I N THE SUPREME COURT OF | NDI A

Cl VI L APPELLATE JURI SDI CTI ON

ClVIL APPEAL NOS. 2381-2382 OF 2001

DR. MANWNDER SINGH & OTHERS ... APPELLANTS
VERSUS
STATE OF PUNJAB & ANR. RESPONDENTS
ORDER
1. These appeal s are directed agai nst the inpugned order dated

10. 8. 1999 passed by the Division Bench of the Hi gh Court of Punjab &

Har yana wher eby the Division Bench remanded the nmatter back to the

State Gover nnent and directed it to consider t he representation

dat ed 6.5.1999 of t he appel | ants-petitioners and pass a detailed

speaki ng order.

2. The issue involved in the present case is that in view of the

deci si on dat ed 25.8.1998 of this Court in Cvil Appeal No. 10549

1996 titled State of Punjab & another Vs. Dr. Dharam Paul & others

wher eby this Court had di smi ssed t he appeal filed by the State of

Punj ab and directed that a parity in the scales of pay of Research

Oficer and Assi st ant Resear ch Oficer wth t hat of t he Executi ve

Engi neers and Assi st ant Executive Engi neers respectively in t he

Irrigation Departnment should be maintained. It was al so directed that



in view of t he recomendat i ons made by t he Admini strative

Depart nent , ot her per sons have been gi ven t he pay scal es w.e.f.
1.1.1986 and fromthe sanme date, the pay scal es should be given to

2
per sons occupyi ng simlar or i denti cal posi ti ons. A revi ew
application agai nst t he i mpugned order dat ed 10. 8. 1999 was al so
di sni ssed by the Division Bench on 26.10.1999. Hence, t he present

appeal has been filed agai nst bot h t he orders dat ed 10. 8. 1999 and

26. 10. 1999.

3 In pur suance of t he order passed by the Di vi si on

Bench on

10. 8. 1999, t he State Gover nnent has passed a detailed speaki ng

order which is annexed as Annexure R-1 whereby the request of the

appel lants for grant of identical pay-scales from1.1.986 was rejected

and they were granted the pay-scales we.f 1.1.994. We coul d have

remanded this case back to the High Court because the order dated

25. 8. 2000 is not a subject-matter before us but it will

exerci se because this Court in a i denti cal si tuation, as

above, has already taken a view that all the persons who were in the

simlar position, should be granted the pay-scales from1.1.1986 and

not from 1.1.1994.

4 In or der to di spose of this appeal , it will be

mention the brief facts of the case.

5 The appellants before us were working as Research Oficers,

be a

ment i oned

rel evant

futile

to



Assi stant Research O ficers, Research Assistants G ade-A & B in the

research cadre, Irrigation Branch of the Governnent of Punjab. The
Gover nient of Punj ab grant ed a hi gher pay- scal es to somne of t he
enpl oyees of Irrigation Depar t nent w.e.f. 1.1.1986 and deni ed t he
same pay- scal es to t he appel I ant s. Thereafter, t he appel I ants

3

approached the High Court by filing a Wit Petition. The Hi gh Court,

not wi t hst andi ng t he fact t hat this Court in a i denti cal situation had

di snissed the appeal filed by the State of Punjab in G vil Appeal No.

10549 of 1996, still did not pass an order as a consequence of the

or der passed by this Court and r emanded t he matt er to t he

Governnent to decide their representation (Annexure P-6). Now t he

State Gover nient has al r eady passed a speaking or der dat ed

25. 8. 2000 and rejecting their request to gr ant t he pay-scal es from

1.1.1994 and not from 1.1. 1986

6 e have heard | ear ned counsel for t he parties and have

perused the record.

7 Once, this Court has al r eady t aken a view that al | t hese

appellants will be entitled to a identical pay-scal es as have been given

to ot her enpl oyees of t he Irrigation Depar t nent from 1.1.1986, why

t he appel I ants shoul d be di scri m nat ed and be not gi ven t he pay-

scal es from 1.1.1986. Thi s i ssue cane bef or e this court and this

Court in no uncertain terns disnissed the appeal filed by the State of



Punj ab and affirned the order passed by the Punjab & Haryana Hi gh

Court. e do not see any reason why t he simlarly situated

enpl oyees be discrimnated in granting the pay-scales from1.1.1986

Therefore, we allow these appeals and direct that the sane scal es of

pay be granted to the appellants in view of the order passed by this

Court on 25.8.1998 in Dr. Dharam Paul's case (supra). However, the
appel I ants shal | be entitled to arrears for t he | ast three years
4

preceding the filing of this petition before this Court in the year 2001

but for al | ot her pur poses Iike pensi on etc. they will be entitled
to

benefit from 1.1.1986. There shall be no order as to costs.

........... J.
[ A K MTHUR ]
........... ,
New Del hi [ H'S. BED ]
MAY 10, 2007
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DR. MANW NDER SI NGH & ORS. Appel I ant (s)

VERSUS

STATE OF PUNJAB & ANR Respondent ( s)

(Wth office report )

Date: 10/05/2007 These Appeals were called on for hearing today.

CORAM :
HON BLE MR JUSTI CE A. K. MATHUR
HON BLE MR. JUSTICE H. S. BED
For Appellant(s) M. Vikrant Rana, Adv. for
MS S.S. Rana & Co., Adv.
For Respondent (s) M. HS Minjral, Adv.

M. A ay Pal, Adv.

M. Arun K. Sinha, Adv.

UPON hearing counsel the Court nade the foll ow ng

ORDER

Appeal s are al | owed in terns of si gned order.
Ther e

shall be no order as to costs.

(Pardeep Kumar) (Radha R Bhati a)



Court Master Court Master

[ SIGNED ORDER IS PLACED ON THE FI LE ]



