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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION

CIVIL APPEAL NO. 727   OF 2016
(@ SPECIAL LEAVE PETITION (CIVIL) NO.5093/2013)

INDIAN NATIONAL SHIPOWNERS ASSOCIATION            …. APPELLANT(S)

                                VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA & ORS.                             …. RESPONDENT(S)

R1: UNION OF INDIA

R2: NATIONAL UNION OF SEAFARERS OF INDIAN(NUSI)

R3: FORWARD SEAMAN’S UNION OF INDIA (FSUI)

R4: SHIPPING CORPORATION OF INDIA

R5: CAPTAIN PHILIP MATHEWS

WITH

CIVIL APPEAL NO.         OF 2025
(@ SPECIAL LEAVE PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 5362/2013)

NATIONAL UNION OF SEAFARERS OF INDIA (NUSI),

A TRADE UNION UNDER THE INDIAN TRADE UNION 

ACT,1926,THROUGH ITS GENERAL SECRETARY

CUM TREASURER ... APPELLANT(S)

   VERSUS

SHIPPING CORP.OF INDIA, A GOVERNMENT OF 

INDIA ENTERPRISE, THROUGH ITS PRESIDENT

AND OTHERS ... RESPONDENT(S)

R1: SHIPPING CORP. OF INDIA, A GOVERNMENT OF 

    INDI A ENTERPRISE, THROUGH ITS PRESIDENT

R2: CAPTION PHILIP MATTHEWS

R3: FORWARD SEAMENS UNION OF INDIA

R4: INDIAN NATIONAL SHIPOWNERS ASSOCIATION (INSA)

R5: UNION OF INDIA THROUGH ITS DIRECTOR GENERAL

    OF SHIPPING, MINISTRY OF SHIPPING
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O R D E R

CIVIL APPEAL NO. 727   OF 2016

Heard learned counsel for the parties.

2. We have considered the matter from various aspects, but in the

end, since the order impugned is one where a reference has been

made to the Statutory Tribunal under Section 150 of the Merchant

Shipping Act, 1958, as also the peculiar facts and circumstances of

the present case, we find that the order of the High Court needs no

interference. Accordingly, the appeal stands dismissed.

3. The Reference Court is directed to immediately proceed with

the matter and decide it expeditiously.

4. Interim order stands vacated.

5. Pending application(s), if any, shall stand disposed of.

CIVIL APPEAL NO.         OF 2025
(@ SPECIAL LEAVE PETITION (CIVIL) NO.5362 of 2013)

Leave granted.

2. The order passed in Civil Appeal No. 727 of 2016 as above, 

shall govern the present appeal also.

 ......................J.
               (AHSANUDDIN AMANULLAH)

......................J.
                         (N.V. ANJARIA)

NEW DELHI
09 OCTOBER, 2025
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ITEM NO.133               COURT NO.14               SECTION III

               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Civil Appeal  No(s).  727/2016

INDIAN NATIONAL SHIPOWNERS ASSOCIATION             APPELLANT(S)
                                VERSUS
UNION OF INDIA & ORS.                              RESPONDENT(S)

IA  No.  120505/2020  -  APPROPRIATE  ORDERS/DIRECTIONS;  IA  No.
125544/2020  -  APPROPRIATE  ORDERS/DIRECTIONS;IA  No.  75302/2021  -
CONDONATION OF DELAY IN FILING;IA No. 71385/2021 - CONDONATION OF
DELAY IN FILING;IA No. 132222/2020 - EARLY HEARING APPLICATION;IA
No.  51254/2023  -  PERMISSION  TO  FILE  ADDITIONAL
DOCUMENTS/FACTS/ANNEXURES;IA No. 31601/2021 - PERMISSION TO FILE
ADDITIONAL  DOCUMENTS/FACTS/ANNEXURES;IA  No.  132223/2020  -  STAY
APPLICATION
 
WITH
SLP(C) No. 5362/2013 (IX)

Date : 09-10-2025 These matters were called on for hearing today.

CORAM :  HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE AHSANUDDIN AMANULLAH
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE N.V. ANJARIA

For Appellant(s)   Mr. Shekhar Naphade, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Aniruddha Joshi, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. P N Salgaokar, Adv.
                   Mr. Samrat Krishnarao Shinde, AOR
                   

    Mr. Jamshed Cama, Sr. Adv.
    Mr. Shikhil Suri, Sr. Adv.

         Mr. Manek Kalyaniwala, Adv.
    Ms. Ishita Ahuja, Adv.

                   Mr. T. R. B. Sivakumar, AOR
                   
For Respondent(s)  Mr. Colin Gonsalves, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Nitin S Tambwekar, Adv.
                   Mr. Seshatalpa Sai Bandharu, Adv.
                   Mr. Akshay Birwadkar, Adv.
                   Ms. Jane Cox, Adv.
                   Mr. K. Rajeev, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Bijoy Kumar Jain, AOR
                   Mr. T. R. B. Sivakumar, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shekhar Naphade, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Aniruddha Joshi, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. P N Salgaokar, Adv.
                   Mr. Samrat Krishnarao Shinde, AOR
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                   Mr. Rauf Rahim, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Arindam Banerjee, Sr. Adv.
                   Mrs. Arpita Saha, Adv.
                   Mr. Ashis Kumar Mukherjee, Adv.
                   Mr. Ali Asghar Rahim, Adv.
                   Mr. Shekhar Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Mohsin Rahim, Adv.
                   Ms. Tania Tamanna, Adv.

Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, Ld. ASG
Ms. Sunita Sharma, Adv.
Ms. Ruchi Kohli, Adv.
Ms. Shagun Thakur, Adv.
Mr. Raman Yadav, Adv.
Mr. Amrish Kumar, AOR

                   
          UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following

                             O R D E R

CIVIL APPEAL NO. 727   OF 2016

Heard learned counsel for the parties.

2. The appeal stands dismissed in terms of the signed order.

3. The Reference Court is directed to immediately proceed with

the matter and decide it expeditiously.

4. Interim order stands vacated.

5. Pending application(s), if any, shall stand disposed of.

CIVIL APPEAL NO.         OF 2025
(@ SPECIAL LEAVE PETITION (CIVIL) NO.5362 of 2013)

Leave granted.

2. The order passed in Civil Appeal No. 727 of 2016 as above, 

shall govern the present appeal also.

(VARSHA MENDIRATTA)                             (ANJALI PANWAR)
COURT MASTER (SH)                             COURT MASTER (NSH)
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