Serial No. 01
Regular List

HIGH COURT OF MEGHALAYA
AT SHILLONG

PIL No. 2 0of 2022
Date of Order: 10.02.2025

Inre Suo Motu Illegal Mining of Vs. State of Meghalaya & Ors.
Coal in the State of Meghalaya

Coram:

Hon’ble Mr. Justice H. S. Thangkhiew, Judge
Hon’ble Mr. Justice W. Diengdoh, Judge

Appearance:
For the Petitioner(s)

For the Respondent(s) : Mr. A. Kumar, AG with
Mr. K. Khan, AAG
Ms. R. Colney, GA (For R 1)
Mrs. B. Dutta, Sr. Adv. with
Mr. A.M. Dutta, Adv. (For R 2)

Per. H.S. Thangkhiew, Judge:
A status report dated 07.02.2025 has been furnished by the State

respondents today, indicating the steps that have been taken pursuant to the
26" interim report and in compliance to the order of this Court dated
16.12.2024.

It is submitted by the learned AG by placing reliance on the status
report with regard to the survey by satellite imagery, closure of abandoned
mines, verification of the allegations of illegal coal mining, setting up of

smart check gates and the status of auction, that action is being taken.
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However, though a point-wise report has been provided, it is noted
that there has not been any substantial progress under these heads. The
report is taken on board, and made part of the record.

A 27" interim report has also been submitted by Hon’ble Mr. Justice
(Retd.) B.P. Katakey Committee on 07.02.2025. A perusal of the same, it
appears that the issues now have to be tackled on a war footing, especially
with regard to the re-auction of re-inventoried coal, apart from other urgent
steps. As the 27™ interim report is exhaustive with very important inputs,
this Court deems it fit to call for a detailed reply on the same, within 2(two)
weeks.

A copy of the report be made over to the learned Advocate General.

List this matter on 06.03.2025, for further orders.

(W. Diengdoh) (H.S. Thangkhiew)
JUDGE JUDGE

Meghalaya

10.02.2025
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