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| TEM NO. 3 COURT NO. 11 SECTI ON | VA

SUPREME COURT OF I NDI A
RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS

I.A-Nos.4 &5 In Petition(s) for Special Leave to Appeal (Cvil)
No('s) . 9830/ 2007

(From the judgenent and order dated 24/01/2006 in FA No. 72/2001
of The H GH COURT OF M P AT GMALI OR)

STATE OF M P. Petitioner(s)
VERSUS
SUGHAR SI NGH & ORS. Respondent ( s)

(For withdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
W TH

I.A Nos.4 & 5 In SLP(C) No. 9841/ 2007

(For wi thdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A No.4 In SLP(C) No. 9842/ 2007

(For withdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A No.4 In SLP(C) No. 9846/ 2007

(For withdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A No.4 In SLP(C) No. 9847/ 2007

(For wi thdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A No.4 In SLP(C) No. 9852/ 2007

(For withdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A No.4 In SLP(C) No. 9854/ 2007

(For withdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A No.4 In SLP(C) No. 9857/ 2007

(For wi thdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A- Nos.4 &5 In SLP(C) No. 9875/ 2007

(For withdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A Nos.4 &5 In SLP(C) No. 9871/ 2007

(For withdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A- Nos.4 &5 In SLP(C) No. 9872/ 2007

(For wi thdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A No.4 In SLP(C) No. 9885/ 2007

(For withdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A No.4 In SLP(C) No. 9878/ 2007

(For withdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A No.4 In SLP(C) No. 9883/ 2007

(For wi thdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A No.4 In SLP(C) No. 9886/ 2007
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(For withdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A No.4 In SLP(C) No. 9881/ 2007

(For wi thdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A Nos.4 &5 In SLP(C)No. 9893/ 2007

(For withdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)
I.A No.4 In SLP(C)No. 9888/ 2007

(For withdrawal of conpensation anount and office report)

I.A No.4 In SLP(C)No. 9895/ 2007
(For withdrawal of compensation anount and office report)

Date: 31/01/2011 These Petitions were called on for hearing today.
CORAM :

HON BLE MR JUSTICE G S. Sl NGHVI
HON BLE MR, JUSTI CE ASOK KUMAR GANGULY



For Petitioner(s) M. B.S. Banthia, Adv.

M. Naveen Sharnm, Adv.
For Respondent (s) M. Sibo Sankar M shra, Adv.
M . Raj kumar Parashar, Adv.

UPON hearing counsel the Court made the follow ng

ORDER
Al t hough, these special |eave petitions have
been listed for consi deration of t he interlocutory
appl i cations filed by somne of t he respondent s- | and
owners for issue of a direction to the petitioner to
rel ease the amount of conpensation |ying deposited in
t he Court of 3rd Addi ti onal District Judge, Mor ena

(hereinafter referred to as, 'the Reference Court’),
with the consent of the |earned counsel for the parties
the mai n cases have been taken up for hearing.
The petitioner is aggrieved by the judgnent
of the Division Bench of the Madhya Pradesh Hi gh Court,
Gnal i or Bench which dismssed the first appeals filed
by it against the award passed by the Reference Court
for paynent of higher conpensation to the respondents.
The petitioner has al so filed appl i cations
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for condonation of 325 days delay in filing the specia
| eave petitions.

W have heard Shri B. S. Bant hi a, | ear ned
counsel appearing for the State of Madhya Pradesh and
Shri Si bo Sankar M shra, | ear ned counsel for t he
respondents.

Al t hough, t he expl anati on gi ven by t he
petitioner for condonation of about one year’'s delay is
not sati sfactory, we do not propose to di smi ss t he
speci al | eave petitions on t hat ground because t he
matter has remai ned pending at the admi ssion stage for
nmore than three years. However, on merits, we are

convinced that the Reference Court did not comit any
error by enhanci ng market val ue of the acquired | and

from Rs. 1, 10, 000/ - per hectare fixed by t he Land
Acquisition Oficer to Rs. 1,50,000/- per hectare.

The Gover nient of Madhya Pradesh acquired
39, 703 hectares land for extension of the industrial
area in village Noorabad, Tehsil Morena. Notification
under Section 4 of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 (for
short, "t he Act’) was i ssued on 26.7.1989 and

decl arati on under Section 6 was issued on 22.9.19809.
The Land Acquisition Oficer fixed market value of the

acquired I and at Rs. 1, 10, 000/ - per hect ar e. The
Ref erence Court, after considering the pleadings and
evi dence of t he parties, fixed mar ket val ue of t he
acquired land at Rs.1,50,000/- per hectare. The Hi gh
Court exam ned vari ous facets of t he petitioner’s
challenge to the award of the Reference Court and held
t hat there was no valid ground or justification to
reduce market value fixed by the Court. Para 22 of the
i mpugned j udgenent whi ch contains the reasons assigned
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by the H gh Court for refusing to interfere with the
award of the Reference Court is extracted bel ow
"The | earned reference Court has al so
consi der ed t hat t he conpensati on was
paid for land acquired in Ml anpur area
at the rate of Rs. 1,58, 360/- however
the said land is situated on the other
side of Gnalior at quite distance but
at the sane tine it cannot be ignored



that aforesaid rate was determ ned and
paid with respect to per hectare val ue
of the Iand at Mal anpur whi ch area was
not that nmuch devel oped as conpared to

t he area in question t hough sai d
evi dence cannot be treated as clinching
one for t he area in question
consi dering the distance. In view of
the factual situation obtainable in the
i nst ant case and consi dering t he
r el evant factors for arriving at t he
val ue of t he I and, we find t hat
conpensati on of Rs. 1, 50, 000/ - per
hect are whi ch has been det er mi ned is
reasonabl e one, it cannot be said to be
excessi ve in any nanner. The | ear ned
ref erence Court has not gi ven t he
conpensati on at t he rate of Rs.
1, 73, 250/ - per hect are for whi ch t he
| and was pur chased to est abli sh Punj
Ll oyed i ndustry; comnpensation has been
awar ded at a | esser figure and t he
val ue has been taken not on the basis
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of small piece of |and, value has been

arrived at per hect are not on per

square feet or per neter, thus, we find

t hat case for i nterference in t hese

appeals is not nmade out; at the sane

time we find that the price awarded is

r easonabl e one, no case for further
enhancenent as prayed in F. A No
153/2001 i s nade out."

We entirely agree with the Division Bench of
the H gh Court that fixation of market value by the
Ref erence Court at Rs. 1,50,000/- per hectare does not
suffer fromany legal error. W are al so convinced that
in a matt er l'ike t he pr esent one wher e a partly
enhancenent of Rs. 40,000/- per hectare was granted by
the Reference Court and upheld by the H gh Court, the
State shoul d not have invested nmoney in prosecuting the
matter before this Court.
The special |eave petitions are accordingly
di smi ssed condoning the delay in filing the sane.
Wth a view to ensure that the |land owners
are not fleeced by the m ddl eman, we deemit proper to
i ssue follow ng further directions:
(1) The Land Acqui sition O ficer shal | deput e
officers subordinate to himnot below the rank of Naib
Tehsildar, who shall get in touch with all the |and
owners and/or their legal representatives and inform

t hem about their entitl ement and right to receive
enhanced conpensation
(i) The concer ned of ficers shal | al so i nstruct
the I and owners and/or their |egal representatives to
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open savi ngs bank account in case they already do not

have such account.

(riti) The bank account nunbers of the |and owners

shoul d be given to the Land Acquisition Oficer within

two nont hs.

(iv) The Land Acqui si tion Oficer shal | deposi t
the denmand drafts of conpensation in the bank accounts

of the Iand owners and/or their |egal representatives

wi t hi n next one nonth.



Al'l the interlocutory applications filed by

t he respondent s for rel ease of t he anount of
compensation are di sposed of as infructuous.
A copy of this order be sent to t he

respondents in these special |eave petitions so that
they may contact concerned Land Acquisition Officer for
paynment of the bal ance anount of conpensation.

(A.D. Sharnmm) (Phool an Wati Arora)
Court Master Court Master



