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UPON hearing counsel the Court made the follow ng

ORDER

The State of Mahar ashtra has filed t he pr esent application

seeking permission to lay down the pipeline in a part of the Pench Nationa

Par k/ Ti ger Reserve of a I ength of about 2.8 k. m Rel ati ng to Sagar Nal
| a

Mnor Irrigation Project, using about 1.48 hectares. The total area of the

Pench Nat i onal Par k is 25512. 192 ha. and t he interference in t he Nat i ona
|

Park  woul d be only to an ext ent of | ess t han 0.01% The Mnistry
of

Envi ronnment and Forests has rai sed sonme objections stating that the |aying

of the pipeline would cause

di sruption to t he ani mal nmovenent and reduction in habi t at quality and

woul d cause damage to the ecol ogical features of the National Park

W had requested t he Nat i onal Boar d for Widlife to gi ve th
eir

response but we are told that the National Board for WIldlife has not so far

been constitut ed. Lear ned counsel for t he petitioner submitted t hat this

project is part of a minor irrigation project for giving supply of water to

t he agriculturists in Nagpur district who are badly in need of the water

It is also submitted that there was |arge scale scarcity of water and some



farmers have comm tted sui ci des as a resul t of failure of rains and
non-

availability of water for agricultural activities.

Under t he above ci rcunst ances, we gr ant per ni ssi on to t he

concer ned authorities of t he State of Mahar ashtra | ay down t he pi pel i ne

through the Pench National Park subject to the condition that they shall not

cause t he m ni mum  di sturbance to t he ecol ogi cal features or to t he ani ma
I

nmovenent in t he nat i onal par k whil e | ayi ng t he pi pel i ne. They may al so

enter the National park as and when any repair work is required. They shal

also furnish the details of the work to the Director, Pench National Park

bef ore hand o) t hat he can cooperate with t he proj ect. It is al so
made
cl ear t hat t hey shal | not use nor e t han 1.48 ha. of | and from the
Pench

National Park for this purpose.

|.A No.65 is allowed to the extent indicated above.
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