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 IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI  

            W.P.(PIL) No. 3764 of 2022    

Jharkhand State Bar Council, through its Secretary, Rajesh Pandey, S/o 

Late Subodh Kumar Pandey, R/o Dhurwa, P.O. & P.S.-Dhurwa, District-

Ranchi        …..  Petitioner           

          Versus 

1. State of Jharkhand 

2. Chief Secretary, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi 

3. Secretary, Law, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi 

        …..  Respondents       

            ----- 

         CORAM  

   HON’BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE   

  HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE RAJESH SHANKAR 

            ----- 

For the Petitioner:      Mr. V.P. Singh, Sr. Advocate (Amicus) 

    Ms. Rashmi Kumar, Advocate 

For the Respondents:  Mr. Yogesh Modi, A.C. to A.A.G.-IA 

            -----  

  

24/03.12.2025 

1. The tabulated statements of the Court-fee collected during last 10 years 

have been annexed with the counter affidavit dated 13.08.2025 filed by 

the Under Secretary, Law Department, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi, 

which read as under: 

Expenditure on Judiciary 

Sl. No Year Establishment   

  Civil Court High Court Total 

1 2012-13 1,537,413,998 

 

361,836,359 1,899,250,357 

2 2013-14 1,651,698,061 430,320,411 2,082,018,472 

3 2014-15 1,936,535,760 488,695,394 2,425,231,154 

4 2015-16 2,216,116,117 462,901,160 2,679,062,277 

5 2016-17 2,310,138,310 582,376,849 2,892,515,159 

6 2017-18 2,743,494,713 815,717,771 3,559,212,484 

7 2018-19 3,247,944,505 897,244,033 4,145,188,538 
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8 2019-20 3,332,518,000 975,378,000 4,307,886,000 

9 2020-21 31,874,29,000 1,009,084,000 4,196,513,000 

10 2021-22 3,575,302,345 1,083,359,083 4,658,661,428 

 

Revenue from Court Fees 

FY Amount 

2010-11 97,45,56,000 

2011-12 22,80,96,000 

2012-13 40,54,32,000 

2013-14 35,74,35,000 

2014-15 38,72,13,000 

2015-16 50,71,23,000 

2016-17 63,64,07,000 

2017-18 30,07,43,000 

2018-19 19,55,75,000 

2019-2020 16,66,06,000 

2020-21 10,10,79,000 

 

2. Having perused the aforesaid tabulated statements, this Court on 

09.09.2025, had passed the following order: 

 “Learned counsel for the petitioner prays for and is 

granted two weeks’ time to file a supplementary affidavit with 

regard to the revenue generated from the Court Fees for the 

financial years 2010-2011 to 2020-2021, more particularly as to 

why there is a declining trend of revenue generated in the 

tabulated statement available at page 16 of the counter affidavit 

dated 13.08.2025 filed on behalf of respondent No. 3, more 

particularly when the litigation over the years has only increased 

manifold and as a matter of fact, forms the basis and 

justification for enhancement of the Court Fees.  

 List on 23.09.2025.” 
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3. Thereafter, learned Advocate General, on instruction, reiterated that even 

after verification, the data as reflected in the counter affidavit dated 

13.08.2025, continues to be the same and he too was of the view that 

there could be instances where fake Court-fees might be in circulation as 

would be evident and the same was recorded in the order passed on 

15.10.2025, which reads as under: 

“1.   On 09.09.2025, this Court passed the following orders:-  

 “Learned counsel for the petitioner 

prays for and is granted two weeks’ time to 

file a supplementary affidavit with regard to 

the revenue generated from the Court Fees 

for the financial years 2010-2011 to 2020-

2021, more particularly as to why there is a 

declining trend of revenue generated in the 

tabulated statement available at page 16 of 

the counter affidavit dated 13.08.2025 filed 

on behalf of respondent No. 3, more 

particularly when the litigation over the 

years has only increased manifold and as a 

matter of fact, forms the basis and 

justification for enhancement of the Court 

Fees.  

 List on 23.09.2025.”  

2.  The learned Advocate General states that after 

verification the stand as reflected in the counter affidavit dated 

13.08.2025 filed by the State continues to be the same, but yet 

he is of the confirmed view that probably the data as provided 

for is not the correct data and there could be chances that there 

are certain fake Court-fees which could be circulated and in 

order to find out that, it would be expedient and in the interest 

of justice that the data from the Courts with regard to the Court-

fees is called for.  

3.  We find merit in this contention and accordingly direct 

the Registrar (Judicial) of this High Court to collect the relevant 

data from all the Courts in the State of Jharkhand including this 

High Court with regard to the Court-fees that have been affixed 

from the year 2012-13 upto 2021-22.  

4.  List on 12th of November 2025.” 

4. Later on, the Registrar (Judicial) of this Court in compliance of the order 

dated 15.10.2025 (supra), filed a detailed report dated 03.11.2025 as 
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total value of the Court-fees affixed in all the judgeships of the State of 

Jharkhand (Judgeship-wise & year-wise) has been stated to be as 

under:

 

5. Since there is a serious mismatch in the data provided by the State as well 

as by the Registrar (Judicial) of this Court, we deem it appropriate to refer 

this issue to the Principal Accountant General, Jharkhand, Ranchi, who 

shall look into the discrepancies and submit a report to this Court within a 

period of six weeks from today.  

6. List this case on 04.02.2026. 

7. The Registrar General of this Court is directed to communicate this order 

to the Principal Accountant General, Jharkhand, Ranchi.   

        

        (TARLOK SINGH CHAUHAN, C.J.) 

 

              (RAJESH SHANKAR, J)  

3rd December, 2025 
Satish/Vikas/ 

 


