| $ I N THE SUPREME COURT OF | NDI A
CRI M NAL APPELLATE JURI SDI CTI ON
CRI M NAL APPEAL NO. 987 OF 2007

DEVI SI NG DADUBHAI VASAVA & CRS. L. APPELLANT( S)
VERSUS

STATE OF GUARAT RESPONDENT( S)

ORDER
Heard M. S.C. Patel and M. Brijender Chahar,
seni or counsel, appearing for the appellants.
The three appellants (appellant No.3 being the
father and appellant Nos. 1 and 2 his sons) along with
two ot her accused were put on trial on charges under
Sections 396 and 427 read with Section 120-B of the Pena

Code. At an early stage of the proceedings, one of the

accused absconded and his trial, therefore, had to be

separ at ed. At t he concl usi on of t he trial, t he trial
court acquitted one of the accused, but convicted the

three appel I ants under t he af oresai d sections of t he
Penal Code. Appel l ant No.1 was given the death sentence

and appel | ant Nos. 1 and 2 wer e sent enced to life

i mprisonment and a fine of Rs.1,000/- each, in default of

payment of fine, they were directed to undergo sinple

i mprisonment for one nonth under Section 396 of the Pena

Code. For t he of fence under Section 427, t hey wer e
sentenced to rigorous inprisonnent for one year and a

fine of Rs.500/- each and in default of payment of fine,

to suffer sinple inprisonnment for 15 days. In addition
al | t he three appel I ant s wer e order ed to pay
conpensati on of Rs. 1, 00, 000/ - each to t he wife and

children of the deceased.
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In appeal and the death reference t hat wer e
heard together, the H gh Court confirmed the conviction
of al | t he three appel I ant s but commut ed t he deat h

sentence awarded to appellant No.1 to life inprisonnent.
On hearing counsel for the appellants and on
goi ng through the judgnent and order passed by the High
Court and the other materials on record, we are satisfied
that the prosecution evidences were properly appraised
and the courts rightly arrived at the finding of the
appel lants’ guilt. The Hi gh Court was also right in
commuting the death sentence awarded to appellant No.1l by
the trial court to life inprisonnent.
We find that the evidences of the wife and son
of the deceased, who are PW 1 and 5 respectively, and of
PW 4, one of t he nei ghbours, al ong with t he medi ca
evi dence, should, w thout anything else, be sufficient to
bring hone the charges against the three appellants.
We find no nerit in the crininal appeal. It is
accordingly, dismssed.
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