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UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the follow ng
ORDER

I. A No.183-184 of 2015

By our order dated 13.11.2000 we had while granting tine to
the State CGovernnents of West Bengal and Sikkimdirected that no
de-reservation of forest/sanctuary/national parks shall be effected
pending further orders fromthis court.
by us even in WP. No.202 of 1995 in T.N. Godavarnman Thi rumnul pad

vs. Union of India & Os. vide

order dated 05.10.2015 whereby we

had directed t hat al | matters for gr ant of per m ssi ons

i npl ementation of the projects in areas falling in the Nationa
Par ks/ Sanctuari es including rationalization of boundaries etc. wll
be considered by the Standing Commttee of the National Board for

WIild Life (NBW) on its owmn nerits in conformty with the orders

passed by this Court from time to time i ncl udi ng
13. 11. 2000 referred to above and t he subsequent
orders. We had by the sane order requested the National Board for

WIld Life to furnish a copy of the orders passed by it within 30

days time to the Central Enpowered Committee who was granted the

or der

clarificatory

liberty to approach this Court if for any reason t hey

aggri eved of the decision of the Standing Committee of NBW.

had further directed that in cases where the Standing Comittee
has al r eady t aken a decision t he parties shal
conditions inposed upon them and that any one aggrieved of the

deci sion of the Standing Conmittee shall be at liberty to approach

the appropriate forumfor appropriate relief.

In the present application filed on behalf of the North- East

Frontier Rai | ways, t he appl i cant rail ways seeks

abi de

per m ssi on

That direction was noticed

for

dat ed

by

wer e

t he

for



di version of 8.8489 hectares of forest land falling within the

limt of Mahananda WId Life Division-1 in the State of Wst Benga

for construction of Sivok Rangpo New Rail Line Project connecting

the State of Sikkimwi th the State of Wst Bengal . M. Ranjit
Kumar , | ear ned Solicitor Gener al poi nts out t hat t he St andi ng
Committee of the National Board for Wld Life has inits 34 th

Meeting held on 02.06. 2015 granted permission to the railways for

construction of the railway |ine nentioned above by conversion of

8. 8489 hect ar es of forest I and falling in Mahananda wid Life
Di vi sion-1 subject to the conditions stipulated in the mnutes of

the said neeting. It is pointed out by himthat while the m nutes

of the nmeeting record inter alia that State of Wst Bengal shal

issue a Notification for conservation of reserve forest shortly,

the fact that the Governnent of West Bengal has not issued any such

Notification so far should not prevent the railways from going

4
ahead with the proposed railway line project which is of critica

i mportance for the State of Sikkimapart fromthe inportance of

national project for devel opnent of that region. M. A D. N Rao

| ear ned counsel appeari ng for t he Central Enmpower ed Conmittee
submits that the direction prayed for can be granted subject to

compliance with the conditions stipulated by the Standing Committee

of the National Board for WId Life (NBW). The recomendat i ons
made by the Standing Conmittee of the National Board for WIld Life

( NBW) al so appear to have been accepted by t he M nistry of

Envi ronnent and Forest. He submts that the Governnment of West
Bengal can be asked to issue the requisite Notification within a

time frane.

Ms. Rashni, |earned standing counsel for the State of West

Bengal prays for ext ensi on of time for issuing the requisite
notification. In the circunstances therefore we see no reason to
decl i ne the prayer nade in the above application subject to the

conditions that the railways strictly conply with the conditions

stipulated by the Standing Committee of the National Board for WIld



Life (NBW) as set out in the nminutes of the 34 th Meeting held on
02. 06. 2015. We grant two nonths tinme to the Government of West
Bengal to issue the necessary Notification in the Iight of the said
m nut es. We reserve liberty to the Central Enpowered Committee
file an application for further direction in case the requisite

notification is not issued by the Government of Wst Bengal

The applications are di sposed of with the above direction
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. A No.190-191/2015

M. A D.N Rao, learned counsel for CEC and M. Ranjit Kumar,
| ear ned Solicitor Gener al shal | file their obj ection to t he
applications within four weeks.

List after four weeks.
I.A No.166-167/2015

Taken on Board.

| ssue notice to t he | ear ned counsel in opposite i ncl udi ng
M. A D.N Rao, |earned counsel for CEC

Lear ned counsel for t he respondent s to file their replies

within four weeks.
List the I.A No.166-167/2015 after four weeks along with the

main matter.

(Ashok Raj Singh) (Veena Kher a)
Court Master Court Master



