< | TEM NO 107 COURT NO. 10 SECTI ON XVI |

SUPREME COURT OF I NDI A
RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS

ClVIL APPEAL NQO(s). 2869 OF 2000

NATI ONAL | NSURANCE COMPANY LTD. Appel | ant (s)

VERSUS

VI JAY KUVAR JI NDAL Respondent ( s)

(Wth prayer for interimrelief )

Date: 03/05/2006 This Appeal was called on for hearing today.

CORAM :
HON BLE MR, JUSTI CE B. N. SRI KRI SHNA
HON BLE MR JUSTICE R V. RAVEENDRAN
For Appellant(s) M. Jitendra Sharma, Sr. Adv.

Ms. M nakshi Vij, Adv.

M. P.N Jha, Adv.

For Respondent(s) M. P.N. Puri, Adv.

UPON hearing counsel the Court nade the foll ow ng

ORDER

The Appeal is allowed in terns of the signed order.

No order as to costs.



(K. K. Chaw a) (Radha R

Bhat i a)
Court Master Court M
aster
[ Signed order is placed on the file]

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF | NDI A

CIVIL APPELLATE JURI SDI CTI ON

ClVIL APPEAL NO. 2869 OF 2000
NATI ONAL | NSURANCE COWVPANY LTD. APPELLANTS

VERSUS

VI JAY KUVAR JI NDAL RESPONDENT

ORDER

After hearing the |l earned counsel on both sides, it appears to us that this Appea

revol ves around the question as to fromwhat date the interest awarded by the Consuner

Di sput es Redressal Conmi ssion, Union Territory, Chandigarh shoul d have been awarded.

The acci dent t ook pl ace on 4.8.1997 and t he vehicl e was a to
tal | oss. The

Appel I ant -1 nsurance conpany assessed the total |oss at Rs.4,00, 000/-. Not being satisf
i ed,

t he Respondent moved t he Consurner Di sput es Redr essal Conmi ssi on, Uni on Ter
ritory,

Chandi gar h al | egi ng defici ency of servi ce. Duri ng t he pendency of t he ap
plication, on

13.1.1999, the Insurance Conpany paid an amount of Rs. 4,00, 000/- but disputed its liability

to pay any nor e. The Consuner Di sput es Redr essal Conmi ssi on, Uni on Ter
ritory,



Chandi gar h assessed t he t ot al anount payabl e at Rs. 4, 90, 000/ - and hel d t ha
t since

Rs. 4, 00, 000/ - had al r eady been paid to t he conpl ai nant during t he pendency
of t he

compl ai nt, the bal ance anmbunt of Rs.90,000/- together with interest at the rate of 12% per

annum on the entire sum of Rs. 4, 90,000/- shall be payable fromthe date of institution of the

complaint till realisation

An Appeal carried to the National Consuner Disputes Redressal Comm ssion was

sunmarily dismissed. The Insurance Conpany is in Appeal before us.

Havi ng seen the order passed by the Consumer Disputes Redressal Commi ssion

Union Territory, Chandigarh and heard the |earned counsel, it appears to us that the order

as such is correct, but the wording thereof is likely to create a little confusion. Hence, th
ere

is need for clarification

We direct that the order shall stand nodified as under: -

The t ot al anount of compensati on payabl e to t he Respondent is
assessed at

Rs. 4, 90, 000/ - . I nt erest shal | be payabl e on t he anount of Rs. 4, 90, 000/ -
from the date of

institution of the complaint till the date of paynent at the rate of 12% per annum Si nce

t he amount of Rs. 4,00,000/- was already paid on 13th January, 1999, there is no question of

payment of i nterest from the sai d date onwar ds on t he anount of Rs. 4,0
0, 000/ -, but t he

i nterest shall be payable thereupon fromthe date of the institution of the conplaint to 13th

January, 1999. Wth this nodification, the Appeal is allowed to the aforesaid extent. Rest

of the inmpugned Order is affirned.



No order as to costs.

(B.N. Srikrishna)

(R V. Raveendran)
New Del hi ;

May 03, 2006.



