I'N THE SUPREME COURT OF | NDI A
Cl VI L APPELLATE JURI SDI CTI ON

ClVIL APPEAL NO. 4951 COF 2001

SOUTH EASTERN COALFI ELDS LTD.
..... APPELLANT( S)

VERSUS

NATTHU LAL ... . RESPONDENT( S)

ORDER

In spite of due service on the respondent, no one has entered appearance on
hi s behal f.

This appeal is directed against an order dt.16.10.2000 passed by the High
Court of Madhya Pradesh, Jabal pur in M A No. 2049 of 2000 by which the
application for condonation of delay of 35 days in filing the appeal was rejected.

Havi ng heard the | earned counsel for the appellant and after going through
the application for condonation of delay as also the naterials on record, we are of
the view that the Division Bench of the High Court was not justified in rejecting the
application for condonation of delay of 35 days in filing the appeal as we are of the
view that the statenents made in the application do constitute sufficient cause for

condonation of delay in filing the appeal. Accordingly, we set aside the inpugned

order and allow the application for condonati on of del ay in filing
e
appeal . We, however, request the High Court to deci de the appeal on

nmerits and in accordance with
2

law at an early date and preferably within a period of three nonths fromthe date
of comuni cation of this O der. The appeal is allowed to the extent indicated
above.

There shall be no order as to costs.

th



( H S.BED )

NEW DELHI ;
FEBRUARY 12, 2008.
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| TEM NO. 116 COURT NO. 9 SECTI ON XV
SUPREME COURT OF | NDI A
RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS
ClVIL APPEAL NQ(s). 4951 OF 2001

SOUTH EASTERN COALFI ELDS LTD. Appel I 'ant (s)

VERSUS
NATTHU LAL Respondent ( s)

(Wth prayer for interimrelief and office report )

Date: 12/02/2008 This Appeal was called on for hearing today.

CORAM :
HON BLE MR JUSTI CE TARUN CHATTERIJEE
HON BLE MR JUSTICE H. S. BED

For Appellant(s)
M. Ait Kumar Sinha, Adv.

For Respondent (s)

UPON hearing counsel the Court nade the foll ow ng
ORDER

The appeal is allowed to the extent indicated in the signed order.

There shall be no order as to costs.
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( Satish K. Yadav ) ( Phoolan Wati Arora )
Court Master Court Master
( Signed Order is placed on the file )



