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ASHOK KUMAR PRADHAN & ANR. PETITIONER(S)
VERSUS
THE STATE OF CHHATTISGARH RESPONDENT (S)

FOR ADMISSION

IA No. 9067/2026 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING O.T.

Date : 23-03-2026 This matter was called for hearing today.
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ORDER

Heard learned counsel for the parties.
2. In the main petition itself, one of the major
arguments raised by learned counsel for the petitioners
was that 08 witnesses out of the 12 already examined,
have not named the petitioners in the incident.
3. Counter affidavit has been filed on behalf of the
State of Chhattisgarh. On a query from learned counsel
for the State of Chhattisgarh as to what was the stand
taken by the remaining four witnesses, she prays for
time.
4. We fail to understand, as to how, counter affidavit
is filed in such a casual manner when the basic
contention of the petitioners was already there in the
main petition, with regard to 08 out of the 12 examined
witnesses not supporting the prosecution story as far as
the petitioners are concerned, and still neither
instructions are sent to the learned counsel for the
State of Chhattisgarh by the authorities, nor are there
any pleadings with regard to the remaining four
witnhesses.
5. We find this a gross case of negligence on the part

of the State of Chhattisgarh in not fully coming with the
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entire facts before the Court. Accordingly, a cost of
Rs.25,000/- (Twenty Five Thousand) is imposed on the
State of Chhattisgarh for this conduct. The same shall
be deposited with the Advocates’ Welfare Fund of the
Supreme Court Bar Association within one week from today.
6. List on 09.04.2026. By then further detailed
affidavit shall be filed, bringing on record the

testimonies of the remaining prosecution witnesses.
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