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SANDEEP MOUDGIL, J (ORAL)

Vide this common order, this Court intends to dispose of all the
above-said petitions, as a common question of law is involved therein. For
brevity, the facts are being taken from CWP-7437-2025.

Pravyer

The petitioner(s) have invoked jurisdiction of this Court under
Article 226/227 of the Constitution of India praying for quashing of impugned
relieving orders dated 07.01.2025, 16.01.2025, 27.01.2025 (Annexures P-26
to P-28) issued by respondent No.4 vide which the petitioners have been
relieved from services as Group ‘D’ employees. Further a prayer for issuance

of direction to the respondents to grant benefit of policy instructions dated



2025 PHHC: 179289

CWP-7437-2025 and
connected cases -29-
07.08.2024, 15.01.2025 (Annexures P-33 to P-34 respectively) to the

petitioners by adjusting them in the same department.

Brief facts

The petitioners are contractual Group ‘D’ (Multi Skill Worker)
employees engaged through outsourcing and later brought under the Haryana
Kaushal Rozgar Nigam Limited (HKRNL) pursuant to the Deployment
Policy, 2022. They have been continuously working since 2018-2019,
possess requisite qualifications under the Haryana Group D Employees
(Recruitment and Conditions of Service) Act, 2018, and were duly issued
deployment letters and experience certificates certifying continuity of service.

Despite amendments to the Deployment Policy retaining clauses
mandating adjustment of contractual employees against available vacancies,
and despite subsequent policy instructions dated 7.8.2024 and 15.1.2025
expressly prohibiting relieving of Group ‘D’ employees where vacancies
exist, the petitioners were relieved by the Irrigation Department by applying
the principle of “First In First Out”. This action was taken even though
similarly situated junior contractual employees were retained, and despite the
advent of the Haryana Contractual Employees (Security of Service) Act,
2024, which provides protection to contractual employees completing five
years of service. The present writ petition is thus filed seeking adjustment
of the petitioners against available vacant Group ‘D’ posts and protection of
their livelihood in accordance with the governing policies and statutory

framework.
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Contentions

On behalf of the petitioner(s)

It is the case of the petitioner(s) that their relieving orders issued
by the respondent/State are arbitrary and discriminatory, as they were issued
notwithstanding the admitted availability of vacant Group ‘D’ posts in the
Irrigation and other respective Departments, and further vacancies arising due
to promotions of existing Group ‘D’ employees. The respondents’ own
correspondence dated 03.02.2025 (Annexure P-37) and 13.02.2025 (Annexure
P-38) acknowledges these vacancies and past policy directions require

retention and adjustment of contractual employees against such posts.

Learned counsel for the petitioner has further submitted that
although the services of the petitioners have been brought to an end, the
functional requirement for the posts held by them subsists. Notably, even
subsequent to such termination, the State has not initiated any process for
filling up the concerned Group ‘D’ posts by way of regular recruitment. The
counsel has argued that this circumstance gives rise to a legitimate doubt that
the existing petitioners may be replaced by another set of contractual

employees, a course of action which would be impermissible in law.

Furthermore, it is argued that the impugned terminations have
been effected under circumstances to prevent the petitioners from completing
the requisite period of five years’ service, thereby disentitling them from the

statutory protection contemplated under the Haryana Contractual Employees
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(Security of Service) Act, 2024 causing serious prejudice and injustice to the

petitioners.

Notice of motion was issued with interim direction to the effect
of taking back into service and in some writ petitions to release the pending

wages of the petitioners.

The learned Advocate General, Haryana, having appeared before
this Court today to render assistance in the matter, has, undertaken assuring
that the impugned relieving orders by which the services of the petitioners
were dispensed with shall be withdrawn and they will be allowed to continue
till a fresh decision is taken. It has further been stated that the State shall
undertake a fresh consideration of the matter by examining the case of each
petitioner independently and shall pass appropriate orders in accordance with

law.

With regard to another issue concerning entitlement of the
petitioners to minimum wages in writ petitions wherever such relief has been
sought, it has been stated that this issue shall also be revisited and decided

afresh strictly in consonance with law and statutory provisions.
Conclusion

The respective counsel for the petitioner(s) are also ad idem to
the stand taken by learned Advocate General and have shown satisfaction,

therefore, they do not wish to press the instant petition(s) any further.
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In the light of the assurance tendered by the learned Advocate
General, Haryana, and the concurrence of learned counsel for the petitioners,
this Court is persuaded that the present writ petition no longer requires
adjudication on merits. The impugned relieving orders are hereby set aside,
and till a fresh decision is taken, the services of the petitioners shall not be
dispensed with, and wherever the petitioners have not been permitted to rejoin
duties, they shall be taken back forthwith so that their humble means of
livelihood are not imperiled and the sustenance of their families is preserved.

In case the petitioners have not submitted any representation so
far to the State Government or the concerned Head of the Department, the
present writ petitions shall be treated as representations, and the cases shall be
decided afresh after taking into account the pleas raised therein, in accordance
with law.

The respondents shall, with due regard to the dignity of the
petitioners and the governing statutory framework, reconsider each case
individually, including the question of entitlement to minimum wages, and
pass reasoned orders strictly in accordance with law, in both its letter and
spirit, within a period of four weeks from the date of receipt of a copy of this
order.

Until such fresh orders are passed, the continuity of service of
the petitioners shall remain undisturbed. Further wherever the petitioners have
not been paid their salaries, the same shall be released along with arrears for

the period they have worked.
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In view of above, all the aforesaid petitions stand disposed of.

Pending miscellaneous applications, if any, also stand disposed

of.
A copy of this order be placed on the files of other connected
case(s).
(SANDEEP MOUDGIL)
JUDGE
24.12.2025
NainaRajput

Whether speaking/reasoned :Yes/No
Whether reportable :Yes/No



