W.P.(MD)No.21223 of 2025

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT

DATED : 04.08.2025

CORAM:

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE C.SARAVANAN

W.P.(MD)No.21223 of 2025

A.Lakshmi Narayanan ... Petitioner
_VS_

1.The Assistant Executive Engineer (Distribution),

TANGEDCO, Othakadai,
Madurai, Madurai District.

2.The Executive Engineer (East),
TANGEDCO, Madurai, Madurai District.

3.The Assistant Electrical Engineer (Distribution),
Office of the Assistant Electrical Engineer,
Karupayurani, Sivagangai Road,
Madurai, Madurai District.

4.Vanjinathan ... Respondents

PRAYER: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, to
issue a Writ of Certiorarified Mandamus, calling for the records relating to the
impugned order passed by the thirrd respondent in  Ka.No.
VuMiPo/Pagir/Karup/Va.Aa/Ko.Pothu/A.No0.99/1 dated 08.06.2025 and quash the
same and direct the respondents 1 to 3 to remove the electric post in the property

in S.No.22/2A of Sakkimangalam Village, Madurai North Taluk and remove the

Page 1 of 7

https://lwww.mhc.tn.gov.in/judis
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electric wires passing through the Plot Nos.3, 4 and 5 of said Survey Number at
the cost of the respondents Nos.1 to 3.

For Petitioner : Mr.N.Tamilmani
For R1 to R3 :  Mr.S.Deenadhayalan
Standing Counsel
ORDER
The petitioner is before this Court challenging the impugned order passed

by the third respondent.

2. By the said impugned order, the request of the petitioner for the removal
of an electric pole installed on the petitioner's land has been rejected on the
ground that the petitioner is required to (i) submit an online application, and (ii)
bear the cost of shifting the pole under the Depositors Contribution Works

Scheme.

3. The learned counsel for the petitioner submits that the petitioner, a
retired Accountant from Entyce, a Government Textile Mill in Sivagangai

District, was unaware that the respondents had installed an electric pole on his
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property. It is submitted that the petitioner, along with his relatives, had purchased
the land as early as in the year 1980 and the pole was installed without obtaining
prior permission from him or any of the co-owners. The said land, along with the

lands of his relatives, is located contiguously.

4. It 1s further submitted that the erection of the electric pole amounts to an
encroachment on private property, without due process or notice to the affected

landowners, and is therefore illegal.

5. In support of his submissions, the learned counsel for the petitioner
places reliance on paragraphs 7.4, 7.8, and 8.2 of the order dated 03.07.2020,
passed by the Tamil Nadu Electricity Ombudsman in A.T.Vellayadevan vs.
Superintending Engineer, TANGEDCO, Pudukottai [Appeal No.65 of 2019],
which read as follows:-

"7.4. Guweub HeMpLUBBHEG WeT @Qewewili] HJ HeoigHl LT
BevHMSH PSHHTMOLL]  OFUIHEH L Bsveomioed DCW  apemmuilsd
mBrlld & @p.50,000/- ey  GFeveur@Gld el FapfluiBHTH
OxFlelsHaleenTy. Wer USTOTET g GHTGULNELY LIS LD  FH6dr
aplesTenr 2 fliold HigHd  Weiteumflud  Csl (B QuBplmebs  GeuswrBld

GTNIQD  UMBWITEL  HeH  @ULH60  GUDBTDOsL [BLL 6T HLOLSHDSH

Page 3 of 7

https://lwww.mhc.tn.gov.in/judis



W.P.(MD)No.21223 of 2025

BB omBHnl AlLT;S mdhEH FFHOFUIL CalemrigueTenTy.

7.8. @FH6M (PO @M  HOWTHOLW  LULLT  Hleud 60
WeirslbLIGOT  Sievevg WeiLTenSmWGWT  Bpebouripgd  @baHlul
OBHTMVHOHTLTL  FUL HHETLIY  (LPITDNDIDH BT Di6V6vHI  HOGL FELT
ST oL ILL CalemT(BHLD 6T6a M| Ol QUHB B @6)RILDEHHI60
Cueo(pempui_Lmeny  SieumbHE  CFThHomer  ULLT  [Ble0Ha60H e
OleTHBDLID Bl HeTenHred OB FelHHIeTenT]. 618l TIODIHTTTHETHLD
MG  LopBIHHale0emev.  eTeiGeu  Gosvpemmuil L menfler  Gamifldemnaulment
SIH  QULUHO OUBTed [HLL Wl SloUHend DSMB  LOTHBEBI
alILTend  DmH I FflogFuiw  Camfluleengl ealbh@E — JBLML UISHTH
o oitengl.  eleniBeu,  Gsv(pemmuil Lmemfledt LLLT  Hlevo  eTewr. 1821,
QFLIgHHTH  eUHEUTUI &SP  Lev  6T6wrl.151/260  SiemiodbaBLILIL (HeiTer
L0631 B LDLIGH M SHLOT B aIPILILTEnSHUil60 ST TLOEDISH T &hIHGTHENL L
GFevailed Goupl @ HHM@& wIBYY  DmdHHd  CouemiBID 6160 &6
CeEuwiLGSBSEI.

8.2 GLom e 6T SHiJenel BlenmCaummlwig QHTLJLITeDT
SMNHmBMU  RbH e HleWLSHBUGUBB 45 BT BHETHE G 6N
Fojllss Galewi(Bld eleimID 2 HHre| @)L rLGaSBs."

6. Defending the stand of the respondents, the learned Standing Counsel
submits that the petitioner has not been vigilant. It is submitted that the electric
pole in question was erected as early as in the year 2014, at a time when the
surrounding lands were not well developed. It is further submitted that the

removal and re-routing of the said pole from the petitioner's land would involve
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substantial additional cost, as multiple lines are passing through it.

7. Having considered the submissions of the learned counsel for the
petitioner and the learned Standing Counsel for the respondents, this Court is of
the view that the erection of the electric pole on the petitioner's land without
obtaining his prior consent is improper and contrary to the provisions of the
Indian Telegraph Act, 1885. In fact, the Tamil Nadu Electricity Ombudsman, in
the aforementioned order dated 03.07.2020 in Appeal No.65 of 2019
(A.T.Vellayadevan vs. Superintending Engineer, TANGEDCO, Pudukottai),

has also censured such conduct on the part of the Electricity Board.

8. Considering the same, the third respondent is directed to pass a fresh
order, in the light of the decision of the Tamil Nadu Electricity Ombudsman in
A.T.Vellayadevan vs. Superintending Engineer, TANGEDCO, Pudukottai
[Appeal No.65 of 2019], after taking into account the specific facts of the
petitioner's case. This exercise shall be completed within a period of four (4)
weeks from the date of receipt of a copy of this order.

9. The Writ Petition stands disposed of accordingly. No costs.

NCC :Yes/No 04.08.2025
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Index : Yes/No
smn2
To:-

1.The Assistant Executive Engineer (Distribution),
TANGEDCO, Othakadai,
Madurai, Madurai District.

2.The Executive Engineer (East),
TANGEDCO, Madurai, Madurai District.

3.The Assistant Electrical Engineer (Distribution),
Office of the Assistant Electrical Engineer,
Karupayurani, Sivagangai Road,
Madurai, Madurai District.
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C.SARAVANAN, J.

smn2

W.P.(MD)No.21223 of 2025

04.08.2025



