
 W.P(C)No. 50 OF 1998

ITEM No.5                    Court No. 3                  SECTION PIL
                                                          A/N MATTER

                S U P R E M E   C O U R T   O F   I N D I A
                          RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

   Writ Petition(Civil) No.50/1998

  BHOPAL GAS PEEDITH MAHILA U.SANGAT.&ORS                   Petitioner (s)

                              VERSUS

  U.O.I. & ORS                                              Respondent (s)

( With Appln(s). for directions and c/delay in filing
affidavit and exemption from filing O.T. ) ( For Final Disposal )
  With

IA.Nos.36-37 in
C.A.No.3187-88/1988 (for directions)

  Date : 25/07/2001 These Petitions were called on for hearing today.

  CORAM :
           HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE B.N. KIRPAL
           HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE N. SANTOSH HEGDE
           HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE K.G. BALAKRISHNAN

  For Petitioner (s)
                        Mr. S. Muralidhar,Adv.

                        M/s JBD & Co. (NP)

For Respondent (s)      M/s SWA Qadri, Bipul Kumar, Ms.Rekha Pandey
                        and Ms.B.Sunita Rao, Ms.Sushma Suri & Ms.Anil
                        Katiyar,Advs.

                        Mr.VR Reddy,Sr.Adv.
for State of M.P.       Mr. S.K. Agnihotri,Adv.
                        Mr.Sakesh Kumar,Adv.

                        Ms. Madhu Sikri,Adv.

                        Mr.Arun K. Sinha,Adv.
                        Mr.Prashant Bhushan,Adv.
                        Mr.A.Mariaputham,Adv.
                        Mr.KJ John,Adv.
                        Ms.Indu Goswamy,Adv.
                        Mr.Harish Uppal,Adv.

                   UPON hearing counsel the Court made the following
                                    O R D E R
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               Learned  counsel for the parties are agreed  that
        in  order to ensure that free medical relief is  readily
        available  to  the victims of the gas  tragedy, identity
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        cards  would be supplied to them.  With regard to  those
        gas victims who are entitled to receive free medical aid



        throughout the life,permanent cards will be issued,while
        in   other   cases  where   claims  are  under  process,
        provisional  cards will be issued pending final  outcome
        of their eligibility.  Modalities in this regard will be
        worked   out  by    the   State  Government.    Adequate
        publicity  will be given to enable the persons  entitled
        to  receive  the identity cards to obtain the same  from
        person /persons  duly  authorised in this  behalf.   The
        exercise   in  this  direction   for  issuance   of  the
        appropriate  identity cards will commence, according  to
        Mr.   V.R.   Reddy  on instructions  received  by  them,
        within three months and hopefully will be  completed  as
        expeditiously  as possible.  We, however, make it  clear
        that  lack  of  identity cards would be  no  ground  for
        depriving the gas victims of medical aid if the  persons
        are  otherwise  so  entitled,  pending  issuance  of the
        identity cards.
               It  is  stated by Mr.  Reddy that  more  hospital
        equipment  is expected by November of this year and Rs.8
        crores  worth more will be received by January/February,
        2002.   With all these equipments in place the  hospital
        shall become fully operational in all respects.

               A fresh status report should be filed within four
        months from today.
               List the matter after four months.
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       (Usha Bhardwaj)                         (S.L. Goyal)
       P.S. to Registrar                       Court Master


