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ITEM NO.56               COURT NO.5               SECTION PIL(W)
               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
Writ Petition(s)(Civil)  No(s). 230/2001
M.K. BALAKRISHNAN & ORS.                           Petitioner(s)
                                VERSUS
UNION OF INDIA & ORS.                              Respondent(s)
(WITH   APPLN.   (S)   FOR   directions   and   intervention   and   application
for   including   the   applicant   in   the   committee   of   experts   and   to
sanction an amount of Rs. 10 crores for national wetlands yatra and
Office Report)
Date : 03/04/2017 This petition was called on for hearing today.
CORAM : 
         HON&#39;BLE MR. JUSTICE MADAN B. LOKUR
         HON&#39;BLE MR. JUSTICE DEEPAK GUPTA
For Petitioner(s) Mr. Gopal Sankaranarayanan, Adv.
Mr. Zeeshan Diwan, Adv.
Dr. Jogendra Samal, Adv.
Mr. Naresh Kumar, AOR    
For Respondent(s)/
applicant(s)
UOI Mr. A.K. Panda, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Ajit Kumar Sinha, Sr. Adv.
Mr. A.K. Sanghi, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Wasim A. Qadri, Adv.
Ms. Binu Tamta, Adv.
Mrs. Sunita Sharma, Adv.
Mr. Shalinder Saini, Adv.
Mr. Vibhu Shanker Mishra, Adv.
Mr. Pankaj Pandey, Adv.
Mr. Raj Bahadur, Adv.
Mr. G.S. Makker, Adv.
Mr. B.K. Prasad, Adv.
Mr. M.K. Maroria, Adv.
Mr. A.K. Kaul, Adv.
Mr. S.A. Siddiqui, Adv.
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Mr. Satya Siddiqui, Adv.
Mr. S.N. Terdal, Adv.
For States of
Andhra Pradesh Mr. Guntur Prabhakar, Adv.
Ms. Prerna Singh, Adv.
Assam Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, Adv.
Mr. Sayooj Mohandas M., Adv.
Arunachal Pradesh Mr. Anil Shrivastav, AOR
Bihar Mr. Gopal Singh, AOR
Mr. Manish Kumar, Adv.
Chhattisgarh Mr. Jugal Kishore Gilda, Adv. Gen.
Mr. A.P. Mayee, Adv.
Mr. A. Selvin Raja, Adv.
Gujarat Ms. Hemantika Wahi, AOR
Ms. Jesal Wahi, Adv.
Ms. Puja Singh, Adv.
Ms. Mamta Singh, Adv.
Haryana Mr. Sanjay Kumar Visen, AOR
H.P. Mr. D.K. Thakur, AAG
Mr. Varinder Kumar Sharma, Adv.
J&K Mr. M. Shoeb Alam, Adv.
Ms. Fauzia Shakil, Adv.
Mr. Ujjwal Singh, Adv.
Mr. Mojahid Karim Khan, Adv.
Jharkhand Mr. Tapesh Kumar Singh, Adv.
Mr. Mohd. Waquas, Adv.
Mr. Aditya Pratap Singh, Adv.
Karnataka Mr. V. N. Raghupathy, AOR
Mr. Prakash Jadhav, Adv.
Mr. Lagnesh Mishra, Adv.



Mr. Parikshit P. Angadi, Adv.
Kerala Mr. G. Prakash, AOR
Mr. Jishnu M.L., Adv.
Mrs. Priyanka Prakash, Adv.
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Mrs. Beena Prakash, Adv.
Mr. Manu Srinath, Adv.
M.P. Mr. Purushaindra Kaurav, AAG
Mr. Mishra Saurabh, AOR
Vanshaja Shukla, Adv.
Ms. Anuradha Mishra, Adv.
Maharashtra Mr. Mahaling Pandarge, Adv.
Mr. Nishant R. Katneshwarkar, Adv.
Manipur Mr. Sapam Biswajit Meitei, Adv.
Mr. Naresh Kumar Gaur, Adv.
Mr. M.N. Singh, Adv.
Mr. Ashok Kumar Singh, Adv.
Meghalaya Mr. Ranjan Mukherjee, AOR
Mr. Subhro Sanyal, Adv.
Mizoram Mr. Pragyan Sharma, Adv.
Mr. Shikhar Garg, Adv.
Mr. Ganesh Bapu, Adv.
Mr. P. V. Yogeswaran, AOR
Nagaland Mrs. K. Enatoli Sema, AOR
Mr. Edward Belho, Adv.
Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, Adv.
Mr. K. Luikang Michael, Adv.
Mr. Z.H. Isaac Haiding, Adv.
Ms. Elix Gangmei, Adv.
 
Odisha Mr. Sibo Sankar Mishra, AOR
Mr. Umakant Mishra, Adv.
Mr. Niranjan Sahu, Adv.
Punjab Mr. Sanchar Anand, AAG
Mr. Apoorv Singhal, Adv.
Mr. Rajiv Singhal, Adv.
Rajasthan Mr. S.S. Shamshery, AAG
Mr. Amit Sharma, Adv.
Mr. Milind Kumar,Adv.
Sikkim Ms. Aruna Mathur, Adv.
Mr. Avneesh Arputham, Adv.
Ms. Anuradha Arputham, Adv.
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Mr. Amit Arora, Adv.
for M/s Arputham   Aruna & Co.
Tamil Nadu Mr. B. Balaji,Adv.
Mr. Muthuvel Palani, Adv.
Telangana Mr. S. Udaya Kumar Sagar, Adv.
Mr. Mrityunjai Singh, Adv.
Tripura Mr. Gopal Singh, AOR
Mr. Rituraj Biswas, Adv.
Ms. Varsha Poddar, Adv.
Puducherry Mr. V. G. Pragasam, AOR
Mr. S. Prabu Ramasubramani, Adv.
A&N Islands Mr. Bhupesh Narula, Adv.
Mr. K.V. Jagdishvaran, Adv.
Ms. G. Indira, AOR
Dr. Monika Gusain, Adv.
Mr. Karunish Kumar Shukla, Adv.
                  Mr. Abhijit Sengupta, AOR
                   Mr. Abhishek Chaudhary, AOR
                   Mr. Anil Kumar Jha, AOR
                  Mr. Anuvrat Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. A. Venayagam Balan, AOR
                     
                  Mr. B. S. Banthia, AOR
                 Mr. Khwairakpam Nobin Singh, AOR



                  Mr. Kunal Verma, AOR                      
                     
                  Mr. Naresh K. Sharma, AOR
                  Mr. P. V. Dinesh, AOR                  
                     
                  Mr. R. Ayyam Perumal, AOR
                  Mr. R. D. Upadhyay, AOR
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                   Mr. R. Nedumaran, AOR
                 Mr. S. Chandra Shekhar, AOR
                  Mrs. D. Bharathi Reddy, AOR
                 Mr. Shiv Sagar Tiwari, AOR                  
                     
                  M/s Corporate Law Group (NP)
                    
Ms. Kamini Jaiswal, AOR
                  Ms. Sumita Hazarika, AOR  
Ms. A. Subhashini, Adv.
  UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                               O R D E R
Pursuant   to   our   last   order   dated   8 th
  February,   2017,
it   has   been   brought   to   our   notice   by   learned   counsel
appearing   for   Union   of   India   that   Central   Wetland
Regulatory Authority (CWRA) has since been constituted on
14 th
  February,   2017.     The   Ministry   of   Tourism   and   the
Ministry   of   Social   Justice   and   Empowerment   have   not
nominated   an   officer   not   below   the   rank   of   Joint
Secretary   to   the   Authority.     We   expect   these   two
Ministries   to   make   the   nominations   at   the   earliest   so
that   the   Central   Wetland   Regulatory   Authority   can
comprehensively carry on its mandate under the law.
  We   have   also   been   shown   a   statement   of   expenditure
that   has   been   filed   by   the   Union   of   India   along   with   an
affidavit   dated   28 th
  March,   2017.     While   huge   amounts
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appear   to   have   been   spent   to   the   extent   of   Rs.945.95
crores,   it   appears   from   a   reading   of   the   affidavit   that
not much improvement seems to have been made at least on
the   ground.     That   apart,   the   activities   or   the   steps
undertaken   and   the   expenditure   incurred   in   respect   of
those   activities  are   extremely  general   in  nature.   We  are
also   not   sure   whether   the   accounts   have   been   audited   or
not.
  Learned   counsel   for   the   Union   of   India   says   that   he
will   ascertain   whether   the   accounts   of   the   amounts   that
have   been   disbursed   to   the   State   Governments   have   been
audited and file an affidavit in this regard.  
  We have put it to learned counsel for the petitioner
that   insofar   as   the   Ramsar   Convention   sites   are
concerned,   since   they   are   matters   of   international
heritage,   it   might   be   more   appropriate   if   the   concerned
High   Courts   monitor   the   management   of   these   sites   at
least   till   there   is   some   visible   improvement.     Learned
counsel for the petitioner says that he has no objection
to this.
  Under   the   circumstances,   we   direct   the   Registry   of
this Court to make photocopies of the affidavit filed by
the Union of India by Dr. A. Duraisamy, Scientist &#39;F&#39; and
Member   Secretary,   Central   Wetland   Regulatory   Authority
and send it to the following High Courts:
  High Court  of Judicature  at Hyderabad  for the  States
of   Telangana   and   Andhra   Pradesh,   Gauhati   High   Court,
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Gujarat High Court, Himachal Pradesh High Court, J&K High
Court,   Kerala   High   Court,   Madhya   Pradesh   High   Court,
Manipur High Court, Orissa High Court, Punjab and Haryana
High   Court,   Rajasthan   High   Court,   Madras   High   Court,
Tripura   High   Court,   Allahabad   High   Court   and   High   Court
at Calcutta.
The affidavit be sent to the Registrar General of all
the   aforementioned   High   Courts   within   two   weeks   from
today.     A   copy   of   all   the   orders   passed   by   this   Court
from 10 th
 September, 2014 till today shall also be sent to
the concerned High Courts along with the affidavit.
  We request Hon&#39;ble the Chief Justice of the concerned
High   Court   to   treat   the   affidavit   as   a   suo   motu   public
interest petition and, if necessary, appoint an  amicus  to
assist   the   court   so   as   to   ensure   that   the   Ramsar
Convention   sites   within   their   jurisdiction   are   properly
maintained.
  The   affidavit   by   the   Union   of   India   should   be   filed
within six weeks.  List the matter on 12 th
 July, 2017.
  (SANJAY KUMAR-I)                 (SHARDA KAPOOR)
     AR-CUM-PS                     COURT MASTER


