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UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
ORDER

DELHI

1. A letter has been circulated on behalf of learned counsel appearing for the
GNCT of Delhi seeking an adjournment.

2. We propose to take up the cases related to GNCT of Delhi next week.

3. Notice was issued on I.A. N0.116709 of 2026 on 28" April, 2026. Ms. Swati
Ghildiyal, has entered appearance on behalf of the GNCT of Delhi. The GNCT of

Delhi may file its reply affidavit to I.LA. N0.116709 of 2026 by 15" May, 2026.

Odisha

4. We have perused the affidavit dated 04™ May, 2026 filed on behalf of the
State of Odisha.

5. Although, initially it was represented before the Court that there are 572
individuals who have been working as Block Resource Persons with RCI
qualification and that they would be considered by the Screening Committee in
terms of the order of this Court dated 07" March, 2025, the affidavit reveals
that only 106 individuals were called for document verification.

6. Responding to our query as to why the balance 466 individuals have not
been called upon to attend proceedings before the Screening Committee for
document verification, Mr. Prakash Ranjan Nayak, learned counsel submits that
such candidates have not qualified the Teachers Eligibility Test (TET) which is a
mandatory qualification in the State of Odisha.

7. We have in our previous orders noted the stand of the RCl that TET

qualification is not mandatory for teachers wishing to impart lessons to Children
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with Special Needs.

8. We have also observed that TET qualification, in the changed
circumstances brought about by the affidavit of the RCI, ought to be considered
as a desirable qualification.

9. Confronted with such a situation, Mr. Nayak submits that opportunity may
be granted to the State of Odisha to file a comprehensive affidavit. He seeks
and is granted time till 14 July, 2026 to file a comprehensive affidavit.

10. We, however, direct that in the meanwhile the remaining 466 individuals
shall be called upon to produce their credentials for verification before the
Screening Committee and if it is found that any or all such candidates possess
the RCI qualification, steps shall be taken for their appointment in accordance
with the order dated 07™ March, 2025.

11. We have also ascertained from Mr. Nayak and place it on record that 1520
new posts are sought to be created. If indeed that be so and the cabinet/
appropriate authority sanctions creation of such posts, pendency of these
matters before this Court will not prevent the State from proceeding ahead with
issuance of advertisement. Such fact and the progress made for recruitment

may also be indicated in the affidavit to be filed by the State.
Punjab

12. We have perused the affidavits dated 13" January, 2026 and 12™ May,
2026. It is not in dispute that 375 (contractual) special teachers were in position
and that all of them have been screened by the Screening Committee. In terms
of the recommendation of the Screening Committee, such (contractual) special
teachers have been recommended for regularisation in terms of the order dated
07t March 2025, in three tranches of 36, 12 and 13. The State of Punjab may

proceed to regularise their service, and afford them all benefits in terms of the
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order dated 07" March, 2025.

13. It also appears that the remaining (contractual) special teachers were not
recommended for regularisation owing to deficiencies, namely, that such
teachers did not qualify the TET, as well as had not renewed their Central

Rehabilitation Register (CRR) number issued by the RCI.

14. Mr. Rishi Malhotra, learned amicus curiae submits that renewal of the CRR
by the RCl is a requisite condition, and that those (contractual) special teachers,
who have not yet renewed such number, may be granted liberty to approach

the Screening Committee after obtaining such renewal.

15. We find the submission to be fair and just. Accordingly, we grant liberty to
all the (contractual) special teachers who have not obtained renewal of CRR
number, to approach the RCI for such renewal. We hope and trust that the RCI
shall attend to the concerns expressed by such (contractual) special teachers,

and renew the CRR numbers in accordance with law.

16. On such renewal, the said (contractual) special teachers shall be at liberty
to approach the Screening Committee for further verification of their
credentials. We reiterate that TET shall be regarded as a desirable qualification,
as indicated in the previous orders, as well as the order passed today while

dealing with the State of Odisha.

17. If such (contractual) special teachers are found to be suitable in all
respects, they shall also be recommended by the Screening Committee for

regularisation.

18. So far as the contents of paragraph 4 of the affidavit dated 12" May, 2026

is concerned, Mr. Malhotra, learned amicus curiae has correctly pointed out that
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there is some anomaly which needs to be cleared by the State of Punjab.

19. It appears that two tests were held on 15" April, 2026 and 26™ April,
2026. While the former test is titled “Punjab State Teacher Eligibility Test”, the

latter test is titled “Punjab State Teacher Eligibility Test (Special).

20. Anxiety of Mr. Malhotra is that 54 special teachers who are claimed to
have cleared the TET test on 15™ April 2026 may not have cleared the “Punjab

State Teacher Eligibility Test (Special).

21. Learned counsel for the State being confronted with such factual position,
has sought for time to obtain better instructions. Let a status report be filed

clarifying the position.

22. The petitioners in the Contempt Petition (C) Diary No.50639/2025 are also
granted liberty to present their credentials before the Screening Committee. If
they are found to be suitable for regularisation, appropriate recommendation

may be made.

23. Needless to observe, even for this category of candidates, TET will not be
insisted upon as a mandatory qualification.

Haryana

24. The State of Haryana is directed to constitute a Screening Committee in

terms of the order dated 07" March, 2025.

25. It is submitted that 360 (contractual) special teachers are in position and

there are 1093 sanctioned posts.

26. The State of Haryana may invite all the (contractual) special teachers to
appear before the Screening Committee on a specific date to be notified, with

their credentials. On verification of the credentials of such of the candidates
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who are found to meet the requisite eligibility criteria, the State of Haryana
shall proceed to regularise their services and grant them all benefits under the
order dated 07™ March, 2025 without insisting for them to possess the TET

qualification.

27. We propose to take up the cases related to GNCT of Delhi, Chandigarh,

Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand on 19™ May, 2026 at 3:00 p.m.

(RASHMI DHYANI PANT) (SUDHIR KUMAR SHARMA)
ASTT. REGISTRAR-cum-PS COURT MASTER (NSH)
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