CCC NO. 100211/2025

IN THE HIGH COURT OF KARNATAKA AT DHARWAD

[MUNIRAHMED ABDULRASHID BAGALKOTI VS. PRAKASH
GAYAKAWAD, THE TAHSILDAR AND ANOTHER]

30.10.2025
(VIDEO CONFERENCING / PHYSICAL HEARING)

CORAM: HON'BLE MR JUSTICE S G PANDIT
and
HON'BLE MRS JUSTICE GEETHA K.B.

ORAL ORDER
(PER: HON'BLE MR JUSTICE S G PANDIT)

1. This Court by order dated 08.08.2024 in Writ Petition
No0.114086/2019 passed the following order:

“(i) Writ petition is allowed-in-part;

(ii)) The impugned communication dated 26.08.2019
issued by respondent No.1 as per Annexure-F is
hereby quashed;

(iii) Respondent No.3 is directed to carry out the
survey based on the petitioner's application
dated 06.10.2007, under Reference
No.Misc/SK/7/07-08, which was forwarded to
respondent No.3's office on 12.11.2007, vide
Reference No.LND/CWD/631/07-08.

(iv) This exercise shall be accomplished within a
period of eight weeks from the date of receipt of
a copy of this order;”

2. Respondent No.3 i.e., accused No.l-Tahasildar was

directed to carry out the survey based on the
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petitioner's application dated 06.10.2007. It was
specifically directed to comply the direction within 8
weeks from the date of receipt of copy of the said
order. As the direction was not complied, the present

contempt petition is filed on 27.06.2025.

Accused No.l1 has put in appearance on 09.09.2025
and on the said date, learned Additional Government
Advocate submitted on instruction that within 15 days
from that date they would carry out the survey and

comply with the direction of the learned Single Judge.

On 22.09.2025, learned Additional Government
Advocate filed memo along with document i.e., letter
from Tahasildar to the Deputy Commissioner. The

relevant paragraph of the said letter reads as follows:
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In the above letter, the Tahasildar has stated that
original file relating to grant is not available, but land
grant order is available. Further, it states that records
with regard to deforest of the land is available, hence,

submitted for further action.

When the matter was listed on 13.10.2025, learned
Additional Government Advocate prayed for further 30
days time to get the approval of the Deputy
Commissioner. Rejecting the said request, the
Tahasildar was directed to be present before the

Court in the contempt for further proceedings.

On 28.10.2025, Tahasildar filed two affidavits, one in
the morning and one in the afternoon, stating that the
survey is to be carried out by the ADLR and DDLR,
Belagavi. As the survey is to be carried out by the
ADLR and DDLR, it is not possible for him to comply
further. The affidavit was taken on record and matter

was adjourned to today.
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Today, affidavit of Smt.Supriya Mumbai, Assistant
Director of Land Records, Khanapur, Belagavi District
dated 30.10.2025 has been filed, wherein she has
sought one month time to carry out the survey as
directed by the Court. On the other hand, accused
No.1-Tahasildar has filed affidavit stating that after
survey, two months time is needed since approval
from the Forest Department is necessary. The extent
of land of the complainant is 2 acres 20 guntas. It is
not the case of the accused or respondent that it is a
forest land. The contention of the accused No.1 that it
involves 174 acres of forest land is not relatable to
the complainant’s land which is to an extent of 2

acres 20 guntas in Sy.No.108.

The affidavit of the Tahasildar is not bona fide.
Accused No.1 is working as Tahasildar of Khanapur
since 27.02.2025. Accused No.1 has not taken any
action from the date of assumption in February, 2025.

Seeking time of two months after survey would be



10.

11.
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contrary to the direction of this Court which, by its
order dated 08.08.2024, had granted eight weeks’
time. The series of affidavits filed by Tahsildar,
indicates that the Tahsildar has no intention to comply
the order passed by this Court. Therefore, pending
further proceedings in the present contempt, we
direct the Secretary, Revenue Department, to transfer
forthwith the present Tahasildar of Khanapur i.e., Sri.
Dundappa from out of Khanapur Taluk and post some
other Tahasildar, who can implement the direction of
this Court issued in W.P. N0.114086/2019, vide order

dated 08.08.2024.

As time is sought by the Assistant Director of Land
Records, four weeks' time from today is granted to
survey the land. Thereafter, the Tahasildar Khanapur

is granted ten days' time to further comply the order.

Re-list this matter on 10" December 2025. Sri.
Dundappa, Tahasildar shall be present on the said

date to hear before charge.
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12. Learned Additional Government Advocate shall report
compliance of order directing transfer of present

accused No.1l-Tahasildar, Khanapur, within one week.

A copy of this order shall be made available to the

learned Additional Government Advocate.

(S G PANDIT)
JUDGE

(GEETHA K.B.)
JUDGE
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