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UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
ORDER

1. RCI* has filed an affidavit, in compliance with an earlier direction.
Paragraphs 10 & 12 of such affidavit read as follows:-

“10. That the core issue before this Hon'ble Court is
that of Teacher Eligibility Test (TET) and its
requirement for special educators registered with
the RCI. In this regard, the following facts are
placed on record:

a) Qualification to be registered as a Professional:
RCI Model Recruitment Rules: As per the RCI Model
Recruitment Rules (2021), TET is not listed or
prescribed as a mandatory educational or
professional qualification for the appointment of
Special Education Teachers (PRT, TGT or PGT). The
essential qualifications are limited to the relevant
degree/diploma in special education and valid
registration with the RCI.

b) TET as a Recruitment Process Component: While
TET is not an RCI statutory qualification, the RCI
submitted "Draft Norms for General/ Mainstream
schools & Special Teachers for realizing Equity &
Inclusive Education” to the Ministry of Education on
02.03.2022. In these draft norms, under the column
for "Recruitment Process", the RCI noted "Through
CTET/TET/NTA Score + Demonstration of Classroom
Teaching + Interview" OR "as per the recruitment
process adapted from time to time".
12. Therefore, it is humbly submitted that under
the statutory framework and Model Recruitment
Rules framed by the. RCI, the Teacher Eligibility
Test (TET) is not a mandatory professional

1 Rehabilitation Council of India
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qualification for special educators. The sole
essential professional requirement is a recognized
degree/diploma in  special education and
enrollment in the Central Rehabilitation Register of
RCIl. However, if employing authorities/States is
adopting TET as part of their specific screening and
recruitment process, the TET may be conducted in
Special Education as the recruitment is for Special

Educator.”

2. In such view of the matter, we permit those States which have prescribed
TET as an additional qualification to proceed with the recruitment process.
However, it shall be ensured that RCI certificate being the statutory mandatory

qualification, no candidate without such qualification is appointed.

DELHI

3. In pursuance of the order dated 21 April, 2026, Ms. Swati Ghidiyal,
learned counsel appearing for the NCT of Delhi has placed before us a merit list
of 361 nominated candidates against 364 vacancies, which were advertised in
2022 and a merit list of 1076 candidates in pursuance of a further
advertisement issued in 2023.

4. Ms. Ghildiyal submits that certain clarifications have been sought with
regard to reservation policy to be followed pursuant to a decision of this Court
dated 23™ March, 2026 in C.A. N0s.3647-3669/2026 @ SLP(C) Nos.14517-
014539/ 2025; hence, no appointment from the list of 1076 candidates is likely
till such time the clarification is received.

5. However, we permit the NCT of Delhi to appoint the 361 selected

candidates, out of the 364 advertised vacancies of 2022, subject to verification
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of antecedents and credentials. It is made clear that the appointment of such
361 candidates, strictly in order of merit, shall be subject to and abide by the
result of the petitions. Each of the appointment letters shall mention this
condition.

6. Insofar as the 1076 candidates are concerned, the NCT of Delhi shall
obtain the leave of this Court before making any appointment.

7. We grant liberty to the (contractual) Special Teachers, represented by Mr.
Vikas Singh, learned senior counsel, as well as other counsel, to file appropriate
applications challenging the process of recruitment, if so advised.

8. Issue notice on I.A. N0.116709 of 2026.

0. Ms. Swati Ghildiyal, learned counsel accepts notice.

10. Two weeks’ time is granted to her to obtain instructions with regard to the
prospect, if any, of the applicant (who is as physically disabled) being appointed
in @ vacancy earmarked for Persons with Disabilities.

11. NCT of Delhi shall file a comprehensive affidavit, within a week, dealing
with all categories of special teachers who have been appointed on contractual
basis in the schools under the Government as well as bring on record the
decision(s) of the Screening Committee taken in terms of the order dated 07™
March, 2025. Status of consideration of the (contractual) Special Teachers shall
also be included in such affidavit.

12. We propose to take up the cases related to the States of Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh on 05" May, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. If time permits, cases

of the other States could also be taken up.

(RASHMI DHYANI PANT) (SUDHIR KUMAR SHARMA)
ASST. REGISTRAR-CUM-PS COURT MASTER (NSH)
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