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SUPREME COURT OF I NDI A

RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS

Cvil Appeal No.. 3911 of 2001

MAHARASHTRA EDUCATI ON SOCI ETY & ANR ... APPELLANTS
VERSUS
PRATI MA ANANT SATHE . . . RESPONDENT
Date : 13/02/2003 This appeal was called on for hearing today.
CORAM :

HON BLE MR, JUSTI CE SHI VARAJ V. PATIL
HON BLE MR JUSTI CE ARI JI T PASAYAT

For Appellant (s) M. Balwant Apte, Sr.Adv.
M. G nnmoy Khal adkar, Adv.
M. S R Gover, Adv.

For Respondent (s) M. Subrat Birla, Adv.
M. Makarand D. Adkar, Adv.
M. Anurag D. Kishore, Adv.
M. S.C. Birla, Adv.

UPON hearing counsel the Court nade the foll ow ng
ORDER

After hearing | earned counsel for the parties for 10 mnutes ,

the civil appeal is disposed of in ternms of the signed order. No
costs.

Sarita (Shelly Sengupta)
Court Master
(Signed order is placed on the file)

I N THE SUPREME COURT OF | NDI A
Cl VI L APPELLATE JURI SDI CTI ON

Cl VI L APPEAL NO. 3911 OF 2001

MAHARASHTRA EDUCATI ON SCCI ETY & ANR ... PETI TI ONERS
VERSUS

PRATI MA ANANT SATHE .. . RESPONDENT

The respondent herein was appoi nted as Assistant Teacher in MES Bal Shi kshan Mandir. She
had conpleted only M A when she was appointed and | ater she acquired qualification B.Ed. Ph.
D. (in Marathi). Her services were term nated on the ground that they were not satisfactory.

She filed Appeal No.78/ 1992 before the School Tribunal challenging the order of the termnati
on of her services. The said order of termination was set aside by the Tribunal. Thereafter,
her services were again termnated on the ground that certain irregularities alleged to hav



e been conmitted. The respondent took a second round to challenge that order. The Schoo
Tri bunal having examnmined the respective contentions and having taken note of the facts in

suf ficient details, concl uded t hat t he or der of termnation passed aga
inst the .2
2

respondent was bad in law and consequently, it was set aside. The appellant-Managenent aggr
i eved by and not satisfied with the order of the Tribunal, filed the wit petition challenging
the validity and correctness of the same. The Ilearned Single Judge disnissed the wit pet
ition observing
"I find fromthe record that full work load of Marathi is available. In ny opinion, if th
at work load is available then considering the interest of the students, which should be param
ount consideration, and looking to the qualification of the Respondent No.1 the only subject o
f which work load is to be alloted to her is Marathi."
The appel |l ants took up the matter further before the Division Bench of the Hi gh Court by
filing a Letters Patent Appeal. The same was di snmissed as the Division Bench did not find any
good ground to interfere with the order passed by the | earned Single Judge. It is thus in th
ese circunstances, the present appeal has cone up for consideration
M. Balwant Apte, |earned Senior Counsel for the appellants made submi ssi ons cont endi n
g that t he School Tribunal as well as the H gh Court were not right and justified in se
tting aside the order of termination passed agai nst the respondent having regard to the nature
of charges and facts that have conme on record
Per contra, |earned counsel for the respondent nade subm ssions supporting the inpugned order
and justifying the sane.
CT

. 3.

After hearing the | earned counsel for the parties and | ooking to the concurrent findings of fa
ct recorded by the Tribunal as well as the High court and having regard to the facts and circu
nmst ances of the case, we decline to interfere with the inpugned order. However, the principa
of the school has to prepare a tinme-table keeping in view the best interest of the students i
n assigning the subject to be taught by the respondent. Wile doing so, the Principal may als
o take note of the fact that the respondent is well-qualified in Marathi and she can al so teac
h other | anguage or subject, if need be.

Wth these observations, the appeal stands disposed of. No costs.

(SHI VARAJ V. PATI L)

New Del hi ,
February 13, 2003. J.
(ARl JI T PASAYAT)



