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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KARNATAKA AT BENGALURU
DATED THIS THE 27™ DAY OF MARCH, 2026

BEFORE
THE HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE M.NAGAPRASANNA

WRIT PETITION NO. 14656 OF 2023 (GM-RES)
BETWEEN:

VANSH JAIN

AGED ABOUT 27 YEARS

S/0 PAVAN KUMAR

HAVING HIS OFFICE AT

ONTRACK TECHNOLOGIES

NO.91, SPRINGBOARD, KORAMANGALA
BENGALURU - 560 034.

..PETITIONER
(BY SMT. SNEHA NAGARAJ, ADVOCATE)
AND:
1. STATE OF KARNATAKA
Digitagl REPRESENTED BY
gﬁ%&ﬁ%m” HSR LAYOUT TRAFFIC POLICE STATION
KARISHETTY HSR LAYOUT, BENGALURU - 560 102.
Locatién: High
Court of
Karnataka 2 MR. AKASH
S/O ASHWATH KUMAR
AGED ABOUT 31 YEARS
R/AT NO.20, JAI SANTHOSHI MATHA KRUPA
AMBALIPURA, SARJAPUR MAIN ROAD
BENGALURU - 560 035.
...RESPONDENTS

(BY SRI B.N.JAGADEESHA, ADDL. SPP FOR R1;
R2 IS SERVED)
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THIS WP IS FILED UNDER ARTICLES 226 AND 227 OF
THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA READ WITH SECTION 482 OF
CR.P.C., PRAYING TO CALL FOR THE RECORDS IN S.C.NO.
383/2020 ON THE FILE OF THE LD. LXII ADDL. DIST AND
SESSIONS JUDGE, AT BANGALORE (CCH-63). QUASH THE
IMPUGNED ORDER DTD 09/07/2019 PASSED BY THE LD. VI
METROPOLITAN MAGISTRATE TRAFFIC COURT, BANGALORE IN
C.C. 5016/2019 (ANNEXURE-B) AND CONSEQUENTLY, THE
CHARGE-SHEET IN CRIME NO. 87/2018 (ANNEXURE-A) AS
AGAINST THE PETITIONER HEREIN AND ALL PROCEEDINGS
AGAINST THE PETITIONER IN SC NO. 383/2020 PENDING ON
THE FILE OF LXII ADDL. DIST AND SESSIONS JUDGE, AT
BANGALORE (CCH-63).

THIS PETITION, COMING ON FOR PRELIMINARY
HEARING, THIS DAY, ORDER WAS MADE THEREIN AS UNDER:

CORAM: HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE M.NAGAPRASANNA

ORAL ORDER

Petitioner - accused No.2 is before this Court calling in
question an order dated 09.07.2019, passed by the VI
Metropolitan  Magistrate  Traffic Court, Bengaluru, in
C.C.N0.5016/2019 and the proceedings in S.C.No.383/2020,
pending before the LXII Additional District and Sessions Judge,
Bengaluru, registered for the offences punishable under
Sections 3(1), 181, 5(1), 180 and 185 of the Indian Motor

Vehicles Act, 1988 and Section 304 and 338 of the IPC.
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2. Heard Smt. Sneha Nagaraj, learned counsel for
petitioner and Sri B.N.Jagadeesha, learned Additional State
Public Prosecutor for respondent No.l1. Respondent No.2 is

served and unrepresented.

3. Facts in brief, germane, are as follows:

On 30.09.2018, respondent No.2 - informant registers a
complaint against one Robert John in respect of a motor vehicle
accident, involving Robert John - the rider, Sujith - pillion rider
and Rahul, another pillion rider. The police register a crime in
Crime No0.87/2018, for the offences punishable under Sections
279 and 338 of the IPC and Sections 185 of the Indian Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988. The fulcrum of the complaint is that,
accused No.1 was riding the scooter bearing registration
No.KA51 AB 4256 under the influence of alcohol and thereby
resulting in the accident, which leads to death of Sujith and
causing severe injuries to Rahul. The petitioner's role is, he is
the owner of self-drive bike rental company from which the
scooter was hired and accused No.3 is the person who hired the
scooter from Ontrack Technologies Private Limited. In the light

of the said accident, emerges the subject crime. Police conduct
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investigation and file their charge sheet against the accused.
Accused No.2 is now before the Court seeking quashment of

the proceedings.

4. Smt. Sneha Nagaraj, learned counsel for the petitioner
would vehemently contend that accused No.2 is the director of
the Ontrack Technologies Private Limited, which is into the
business of owning motor vehicles and renting the same to the
customers. Two people hire the vehicle, drive the vehicle after
consuming alcohol and they meet with an accident, one pillion
rider would die and another pillion rider suffers severe injuries.
There is no overt act or role of the petitioner in the accident
i.e., either rash or negligent, for it to become an ingredient of
the offences under the IPC or Motor Vehicles Act. She would
contend that merely owning vehicle and renting it to the
persons on rent would not mean that the owner should face the

wrath of criminal trial.

5. Learned Additional State Public Prosecutor would refute
the submissions contending that the police after investigation

have filed charge sheet. The trial would reveal the role played
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by each of the accused. The bike involved in the accident is
owned by the petitioner, it may be taken under lease or owned
by different firms, crime should not be obliterated and the

petitioner should not be made scot-free.

6. Respondent No.2, complainant is served and remains

unrepresented for the last three years.

7. The afore-narrated facts are not in dispute. The role of
the petitioner admittedly is one of the directors of Ontrack
Technologies Private Limited, who owns the vehicles and rent
or lease the vehicles to the customers. The facts need not be
reiterated. Since the entire issue sprang from the complaint, I
deem it appropriate to notice the complaint. The gist of the

complaint as is found in column No.10 of the FIR is as follows:

“10. BB IS SCD0D ISTTRW

85 3edT T0ZT Te0e0BBeF0BT BJ003: 30.09.2018 Towd 397 04.30 noed
JTDALBY  A0er Foedd DI  DoldTe I3 rYaboed
OREFFOBT Feedy0f Fper’ AoB TaTFRBERe D 33 S8 A, riv’odbort
B O 80° JeBer o8, FTeeST Wmetd 0FeF Bdpe WoZ* WP Jabho BT
VBFS FreBER0D Bwed BIDH DY) HTD SBTIWDE SO ADHDY
2¥ert 2, 00t 3T edrt HTD WSS B ¥, BeeN Fpeduen &[T
R eHB00T TowEs’s IR’ 24 Jar, WU 24 [ar TodeS 27 I\ TSD TI
hedd SoNd) FvdOabe ToBFRNBTRY, Je3o8 eeBmert Do won’ TSD
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Teoms Balee xR, Jowd® KA-51-AB-4256 30 e hd) Tomef
IR &owd JeTSTYN 8pdIBROD e, weedr Srdbod wNd 3 &
denl Torte esridesddhod ©EIRE WuR IredBeod wodh Bajepe wOFN®
B30 M AohodBereNd Teds A, 8N dTad Dedd dognt Swed BID

ey, Q) 88 MabnRvedhd 20w PITD woprmbmss sprSe 108
gondn® R 3 IPR mciRDneR) wWigmn Fow® PR, ©IR

IRwERoR  @Beeh Do Sr8R) Swedh BID DFHR S8R wedbord
ToxR wHSW) JBO Meahnwh Teoer warf, 833,00 w¥ BreNdron 333
BB B BBTET, Fo0RDT ToVEFE W' 24 JRE SBT IDG g,
BoRR) Bed BhEa,N Boty B B¥TYD.”"

(Emphasis added)

The police conduct investigation and file the charge sheet.
The summary of the charge sheet as obtaining in Column No.17

reads as follows:

7. 8ed RBoda ©90903

B @80T Teewatnemed B0l T90003Ee308T DF003:30/09/2018 Towd
39} ed: 04-30 Roedodh TSDTY o1 esdeedadn ONTRACK 30z
Re03 el @epeows Balee [,e30° J0T* KA-51-AB-4256 T Se0xeNd),
B3, MBab owdabd Teg-2 e.0e@er 27 SRE TSTRY BN derte
Bp3aY BB DA 23 IR TS0, Bp0IZRD Bwede BID DBEHN
S8 21 8UeeISD 3T MeBALRY o SereeN FHorte SIISSDI @3,
FooED TS OedabhY) TeF.OTF.B30F, V03T FpOe® Do ITJET
TeODHT BpTIBrw SJD, def, deers ¥R SNC3 3@ Jmed
SeBBeoD oD TeF.OFF.80°. JeBer ol ITeeST wmeedradotr /
0.00.8.0. BJFpe wogYF BT 3 AoboFey BYDHER0D /T 8NFdd
e 2D MBodh Jhed Sab el Doen o1 8teedBI BT Horte
w3, Teg-2 SO It FErt F;zeenniont, B DR TIO In,
Svag, DD 3D BT, e FOPBT T, DR T3 MeabnveNd,
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VBFBE I VWD J¥B, 20T Tg-1 TSD 3Z N 2word WO,
Bweud Swd BITR, FotF ¥, BJ I Toey Sl So3T Mecirewd
DB TS, BF205:03/10/2018 Sowdh &3 333 N IEpedaiye s8I 3t
D031, 2333 ob F0TY,

rHeaTende BFe03: 06/10/2018 Bowd &39rt, 08-30 Hoedrt escde &3 30
DB DY TN WY BB TS S, B B3)BeBD ehcdee AeBDHIIT.

8 OTF3BZ, o1 8UReDBD DTN S8 HoBS Jed SreBER0M WO
OBFBIING e S0 TNDIZ 1 BTREDBD Torte Tog-2, DI F)3
DB OSD DT BB wrf, Joer o, BIFoh S;TD SO
eBD33.

o1 8tReIBD DB o8 ToBERAB TIAY ToBIBY, VS S1BTT
VBFBTHBBowD SPDZFAR IB, DT @S el JeBS WS Wl w3
DRBF OI0 Tt DR Teg-2 OIO 3exd) J,TeIT  SBMechderien
B906NDTIN.

2-2 esdpedodn JBO Se8RB Somdab SBTIBBTNR, ©-3 Bdedadny 2-2
sdpedod B0BIMV0E JBO [eBITTY WM IFOF), ST BoBIrt
SHoBDHARDS FDabTY, -2 wdeedod e ednt 2-1 sdeednt Tod3
eVB0leeNTLD Jedn) BFBT IDODBY 2-1 B8TREDBN W VBFS?
33, 2PDY 20T B FoVTY VT WOVDST.

-2 D) 2-3 8RN -1 8dReAINOT TBS WouR BZIDS WA, 3
BBIZRVTE ToTIB, evBeleeNTW B Jdorg AedDPD Sdssdvod
3333 H3ST.

88003 -1, -2 DI -3 s8deednY J)d)cSQ 8 Hew,0d Bwony eJab
Srord, Dy;ireead3d, deemodneat Beloha FOTTNDBE.”

(Emphasis added)

The role of the petitioner is that, he is one of the owner of
the vehicle or the director of the firm as the case would be.
The firm is engaged in a scheme called Rent a Motor Scooter

Scheme. It is in that scheme, two persons hire the motor



NC: 2026:KHC:17569
WP No. 14656 of 2023

scooter on rental basis and drive after consuming alcohol,
which results in one pillion rider succumbing on the spot and

another pillion rider suffering severe injuries.

8. If the gist of the complaint and the summary of the
charge sheet is considered, except indicating that the petitioner
is the owner of the vehicle, there is nothing attributable to the
petitioner for him to suffer rigmarole of trial. If the motor
scooter is taken on rent by any customer and has driven the
vehicle after consuming alcohol, which led to the accident, the
petitioner cannot be blamed. Except the fact that the petitioner
is the owner of the vehicle, there is no other allegation
attributable to the petitioner that would become the ingredients
of the offences. Permitting further proceedings to continue
against the petitioner would become an abuse of the process of

the law and result in miscarriage of justice.

9. For the aforesaid reasons, the following:
ORDER
a. The writ petition is allowed.
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b. The impugned order dated 09.07.2019, passed by the
VI Metropolitan magistrate Traffic Court, Bengaluru in
C.C.N0.5016/2019 and consequent proceedings in
S.C.N0.383/2020, pending before the LXII Additional
District and Sessions Judge, Bengaluru, stand

quashed.

Sd/-
(M.NAGAPRASANNA)
JUDGE

NVJ]

List No.: 2 Sl No.: 26
CT:SS
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