vCl
| TEM NO. 56 COURT NO. 5 SECTI ON PI L(W
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Wit Petition(s)(Cvil) No(s). 230/2001

M K. BALAKRI SHNAN & ORS. Petitioner(s)
VERSUS
UNION OF I NDI A & ORS. Respondent ( s)
(WTH  APPLN. (S) FOR directions and i ntervention and application
for i ncl udi ng t he appl i cant in t he conmittee of experts and to

sanction an anount of Rs. 10 crores for national wetlands yatra and

O fice Report)

Date : 03/04/2017 This petition was called on for hearing today.

CORAM :
HON&#39; BLE MR, JUSTI CE MADAN B. LOKUR
HON&#39; BLE MR JUSTI CE DEEPAK GUPTA

For Petitioner(s) M. Gopal Sankaranarayanan, Adv.

Zeeshan Di wan, Adv.

Jogendra Sanal, Adv.

Naresh Kumar, AOR

Respondent (s)/

i cant (s)

M. A K Panda, Sr. Adv.

Ajit Kumar Sinha, Sr. Adv.

A. K. Sanghi, Sr. Adv.

Wasim A. Qadri, Adv.

Bi nu Tanta, Adv.

Sunita Sharma, Adv.

Shal i nder Sai ni, Adv.

Vi bhu Shanker M shra, Adv.

Pankaj Pandey, Adv.

Raj Bahadur, Adv.

G S. Makker, Adv.

Prasad, Adv.

Maroria, Adv.

Kaul , Adv.

Si ddi qui, Adv.
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Satya Siddiqui, Adv.

M. S.N Terdal, Adv.

For States of

Andhra Pradesh M. Guntur Prabhakar, Adv.
Ms. Prerna Singh, Adv.

Assam M. Shuvodeep Roy, Adv.

M . Sayooj Mhandas M, Adv.

Arunachal Pradesh M. Anil Shrivastav, ACR
Bi har M. Gopal Singh, AOR

M. Mani sh Kumar, Adv.

Chhattisgarh M. Jugal Kishore Glda, Adv. GCen.
M. A P. Mayee, Adv.

M. A Selvin Raja, Adv.

Gujarat Ms. Hemanti ka Wahi, AOR

Ms. Jesal Wahi, Adv.

Ms. Puja Singh, Adv.

Ms. Manta Singh, Adv.

Haryana M. Sanjay Kumar Visen, AOR

H P. M. D K Thakur, AAG

M. Varinder Kumar Sharnm, Adv.

J&K M. M Shoeb Alam Adv.

Ms. Fauzia Shakil, Adv.

M. U jwal Singh, Adv.

M. Mjahid Kari m Khan, Adv.

Jhar khand M. Tapesh Kumar Singh, Adv.
M. Mhd. Waquas, Adv.

M. Aditya Pratap Singh, Adv.

Karnataka M. V. N. Raghupat hy, AOR

M. Prakash Jadhav, Adv.

M. Lagnesh M shra, Adv.



M. Parikshit P. Angadi, Adv.
Kerala M. G Prakash, AOR
M. Jishnu ML., Adv.

M's. Priyanka Prakash, Adv.
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Ms. Beena Prakash, Adv.

M. Manu Srinath, Adv.

M P. M. Purushai ndra Kaurav, AAG
M. M shra Saurabh, AOR

Vanshaj a Shukl a, Adv.

Ms. Anuradha M shra, Adv.
Maharashtra M. Mhal i ng Pandarge, Adv.
M. N shant R Kat neshwarkar, Adv.
Mani pur M. Sapam Biswajit Meitei, Adv.
M. Naresh Kumar Gaur, Adv.

M. MN. Singh, Adv.

M. Ashok Kumar Singh, Adv.

Meghal aya M. Ranj an Mukherjee, AOR
M. Subhro Sanyal, Adv.

M zoram M. Pragyan Sharma, Adv.

M. Shikhar Garg, Adv.

M. Ganesh Bapu, Adv.

M. P. V. Yogeswaran, AOR

Nagal and Ms. K Enatoli Sema, AOR
. Edward Bel ho, Adv.

Amit Kumar Singh, Adv.

K. Lui kang M chael, Adv.

Z.H |saac Haiding, Adv.

Eli x Gangnei, Adv.
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Qdi sha M. Sibo Sankar M shra, AOR
M. Unmakant M shra, Adv.

M. N ranjan Sahu, Adv.

Punjab M. Sanchar Anand, AAG

M. Apoorv Singhal, Adv.

M. Rajiv Singhal, Adv.

Raj asthan M. S.S. Shanshery, AAG
M. Amt Sharma, Adv.

M. MIlind Kumar, Adv.

Si kki m Ms. Aruna Mat hur, Adv.

M. Avneesh Arputham Adv.

Ms. Anuradha Arput ham Adv.
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M. Amit Arora, Adv.

for Ms Arputham Aruna & Co.

Tanmi| Nadu M. B. Bal aji, Adv.

M. Mithuvel Pal ani, Adv.

Tel angana M. S. Udaya Kumar Sagar, Adv.

M. Mityunjai Singh, Adv.

Tripura M. Gopal Singh, AOR

M. Rituraj Biswas, Adv.

Ms. Varsha Poddar, Adv.

Puducherry M. V. G Pragasam AOR

M. S. Prabu Ramasubramani, Adv.

A&N | sl ands M. Bhupesh Narul a, Adv.

K. V. Jagdi shvaran, Adv.

G Indira, AOR

Moni ka Gusai n, Adv.

Kar uni sh Kumar Shukl a, Adv.
M. Abhijit Sengupta, AOR
M . Abhi shek Chaudhary, AOR
M. Anil Kumar Jha, AOR
M. Anuvrat Sharnma, AOR
M. A Venayagam Bal an, AOR

sYFS

M. B. S. Banthia, AOR
M . Khwai rakpam Nobi n Si ngh, AOR



Kunal Verma, AOR

M

M. Naresh K. Sharma, AOR
M. P. V. Dinesh, AOR
Vg
M

R Ayyam Perumal , ACR
R D. Upadhyay, AOR

M. R Nedumaran, AOR
M. S. Chandra Shekhar, AOR
Ms. D. Bharathi Reddy, AOR
M. Shiv Sagar Tiwari, AOR

M s Corporate Law G oup (NP)

Ms. Kamini Jaiswal, ACR
Ms. Sumita Hazarika, AOR
Ms. A. Subhashini, Adv.
UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the follow ng

ORDER

Pur suant to our | ast order dat ed 8 th

February, 2017,
it has been br ought to our notice by | ear ned counsel
appeari ng for Uni on of India that Central Wet | and
Regul atory Authority (CWRA) has since been constituted on
14 th

February, 2017. The M ni stry of Tourism and t he
M nistry of Soci al Justice and Enpower nent have not
nom nat ed an of ficer not below the r ank of Joi nt
Secretary to t he Aut hority. W expect t hese t wo

M nistries to make t he nom nati ons at t he earliest o)
t hat t he Central Wet | and Regul at ory Aut hority can
conprehensively carry on its mandate under the |aw

W have al so been shown a statenent of expendi ture

t hat has been filed by the Uni on of India along wth an
af fidavit dat ed 28 th
Mar ch, 2017. Wi | e huge anount s
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appear to have been spent to t he ext ent of Rs. 945. 95
crores, it appears from a reading of the affidavit t hat
not much inprovenent seens to have been made at |east on
t he ground. That apart, t he activities or t he st eps
undert aken and t he expendi ture i ncurred in respect of
t hose activities are extrenely general in nature. W are

al so not sure whet her t he accounts have been audi t ed or
not .

Lear ned counsel for t he Uni on of India says t hat he
wi | ascertain whet her t he accounts of t he anmount s t hat
have been di sbur sed to t he State Gover nnent s have been
audited and file an affidavit in this regard.

We have put it to learned counsel for the petitioner

t hat i nsof ar as t he Ransar Conventi on sites are
concer ned, si nce t hey are matters of i nternationa
herit age, it m ght be nor e appropri ate i f t he concer ned
Hi gh Courts nmoni t or t he managenent of t hese sites at
| east till there is sone vi sible i mprovenent. Lear ned
counsel for the petitioner says that he has no objection
to this.
Under the circunstances, we direct t he Regi stry of

this Court to make photocopies of the affidavit filed by
the Union of India by Dr. A Duraisany, Scientist &#39; F&#39; and
Menber Secretary, Central Wet | and Regul at ory Aut hority
and send it to the followi ng H gh Courts:

Hi gh Court of Judicature at Hyderabad for the States
of Tel angana and Andhra  Pradesh, Gauhat i Hi gh Court,
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Quj arat High Court, Hi machal Pradesh Hi gh Court, J&K High

Court, Keral a Hi gh Court, Madhya Pradesh Hi gh Court,
Mani pur High Court, Orissa Hi gh Court, Punjab and Haryana
Hi gh Court, Raj ast han Hi gh Court, Madr as Hi gh Court,

Tripura Hi gh Court, Al | ahabad Hi gh Court and Hi gh Court
at Cal cutta.

The affidavit be sent to the Registrar Ceneral of all

t he af orenment i oned Hi gh Courts Wit hin t wo weeks from

t oday. A  copy of al | t he orders passed by this Court
from10 th
Sept enber, 2014 till today shall also be sent to

the concerned High Courts along with the affidavit.

We request Hon&#39; bl e the Chief Justice of the concerned
Hi gh Court to treat t he af fidavit as a suo nmot u public
interest petition and, if necessary, appoint an amcus to
assi st t he court o] as to ensure  that t he Ransar
Conventi on sites wi thin their jurisdiction are properly
mai nt ai ned.

The affidavit by the Uni on of India should be filed
within six weeks. List the matter on 12 th

July, 2017.
( SANJAY KUVAR- | ) ( SHARDA KAPOOR)
AR- CUM PS COURT MASTER



