W.P(MD) Nos.21993 & 22016 of 2025

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT
DATED: 08.08.2025
CORAM
THE HON'BLE MR.JUSTICE C.SARAVANAN
W.P.(MD)No0s.21993 & 22016 of 2025

and
W.M.P(MD)Nos.17087 & 17119 of 2025

W.P.(MD)No0s.21993 of 2025

A.K.Murugan ...Petitioner

Vs.

1.The Joint Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowment Board,
Madurai.

2.The Deputy Commissioner/Executive Officer,
Arulmighu Kallalagar Thirukkovil,
Alagar Kovil, Madurai District.

3. T.V.Karuppanan @ Rajendran ...Respondents

PRAYER: Writ Petition is filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India,
to issue a Writ of Certiorarified Mandamus call for the records in 1.A.No.29
of 2025, in O.A.No.16 of 2019, dated 01.08.2025, passed by the 1* Respondent
and to quash the same as illegal, utravires, and unsustainable and to allow the
petition in [.LA.No0.29 of 2025 in O.A.No.16 of 2019, on the file of

1** Respondent namely to not to give Special Honour to 3" Respondent herein.
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W.P(MD) Nos.21993 & 22016 of 2025

For Petitioner : Mr.V.Vijayasethupathy

For Respondents : Mr.S.S.Madhavan
Additional Government Pleader
for R1
Mr.S.Manohar
Standing Counsel for R2
Mr.Mahendran for
Mr.Arun Kumar for R3

* sk sk ok ok

W.P.(MD)Nos.22016 of 2025

T.V.Rajendran ...Petitioner
Vs.

1.The Deputy Commissioner/the Executive Officer,
Arulmigu Kallalagar Thirukovil,
Alagar Kovil, Madurai.

2.A.K.Murugan ...Respondents

PRAYER: Writ Petition is filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India,
to issue a Writ of Certiorarified Mandamus calling for the records of
proceedings of the 1% respondent in Na.Ka.No.1578/2025/A4-1 dated
07.08.2025 and quash the same as illegal and non est in law and consequently
direct the 1% respondent to offer the honor meant for 2™ Karai Ambalakarar of

Therukutheru village to the petitioner.
For Petitioner : Mr.Mahendran
for M/s.Arun Kumaar
For Respondents : Mr.S.Manohar

Standing Counsel for R1
Mr.Vijayasethupathy for R2

EE A
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W.P(MD) Nos.21993 & 22016 of 2025

COMMON ORDER
These Writ Petitions have been filed by two rival parties, who are
opposing each other in O.A.No.16 of 2019 filed by the petitioner in W.P.(MD)

No0.21993 0of 2025 [A.K.Murugan].

2. The petitioner in W.P.(MD) No0.21993 of 2025 [A.K.Murugan] has filed
this Writ Petition in W.P.(MD) No0.21993 of 2025 for issuance of a Writ of
Certiorarified Mandamus to call for the records relating to the order dated
01.08.2025 passed by the first respondent [Joint Commissioner] in I.A.No0.29 of
2025 in O.A.No.16 of 2019 and to quash the same as illegal, ultravires and
unsustainable and consequently to allow the petition in .A.N0.29 of 2025 in
0O.A.No.16 of 2019 filed by the petitioner in W.P.(MD) No0.21993 of 2025
[A.K.Murugan] before the first respondent [Joint Commissioner], thereby
restraining the grant of any special honour to the third respondent in W.P.(MD)
No.21993 of 2025/the petitioner in W.P.(MD) No.22016 of 2025

[T.V.Rajendran].

3. The petitioner in W.P.(MD) No0.22016 of 2025 [T.V.Rajendran] has
challenged the order dated 07.08.2025 passed by the first respondent [Deputy
Commissioner/Executive Officer of Arulmigu Kallagar Thirukovil], which was

purportedly passed after the Joint Commissioner of the Hindu Religious and
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Charitable Endowments passed order dated 01.08.2025 in 1.A.No0.29 of 2025 in

0.A.No.16 of 2019 impugned in W.P.(MD)No0.21993 of 2025.

4. The conferment of the first honour on persons, after drawing the third
rope of the temple chariot during the Aadi festival to be held tomorrow (i.e.,
09.08.2025) at Alagarkovil Temple, is in dispute. Every year during the temple
festival, the temple chariot is drawn around the temple premises and four long
ropes are used for this purpose, with the rights to pull each rope assigned to
certain groups, as follows:

1** Rope : Velliyankundram Zamin

2" Rope : Vellaripatti Village and Narasingampatti
Village known as Melatheru

3" Rope : Therkutheru Villages *

4" Rope : Mangulam and other Villages

* dispute in these Writ Petitions

5. Both the petitioners belong to the same village, namely, Therkutheru
Village and belong to the same Karai, namely, Thalayan Karai. The dispute in
the present case is confined to Thalayan Karai of Therkutheru Village, Melur

Taluk, Madurai District.
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W.P(MD) Nos.21993 & 22016 of 2025

6. The petitioner in W.P.(MD) No0.21993 of 2025 [A.K.Murugan] has
approached the Joint Commissioner in O.A.No.16 of 2019 under Section 63(e)

of the Act for the following relief:

“1) amgleg Sords  Geuewigus  Sbueol  LILLLD
Lo LI 6D &HemULl UTHHSG QULDMIS allembL|end CFuIg)
o el BITiD,

2) ST  eupdHE (Pulb euedy 1-b  Lpgeundleg
SILDLIGVL] UL LD QULPRIGHInl_TH Q] SHEMLW|SHSHT6)

QULDRIGLOTMILD, LOBHILD

3) sTeum eupsSdlet STl BbHLSBSHSHE DBIKH
© HFHJ6| 6UHD euemJ 2 WwBmb 3 UyHeundHser  1-b

Ly SHleun @ SHTeuT SILDLIGVL UL b FLOUBSLILIL L
GLoB O\ evTeRT Gamalevserev SIbLIGOIL L LD ORI
BOL(PMBULGSSULSH:LTH 60l S5SbDH — 2-5FT6)
BN SSID,

4) @b UTHdHG apHEG euammiSeear SlgliienL uied
T dl@ BHSEBD  SHHID Reter LI uflETymisel
AUPmIFS 2 SHHTAIBLTBILD TG BHILSBSHH60  Liewlbal
W=t 3 X AMNICE: 0T

7. The first respondent in the said O.A. is none other than the petitioner
in W.P.(MD) No0.22016 of 2025 [T.V. Rajendran]. The second respondent in the

said O.A. is the Deputy Commissioner/Executive Officer of the temple.

8. Last week, the petitioner in W.P.(MD) No0.21993 of 2025 [A.K.

Murugan] had approached this Court in W.P.(MD) No.19556 of 2025 for a writ

of mandamus to direct the Deputy Commissioner/Executive Officer of the
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W.P(MD) Nos.21993 & 22016 of 2025

temple, who was the third respondent therein, to consider the petitioner’s
representation dated 19.06.2025 sent for conferment of first honour on him
while conducting the Aadi Therottam scheduled on 09.08.2025, taking into
account the pendency of O.A.No.16 of 2019 before the Joint Commissioner, HR
& CE, Madurai, with regard to the conferment of first honour, between both the
petitioners i.e., the petitioner in W.P.(MD) No0.21993 of 2025 [A.K.Murugan]
and the petitioner in W.P.(MD) No0.22016 of 2025 [T.V. Rajendran] and further
not to grant any special honours, including Parivatta Mariyathai, to the
petitioner in W.P.(MD) No0.22016 of 2025 [T.V. Rajendran], who was the fourth

respondent therein.

9. The said W.P.(MD) No0.19556 of 2025 was disposed of by this Court at
the time of admission on 18.07.2025, by granting liberty to the petitioner in
W.P.(MD) No0.21993 of 2025 [A.K. Murugan] to approach the Joint
Commissioner for interim relief and further directing the Joint Commissioner to
pass appropriate orders on an application to be filed by the petitioner in W.P.
(MD) No.21993 of 2025 [A.K. Murugan], considering the fact that the temple

festival is scheduled to be held on 09.08.2025.

10. Operative portion of the aforesaid order dated 18.07.2025 passed by

this Court in W.P.(MD) No0.19556 of 2025 reads as under:
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W.P(MD) Nos.21993 & 22016 of 2025

“Considering the same, the Joint Commissioner, Hindu
Religious and Charitable Endowments Department, Madurari,
is suo motu impleaded as the fifth respondent in this Writ
Petition. There shall be a direction to the fifth
respondent/Joint Commissioner to dispose of the Original
Application in O.A.No.16 of 2019, as expeditiously as
possible. In case the petitioner wants any interim relief, he
may move the Joint Commissioner for the same. If such an
application is filed, the fifth respondent/Joint Commissioner
shall consider the same and pass appropriate orders in
accordance with law. Needless to state. before passing any
order, the petitioner and the fourth respondent shall be

heard.”
11. Pursuant to the order dated 18.07.2025 passed by this Court in W.P.
(MD) No.19556 of 2025, the petitioner in W.P.(MD) No0.21993 of 2025
[A.K.Murugan] has filed .A.N0.29 of 2025 in O.A.No.16 of 2019 before the
Joint Commissioner. The prayer in the said 1.A.No.29 of 2025 in O.A.No.16 of

2019 reads as under:

‘Bz a1 el 196D BHeVI(BEIEN  BTT600TEIB60TT6)
CHEmiL LMy  SUTH6TT  BIHeMLI @JLL'@/ 31D ajﬁw@z@ﬂgj
Camailsd eumely 09.08.202510 G55 Djeviml HewL GlLB 2616
%&@Q@J/TLL Flpeipralesr  GCurgkl 1D aﬂgm@@m@&@
616YI6)]%h  DILDLIGV ua‘?a//_l_ wg‘?wm»gww QULPBIBHInl_[TSH|  6T60T1
Qb  SHBBTVIE 2 MISHIGBLL 06T LfISTID — GUiyTer
QPSS  (Wlowytd  euewy  eupmIBL.  Gevemwtly  HSBHUIGOTLITED
LTS BSBUIIBBBSL.”

12. The prayer of the petitioner in W.P.(MD) No0.21993 of 2025

[A.K.Murugan] in 1.A.No0.29 of 2025 in O.A.No.16 of 2019 was that no right
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W.P(MD) Nos.21993 & 22016 of 2025

should be conferred on the petitioner in W.P.(MD) No0.22016 of 2025

[T.V.Rajendran].

13. Pursuant to the direction of this Court vide order dated 18.07.2025 in
W.P.(MD) No0.19556 of 2025, the Joint Commissioner, after considering the
submissions of the petitioner in W.P.(MD) No.21993 of 2025 [A.K.Murugan],
who was the applicant in [.A.No.29 of 2025 in O.A.No.16 of 2019, by order
dated 01.08.2025 impugned in W.P.(MD) No.21993 of 2025, rejected the said

prayer of the petitioner.

14. Relevant portion from the order dated 01.08.2025 passed by the Joint
Commissioner in [.A.No0.29 of 2025 in O.A.No.16 of 2019, impugned in W.P.
(MD) No0.21993 of 2025, reads as under:-

“GuompLy B ST  DWEOISHDHI  LY6U6IITHIBET,
QUTHIDTHET  OBWILD — DIH6T  FEISHIBENNUID — BH6)UGT(LPL 60T
Lflifevencr  GFww’ L pled, GumpLip Sl Blewev Lgpieler

ufismymiser Ligsmrer wayaied Srer (ipipey GEFUN Suwignd
6T6OTLISITE) GlogLig 8L plewev Log/ S6ITEIBLIY

2_gggall LILBS)BS.”

15. By the order dated 01.08.2025, impugned in W.P.(MD) No0.21993 of
2025, the Joint Commissioner held that the relief sought by the petitioner in

W.P.(MD) No.21993 of 2025 [A.K.Murugan] in [.A.No.29 of 2025 in O.A.No.
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W.P(MD) Nos.21993 & 22016 of 2025

16 0f 2019 could be decided only at the time of final hearing. Consequently, the
said A.K.Murugan has filed this Writ Petition in W.P.(MD) No0.21993 of 2025 to
quash the said order dated 01.08.2025 passed by the Joint Commissioner, who

has been arrayed as the first respondent in W.P.(MD) No.21993 of 2025.

16. Following the same, the Deputy Commissioner/Executive Officer of
the temple, who has been arrayed as the second respondent in W.P.(MD) No.
21993 of 2025 and the first respondent in W.P.(MD) No0.22016 of 2025, after
considering the request of both the petitioners in their applications for
conferment of first honour on either of them, passed an order on 07.08.2025

impugned in W.P.(MD) No0.22016 of 2025 by the said T.V.Rajendran.

17. In the order dated 07.08.2025, impugned in W.P.(MD) No0.22016 of
2025, the Deputy Commissioner/Executive Officer of the temple rejected the
request of the petitioner in W.P.(MD) No0.22016 of 2025 [T.V.Rajendran] for
conferment of honours, on the ground that since the order dated 01.08.2025
passed by the Joint Commissioner in [.A.No.29 of 2025 in O.A. No.16 of 2019,
impugned in W.P.(MD) No.21993 of 2025 had not specifically stated that the
petitioner in W.P.(MD) No.22016 of 2025 [T.V.Rajendran] was entitled to any
special honour, while rejecting the request of the petitioner in W.P.(MD) No.

21993 of 2025 [A.K.Murugan] for conferment of first honour. This is not in line
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W.P(MD) Nos.21993 & 22016 of 2025

with the order dated 01.08.2025 passed by the Joint Commissioner in I.A. No.

29 0f 2025 in O.A.No.16 of 2019, impugned in W.P.(MD) No.21993 of 2025.

18. Therefore, the above order of the Deputy Commissioner/Executive
Officer of the temple dated 07.08.2025, impugned in W.P.(MD) No0.22016 of
2025, has to be held contrary to the scope of the relief sought by the petitioner
in WP.(MD) No0.21993 of 2025 [A.K.Murugan] in [.LA.No.29 of 2025 in

O.A.No.16 of 2019 before the Joint Commissioner.

19. That apart, 8 Amabalakarars in Thalayan Karai and others have not
opposed to conferring first honour to the petitioner in W.P.(MD) No.22016 of

2025 [T.V.Rajendran].

20. Therefore, the above order of the Deputy Commissioner/Executive
Officer of the temple dated 07.08.2025, impugned in W.P.(MD) No0.22016 of
2025, is liable to be quashed and is quashed. Consequently, the petitioner in

W.P.(MD) No.22016 of 2025 [T.V.Rajendran] is to be conferred with the rights

in the absence of any contra order of the Joint Commissioner.

21. However, it is made clear that this arrangement will apply only to the

current temple festival scheduled to be held tomorrow (i.e., on 09.08.2025).
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22. The rights for the ensuing temple festival shall be in terms of the
orders to be passed by the Joint Commissioner in O.A.No.16 of 2019. It is made
clear that the observations in this order will not prejudice the rights of the
petitioner in W.P.(MD) No0.21993 of 2025 [A.K.Murugan] in O.A.No.16 of

2019.

23. In the result, both these Writ Petitions stand disposed of. No costs.

Consequently, connected Writ Miscellaneous Petitions are also closed.

08.08.2025
NCC : Yes/No

Index : Yes/No

Internet: Yes/No

RJR/JEN

To

1.The Joint Commissioner,

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowment Board,
Madurai.

2.The Deputy Commissioner/Executive Officer,
Arulmighu Kallalagar Thirukkovil,
Alagar Kovil, Madurai District.
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C.SARAVANAN, J.

RJR

W.P.(MD)No0s.21993 & 22016 of 2025

08.08.2025
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