
ITEM NO.34               COURT NO.2               SECTION PIL-W

               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Writ Petition(s)(Civil)  No(s).  116/1998

JUSTICE SUNANDA BHANDARE FOUNDATION                Petitioner(s)

                                VERSUS

U.O.I. & ORS.                                      Respondent(s)

IA No. 134118/2018 - APPROPRIATE ORDERS/DIRECTIONS
IA No. 10/2015 - DIRECTIONS
IA No. 14/2017 - DIRECTIONS
IA No. 13/2015 - DIRECTIONS
IA No. 11/2015 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T.
IA No. 93954/2018 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T.
 
WITH
C.A. No. 11938/2016 (XIV-A)

Diary No(s). 29329/2021 (PIL-W)
IA No. 204291/2022 - CONDONATION OF DELAY IN REFILING /  CURING THE
DEFECTS
IA No. 727/2023 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING AFFIDAVIT
IA No. 75708/2024 - INTERVENTION APPLICATION

Diary No(s). 26974/2024 (PIL-W)
IA No. 132857/2024 - APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION
IA No. 132858/2024 - PERMISSION TO APPEAR AND ARGUE IN PERSON
IA No. 132859/2024 - PERMISSION TO FILE APPLICATION FOR DIRECTION
 
Date : 15-04-2026 These matters were called on for hearing today.

CORAM : 
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE VIKRAM NATH
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE SANDEEP MEHTA
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE VIJAY BISHNOI

For Petitioner(s) : Mr. Colin Gonsalves, Sr.Adv.
Mr. Manik Gupta, Adv.
Ms. Puja Sharma, Adv.
Mr. Satya Mitra, AOR

                   
                   Mr. K. Parameshwar, Sr. Adv. (NP)
                   Mr. Akshay Sahay, Adv.
                   Mr. A. Karthik, AOR
                   Ms. Smrithi Suresh, Adv.
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                   Petitioner-in-person

                   Ms. Manali Singhal, Adv.(VC)
                   Ms. Shreya Singhal, Adv.
                   Mr. Santosh Sachin, Adv.
                   Ms. Aanchal Kapur, Adv.
                   Mr. Deepak Singh Rawat, Adv.
                   Mr. Ekansh Bansal, Adv.
                   Mr. Syed Sarfaraz Karim, Adv.
                   Mr. Ambar Qamaruddin, AOR
                   
For Respondent(s) :Mr. Vikramjit Banerjee, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Maroria, AOR
                   Ms. M. Upadhyay (aor), Adv.
                   Ms. Snidha Mehra, Adv.
                   Mr. Nishesh Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Aaditya Dixit, Adv.
                   Mr. Saransh Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Raman Yadav, Adv.

Mr. Vikramjeet Banerjee, ASG
Ms. Sunita Sharma, Adv.
Ms. Rekha Pandey, Adv.
Mr. R.R. Rajesh, Adv.
Mr. Amit Sharma, Adv.
Mr. Saransh Kumar, Adv.
Mr. N.Visakamurthy, AOR

                   
                   Mr. Vikramjeet Banerjee, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Nachiketa Joshi, Sr.Adv.
                   Mr. R.R.rajesh, Adv.
                   Ms. Sunita Sharma, Adv.
                   Mrs. Ruchi Kohli, Adv.
                   Mr. Jitender Kr.tripathi, Adv.
                   Mr. Amit Sharma-b, Adv.
                   Mr. Ishaan Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Rekha Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. Harish Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. Saransh Kumar, Adv.
                   Dr. N. Visakamurthy, AOR

Mr. D. S. Mahra, AOR

                   Mr. Prashant Kumar, AOR

                   Ms. Pragati Neekhra, AOR

                   M/S.  K J John And Co, AOR
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                   Mrs. D. Bharathi Reddy, AOR

                   Mr. Gopal Singh, AOR

                   Mr. Satish Vig, AOR

                   Mr. Milind Kumar, AOR

                   Mr. Gulshan Kumar Bajwa, AOR

                   Mr. Nirnimesh Dube, AOR

                   Mr. Ashok Kumar Singh, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Dharmendra Kumar Sinha, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Arjun Garg, AOR

                   Mr. Raj Bahadur Yadav, AOR

                   Mr. Shibashish Misra, AOR

                   Ms. Sushma Suri, AOR

                   Mr. Sudarshan Lamba, AOR

                   Mr. Praveen Swarup, AOR

                   Mr. T. V. George, AOR

                   Ms. Rajkumari Banju, AOR

                   Mrs. Anil Katiyar, AOR

                   Mr. Abhishek Chaudhary, AOR
                   
                   Mr. C. K. Sasi, AOR
                   Dr. Kk Geetha, Adv.
                   Ms. Meena K Poulose, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Shree Pal Singh, AOR

                   Mr. Ashok Mathur, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Abhijit Sengupta, AOR
                   Mr. Paras Chauhan, Adv.
                   Mr. Navneet Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Vishal Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Kuheli Mitra, Adv.
                   Mr. R.s.mishra, Adv.
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                   Mr. Sunil Ahya, Adv.
                   Ms. Gursheen Kaur, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Ramesh Babu M. R., AOR
                   Mr. P. V. Yogeswaran, AOR
                   
                   Ms. K. Enatoli Sema, AOR
                   Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Chubalemla Chang, Adv.
                   Mr. Prang Newmai, Adv.
                   Ms. Yanmi Phazang, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Hemantika Wahi, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR
                   Mr. Deepayan Dutta, Adv.
                   Mr. Saurabh Tripathi, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Ranjan Mukherjee, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Diksha Rai, AOR
                   Ms. Purvat Wali, Adv.
                   Ms. Sagun Srivastava, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. V. N. Raghupathy, AOR
                   
                   Ms. G. Indira, AOR
                   Mr. P Gandepan, Adv.
                   Mr. Anurag Kashyap, Adv.
                   Ms. Yashi Jain, Adv.
                   Ms. Anjali Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Sachin, Adv.
                   Mr. Prince Kumar Insa, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Deepanwita Priyanka, AOR
                   Ms. Priyal Sheth, Adv.
                   Mr. S. Biswal, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Rajani Ohri Lal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Manoj Ranjan Sinha, Adv.
                   Mr. Vishal Agrawal, Adv.
                   Mr. Rameshwar Prasad Goyal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Anuvrat Sharma, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Sharmila Upadhyay, AOR
                   Mr. Sarvjit Pratap Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Sanjeev Kumar, Adv.
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                   Mr. Jagjit Singh Chhabra, AOR
                   Mr. G. Prakash, AOR
                   
                   M/S. Arputham Aruna And Co, AOR

                   Mr. K. V. Mohan, AOR

                   Mr. Anil Shrivastav, AOR

    Mr. T.N. Ramarao, Adv.
Mr. Samuel S. Sabbi, Adv.
Mr. Hitesh Kumar Sharma, Adv.
Mr. Akileshwar Jha, Adv.
Mr. Anupam Kumar, Adv.
Ms. Priyanka, Adv.
Ms. Asmita Mishra, Adv.

                   Mr. M. Yogesh Kanna, AOR

                   Mr. R. Sathish, AOR

                   Mr. Chanchal Kumar Ganguli, AOR

                   Mr. Devendra Singh, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Amit Kumar, Sr. Adv., Advocate General
                   Mr. Avijit Mani Tripathi, AOR
                   Mr. Zh Isaac Haiding, Adv.
                   Mr. T.k. Nayak, Adv.
                   Ms. Marbiang Khongwir, Adv.
                   Mr. Aditya Kumar, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Sahil Bhalaik, AOR
                   Mr. Tushar Giri, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddharth Anil Khanna, Adv.
                   Mr. Ritik Arora, Adv.
                   Mr. Shivam Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Mihir Joshi, Adv.
                   Mr. Sewa Singh, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Abhishek Atrey, AOR
                   Dr. Abhishek Atrey, Adv.
                   Ms. Rachna Gandhi, Adv.
                   Ms. Ambika Atrey, Adv.
                   Mr. Navneet Gupta, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Ms. Disha Singh , AOR
                   Ms. Eliza Bar, Adv.
                   Ms. Akansha, Adv.
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                   Ms. Anjali Saxena, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Abhimanyu Tewari, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Surjendu Sankar Das, AOR
                   Mr. Vishal Rishi Srivastava, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Narendra Kumar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sarthak Raizada Ga, Adv.
                   Mr. Harmeet Singh Ruprah, AOR
                   Mr. Kanishk Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Karan Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Ankita Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. Arjun D Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Ishika Neogi, Adv.
                   Mr. Divya Tripathi, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Maninderjit Singh Bedi, Advocate General
                   Mr. Chanchal Singla, A.A.G.
                   Mr. Siddhant Sharma, AOR                   
                   
                   Mr. Kunal Mimani, AOR
                   Mr. Abhinav Rana, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Vikrant Narayan Vasudeva, AOR
                   Mr. Arindam Gupta, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Shantanu Sagar, AOR
                   Mr. Anil Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Gunjesh Ranjan, Adv.
                   Mrs. Divya Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Prakash Kumar Mangalam, Adv.
                   Mr. Manoneet Dwivedi, Adv.
                   Mr. Abhishek Kumar Gupta, Adv.
                   Ms. Anshala Verma, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Nishant Ramakantrao Katneshwarkar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Nishe Rajen Shonker, AOR
                   Mrs. Anu K Joy, Adv.
                   Mr. Alim Anvar, Adv.
                   Mr. Santhosh K, Adv.
                   Mrs. Devika A.l., Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Akshay Amritanshu, AOR
                   Mr. Shekhar Raj Sharma, A.A.G.
                   Mr. Sarthak Srivastava, Adv.
                   Mr. Mayur Goyal, Adv.
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                   Ms. Nidhi Narwal, Adv.
                   Ms. Srishti Jain, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Aaditya Aniruddha Pande, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Anjuman Tripathy, AOR
                   Ms. Amisha Chauhan, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Sanchit Garga, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Pukhrambam Ramesh Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Karun Shamra, Adv.
                   Ms. Anupama Ngangom, Adv.
                   Ms. Rajkumari Divyasana, Adv.                   
                   
                   Ms. Suveni Bhagat, AOR
                   Ms. Rachna Gandhi, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Siddhesh Shirish Kotwal, AOR
                   Mr. Vishnu Shankar Jain, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Tanmaya Agarwal, AOR
                   Mr. Wrick Chatterjee, Adv.
                   Mrs. Aditi Agarwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Udit Bhardwaj, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Sravan Kumar Karanam, AOR
                   Mr. Kumar Abhishek, Adv.
                   Mr. P. Venkatraju, Adv.
                   Ms. M. Harshini, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Sameer Abhyankar, AOR
                   Mr. Krishna Rastogi, Adv.
                   Mr. Aryan Srivastava, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Raghvendra Kumar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shiv Mangal Sharma, A.A.G.
                   Ms. Sansriti Pathak, A.A.G.
                   Ms. Shalini Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Shagufa Khan, Adv.
                   Ms. Nidhi Jaswal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Karan Sharma, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Bhakti Vardhan Singh, AOR
                   Mr. Pawan Narang, Adv.
                   Mr. J Tarun Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Sauvik Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Narendra Pandey, Adv.
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                   Mr. Sunny Choudhary, AOR
                   Ms. Aswathi M.k., AOR
                   
                   Mr. Varun Chugh, Adv.
                   Mr. Krishna Kant Dubey, Adv.
                   Mr. Mrinal Elkar Mazumdar, Adv.
                   Ms. Indira Bhakar, Adv.
                   Mr. Ankit Raj, Adv.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Verma, Adv.
                   Mr. Bhuvan Kapoor, Adv.
                   Mr. Piyush Beriwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Vinayak Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Harish Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashwat Parihar, Adv.
                   Ms. Priyadarshini Priya, Adv.
                   Mr. Mukul Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Yogesh Vats, Adv.
                   Mr. Santosh Ramdurg, Adv.
                   Mr. Shreekant Neelappa Terdal, AOR

Ms. Priyanka, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. K. V. Vijayakumar, AOR

                   Mr. T. R. B. Sivakumar, AOR

                   Ms. Astha Sharma, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Anando Mukherjee, AOR
                   Mr. Shwetank Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Riya Dhingra, Adv.
                   Mr. Utkarsh Anand, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Jayant Mohan, AOR

    Ms. Adya Shree Dutta, Adv.
    Mr. Priyanshu Teotia, Adv.

                   
                   Mr. Alok Sangwan, Sr. A.A.G.
                   Mr. Samar Vijay Singh, AOR
                   Mr. Sumit Kumar Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Rajat Sangwan, Adv.
                   Mr. Vaibhav Yadav, Adv.
                   Mr. Harsh Mehla, Adv.
                   Mr. Anupam Saxena, Adv.
                   Mr. Ashvini Kumar Mishra, Adv.
                   Ms. Sabarni Som, Adv.
                   Mr. Aman Dev Sharma, Adv.
                   
                   
                   Mr. Aravindh S., AOR
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                   Mr. S Santhosh, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Gurmeet Singh Makker, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Manish Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Divyansh Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Kumar Saurav, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. T. R. B. Sivakumar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Varun Chugh, Adv.
                   Mr. Krishna Kant Dubey, Adv.
                   Mr. Mrinal Elkar Mazumdar, Adv.
                   Ms. Indira Bhakar, Adv.
                   Mr. Ankit Raj, Adv.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Verma, Adv.
                   Mr. Bhuvan Kapoor, Adv.
                   Mr. Piyush Beriwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Vinayak Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Harish Pandey, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashwat Parihar, Adv.
                   Ms. Priyadarshini Priya, Adv.
                   Mr. Mukul Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Yogesh Vats, Adv.
                   Mr. Santosh Ramdurg, Adv.
                   Mr. Shreekant Neelappa Terdal, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Tanmaya Agarwal, AOR
                   Mr. Wrick Chatterjee, Adv.
                   Mrs. Aditi Agarwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Udit Bhardwaj, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Manish Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Divyansh Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Kumar Saurav, Adv.                   
                   
                   Dr. Ravindra Chingale, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddharth Dharmadhikari, Adv.
                   Mr. Aaditya Aniruddha Pande, AOR
                   Mr. Shrirang B. Varma, Adv.

                   Mr. Sanchit Garga, AOR

    Mr. Dinesh Kumar Tiwary, Adv.
    Mr. Chandan Kumar, Adv.
    Mr. Shubham Rai, Adv.
    Mr. Arijit Shrivastava, Adv.

                   Mr. Kisalaya Shukla, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Sahil Bhalaik, AOR
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                   Mr. Tushar Giri, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddharth Anil Khanna, Adv.
                   Mr. Ritik Arora, Adv.
                   Mr. Shivam Mishra, Adv.
                   Mr. Mihir Joshi, Adv.
                   Mr. Sewa Singh, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Shiv Mangal Sharma, A.A.G.
                   Ms. Sansriti Pathak, A.A.G.
                   Ms. Shalini Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Shagufa Khan, Adv.
                   Ms. Nidhi Jaswal, AOR                   
                   
                   Mr. Pukhrambam Ramesh Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Karun Shamra, Adv.
                   Ms. Anupama Ngangom, Adv.
                   Ms. Rajkumari Divyasana, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Vaibhav Srivastava, A.A.G.
                   Ms. Sugandha Anand, AOR
                   Mr. Ashish Joshi, Adv.
                   Mr. Dhruv Raman Singh, Adv.                   
                   
                   Ms. G. Indira, AOR
                   Mr. Prince Kumar Insa, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Rushab Aggarwal, Adv.
                   Mr. Pashupathi Nath Razdan, AOR                 
                   
                   Mr. Aravindh S., AOR
                   Mr. S Santhosh, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Deepanwita Priyanka, AOR
                   Ms. Priyal Sheth, Adv.
                   Mr. S. Biswal, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Anando Mukherjee, AOR
                   Mr. Shwetank Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Riya Dhingra, Adv.
                   Mr. Utkarsh Anand, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Aswathi M.k., AOR
                   
                   Ms. Ankita Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. Arjun D Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Ishika Neogi, Adv.
                   Mr. Divya Tripathi, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Nishant Ramakantrao Katneshwarkar, AOR
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                   Mr. Guntur Prabhakar, AOR

                   Mr. Shree Pal Singh, AOR

Mr. Ram Narayan Mohanty, Adv.
Mr. surendra Gautam, Adv.
Mr. Veer Prataap Singh, AOR

        UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                             O R D E R

1. Mr.  Colin  Gonsalves,  learned  senior  counsel

appearing for the appellant in Civil Appeal No. 11938

of  2016,  submitted  that  certain  States  and  Union

Territories have still not appointed Nodal Officers in

compliance  with  the  directions  issued  by  this  Court

vide judgment  dated  12th September,  2025.  It  is

submitted that such non-compliance is causing serious

impediments  in  the  effective  functioning  of  the

National Law Universities in discharge of the mandate

of this Court.

2. It has been brought to the notice of this Court

that the States of Kerala, Jharkhand, Odisha, Sikkim,

Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Tripura, Madhya

Pradesh,  Chhattisgarh  and  Telangana,  as  well  as  the

Union Territories of Puducherry, Lakshadweep Islands,

Ladakh,  Delhi,  Chandigarh,  and  Andaman  and  Nicobar

Islands, have not appointed Nodal Officers even after a

lapse of seven months from the date of the aforesaid

judgment.

3. We  express  our  serious  displeasure  at  the

lackadaisical and indifferent approach displayed by the

aforesaid  States  and  Union  Territories  in  complying

with  the  directions  of  this  Court.  The  directions

issued pertain to a matter of considerable sensitivity

and  significance,  impacting  the  effective

implementation of statutory mandates and the rights of

vulnerable  sections  of  the  society.  Such  continued
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inaction  not  only  undermines  the  authority  of  this

Court but also defeats the very purpose for which the

directions were issued. The concerned authorities are,

therefore, expected to act with promptitude and a sense

of responsibility commensurate with the importance of

the subject matter.

4. However, considering the facts and circumstances

of the case, one last opportunity is granted to the

aforesaid States and Union Territories to appoint the

Nodal Officers in terms of the directions issued by

this Court vide judgment dated 12th September, 2025, on

or  before  the  next  date  of  hearing.  Failing  such

compliance, the Chief Secretaries and the Secretaries,

Department of Social Justice and Empowerment/Department

of Social Welfare of the concerned States and Union

Territories shall remain personally present before this

Court  on  the  next  date  of  hearing,  along  with  an

affidavit  explaining  the  reasons  for  the  delay  in

appointing the Nodal Officers. It is clarified that in

the event compliance is effected and the Nodal Officers

are duly appointed by the next date of hearing, the

requirement  of  personal  presence  of  the  Chief

Secretaries and the Secretaries, Department of Social

Justice and Empowerment/Department of Social Welfare of

the concerned States or Union Territories, as the case

may be, shall stand exempted, subject to the filing of

an affidavit evidencing such compliance.

5. An oral request was made on behalf of Mr. Colin

Gonsalves seeking permission to change the Advocate-on-

Record from Mr. Satya Mitra to Ms. Puja Sharma. It is

stated that the requisite application has been filed

but is not yet on record. The request is allowed. The

Registry is directed to accept the  vakalatnama of Ms.

Puja Sharma on behalf of the appellant in Civil Appeal
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No. 11938 of 2016.

6. Learned counsel appearing for the petitioner in

Writ Petition (Civil) No. 116 of 1998 submitted that

the larger issue in the present matters concerns the

faithful implementation of the provisions of the Rights

of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, and sought time

to place on record a status report. Accordingly, time

is granted to the learned counsel to file the status

report on or before the next date of hearing.

7. We are constrained to note that despite several

opportunities granted to the Union of India to place on

record its response as to the query raised in Para 53

of  the  judgment  dated  12th September,  2025,  i.e.,

whether  upward  movement  of  meritorious  candidates

applying  against  posts  reserved  for  persons  with

disabilities  is  permissible  in  cases  where  such

candidates  secure  marks  higher  than  the  cut-off

prescribed for the unreserved category, no clarity has

been forthcoming. Neither has any counsel appeared on

behalf of the Union of India to address this issue, nor

have we been informed as to whether any affidavit in

this regard has been filed. In these circumstances, we

grant last opportunity to the Union of India to file

its response on record by the next date of hearing.

8. List  on  28th April,  2026  for  further

consideration.

(NEETU KHAJURIA)
ASSISTANT REGISTRAR-CUM-PS

(RANJANA SHAILEY)
ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
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