IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI
W.P.(PIL) No.809 of 2022

Pankaj Kumar Yadav ... ... Petitioner
Versus

The State of Jharkhand and Ors. ... ... Respondents
CORAM: HON’BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE

HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE SUJIT NARAYAN PRASAD
For the Petitioner : Mr. Rajeev Kumar, Advocate
For the Resp.-State : Mr. Piyush Chitresh, AC to AG
For the Resp. No.7 : Mr. Kumar Vaibhav, Advocate
For the Resp.-ED : Mr. Amit Kumar Das, Advocate

Mr. Shivam Utkarsh Sahay, Advocate

For the Intervener : Mr. Deepak Kumar Singh, Advocate

Order No. 08 /Dated 09" January, 2026

1. By our order of 27.11.2025, we had directed the
respondents to file counter affidavits to the main petition
and also responses to the petitioner’s supplementary
affidavits by the next date of hearing.

2. Till date, the counter affidavits and responses have
not been filed. Learned counsel for the respondent seeks
extension by two weeks and assures this Court that within
this extended period, the counter affidavits and responses
would be positively filed.

3. Accordingly, we extend the time for filing of
affidavits up to 29t of January, 2026.

4. The 7t respondent has filed an [.A. seeking
exemption from filing any affidavit in this matter at this
stage. Learned counsel points out that the 7t respondent

who is the Commissioner of Income Tax and, at least at the



present stage, there is no point in insisting upon any reply
from this respondent.

S. Learned counsel for the petitioner agrees with the
above submission and accordingly, for the present, the 7th
respondent is exempted from filing the counter affidavit or
response to the supplementary affidavits.

6. The 7t respondent’s [.LA. No. 16569 of 2025 is
accordingly disposed of.

7. If the petitioner wishes to file any rejoinder after the
receipt of counter affidavits/responses, the petitioner may
do so within two weeks of the receipt.

8. List this matter on 16t February, 2026.

(M.S. Sonak, C.J.)

(Sujit Narayan Prasad, J.)

09th January, 2026

Birendra/Saurabh/-



