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SUPREME COURT OF I NDI A

RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS

WRI T PETITION (Givil) NO 117 OF 2000

KARNI KA SAWHNEY Petitioner(s)

VERSUS

UNION OF | NDI A & ORS. Respondent ( s)

(Wth appln(s) for directions)

Date: 25/01/2005 This Petition was called on for hearing today.

CORAM :

HON BLE MR JUSTICE Y.K = SABHARWAL

HON BLE MR JUSTI CE TARUN CHATTERJEE
For Petitioner(s) Ms. | ndra Sawhney, Adv.

Ms. Karni ka Sawhney, Adv.

M. Aman Usman, Adv.

For Respondent (s)

-NCT, Delhi &
Del hi Police: M. HK Puri, Adv.
M. T.A Khan, Adv.
for Ms. Anil Katiyar, Adv.
M. D.S. Mhra, Adv. (NP)
-Ua M. C V. Subba Rao, Adv.

for M. S.N Terdol, Adv.



UPON hearing counsel the Court nade the foll ow ng

ORDER

A law student, who, we are told, is nowa lawer, filed this petition ab

out five

years back bringing to the notice of this Court that despite the Bonbay Prevent
ion of

Begging Act, 1959 (for short, 'the Act’) having been extended and nmade enforceable
in

Del hi about forty years ago, its inplenentation has been very disnmal and nothing seens

to have been done by the respondents to inplenent the said Act and the Rules frane

t her eunder, namel vy, Del hi Preventi on of Beggi ng Rul es, 1960 (for short
, "t he Rul es’),

and, on the other hand, the problem has been increasing. The capital of the country has

to be a rol e nodel for others to follow If the fact situation in Del hi
is what has been

stated in the wit petition, which is substantially correct, one can well inmagine the sta
te

of affairs in other parts of the country. Various directions have been sought in the wit

petition i ncl udi ng appoi nt nent of Visiting Conmi tt ees, maki ng arrangenent s for

provi si on of pr oper and cl ean shel ter, adequat e and pr oper f ood, cl ot hi ng
and ot her

necessary basi c anenities i ncl udi ng pr oper medi cal aid facilities in al | t
he beggar

institutions established under the Act, for providing vocational training and increasing

mobil e raiding squads and 1inking beggary prevention programes with other poverty



all eviation pr ogr ammes and i ncome generati ng pr ogr ammes of t he gover nnent .
It

appears that alnost all the beggar hones are |ying al nbst vacant, the nunber of innates

resi ding therein bei ng m ni mal as compar ed to t he sanct i oned strengt h. (0]
n the other

hand, there is an increase in the nunber of beggars as one can see on intersections and

ot her pl aces.

e have perused the affidavits filed by the Deput y Commi ssi oner
of pol i ce,

dat ed 5th Novenber, 2004, and by t he Joi nt Director, Soci al wel fare Depa
rtnent,

Gover nnent of N.CT. of Del hi , dat ed 29th Cct ober, 2004, al ong with t he
docunent s

annexed.

Section 14 of t he Act requires t he State Gover nnent to appoi nt
Visiting

Commi ttees. Rul e 20 of t he Rul es deal s w th t he constitution and t enur
e of t he sai d

committee and filling up of t he vacanci es t her ei n. Rul e 21 sets out d
uties of Visiting

Conmittee stipulating quarterly meet i ngs to be hel d in t he nont hs of Janua
ry, April,
July and Cct ober every year . It t ook for t he Gover nient nor e t han fo

rty years to

appoi nt first comrmittee in terns of the notification dat ed 21st April, 2003
The ot her

notification in regard to t he constitution of a Visiting Conmittee is da

ted 14t h

Sept enber, 2004. Whet her any meet i ngs have t aken pl ace or not , we are

not certain

since nothing is on record.

Per usal of t he reports filed al ong with t he af oresai d af fidavits



shows t hat

hardly any concrete steps are being taken to inplenent the provisions of the Act and the

Rul es. The
ai nt enance and

amount s are bei ng spent,

paynent of over-tine all owance. Ther e does

Furt her,

have been appoi nted draw sal ari es on account of their appointnent

but they work el sewhere

nmedi cal ot her

from the

f ood,
e gets

facilities or any

record is that for al

Under the aforesaid circunstances,

file a detail ed af fidavit as to what
to i mpl enent t he

provi si ons of the  Act and the Rul es.
Depart ment to file a

detail ed af fidavit as to what concrete
ck t he menace of

beggi ng, in particul ar, at i ntersections
affidavits shal | be

filed within four weeks.

List this matter thereafter

(N.  Annapur na)

Court Master

requirenents. The

intents and purposes the vocationa

we direct the Soci al

2
it seens, only on sal ari es, m
not appear to be any vocational training.

it appears that the sanctioned posts have not been filled up and even those who

to the beggars hone

There does not appear to be any provision made for supply of

i mpr essi on on

hones are nore on paper

Wel fare Departnent to

concrete st eps have been t aken
e al so direct t he Police
st eps have been t aken to che

and religious pl aces. These
(V.P. Tyagi)
Court Master






