,173 vacancies in the cadre
of   Junior   Constables,   out   of   which   465   Junior   Constables
will be appointed within one month from today, and all the
remaining vacancies in the cadre of Junior Constables will

be filled up by the end of the year.
6. We   take   on   record   the   statement   made   to   us   with
reference   to   the   cadre   of   Junior   Constables.     The   time
lines   indicated   hereinabove,   shall   also   be   duly   complied
with in the manner indicated in the foregoing paragraph.
7. The only other rank, for which appointments are to be
made by direct recruitment, is at the rank of Sub-Inspector
(AB&UB).     It   was   submitted,   that   the   vacancy   position   for
direct   recruitment   in   the   instant   cadre   was   2,285,   as   on
1.1.2017.     It   was   pointed   out,   that   further   vacancies,
likely   to   arise   during   the   year   2017   are   253   (keeping   in
mind   the   Sub-Inspectors,   scheduled   to   retire   on   attaining
the age of superannuation during the year 2017). Likewise,
the   vacancies   likely   to   arise   in   the   cadre   of
Sub-Inspectors are 251 for the year 2018, 215 for the year
2019,   and   171   for   the   year   2020.     Thus   viewed,   till
December   2018,   1,289   vacancies   in   the   cadre   of
Sub-Inspectors   are   likely   to   be   available.     Calculated   in



the   above   manner,   the   total   vacancies   in   the   cadre   of
Sub-Inspector up to the end of the year 2020 will be 3,175.
8. It   is   undertaken,   that   during   the   year   2017,   700
vacancies   in   cadre   of   Sub-Inspectors   will   be   filled   up   by
direct   recruitment,   and   for   the   subsequent   years,   800
Sub-Inspectors of police will be appointed annually.  Based
on the numbers and the time lines indicated hereinabove, it
was   submitted,   that   all   vacancies   in   the   cadre   of

Sub-Inspectors   will   be   filled   up   by   the   year   2020.     The
above   statement   is   also   taken   on   record.     The   same   will
also abide by the position indicated hereinabove.
9. In   addition   to   the   appointments   by   way   of   direct
recruitment   to   the   various   ranks,   posts   in   the   rank   of
Deputy   Superintendent   of   Police   are   also   filled   up   by   way
of   direct   recruitment   through   the   West   Bengal   Public
Service   Commission.     It   was   submitted,   that   there   are   76
existing vacancies in the rank of Deputy Superintendent of
Police,   for   which   a   requisition   has   already   been   sent   by
the   State   Government,   to   the   West   Bengal   Public   Service
Commission, and the process of selection and recruitment is
going on.
10. We   further   direct,   that   promotions   to   the   various
ranks, shall be made from time to time, as may be feasible,
depending on the cadre strength.
State of Bihar :
1. Mr.   Ranjan   Kumar   Sinha,   Additional   Secretary,
Department of Home, who is present in Court in-person, has
furnished   some   details,   which   are   not   acceptable   to   this
Court.     The   affidavit,   as   also,   the   compilation   given   in
Court, are returned for reconsideration.
2. Post for further consideration on 5.5.2017, so far as
State of Bihar is concerned.
For the remaining States :

Post for hearing on 3 rd
 May, 2017, as Part-heard.
   
       ......................CJI.
[JAGDISH SINGH KHEHAR]
 ......................J.
[Dr. D.Y. CHANDRACHUD]
......................J.
[SANJAY KISHAN KAUL]
New Delhi;
2 nd
 May, 2017.
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           UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                              O R D E R
The   matter   is   directed   to   post   for   hearing   on   5 th
May,   2017,   as   Part-heard,   so   far   as   State   of   Bihar   is
concerned,   and   for   remaining   States   the   matter   is
directed to be posted on 3.5.2017, in terms of the signed
order.
    (Sarita Purohit)                       (Renuka Sadana )
     Court Master                          Assistant Registrar
(Signed order is placed on the file)


