
W.A(MD)No.504 of 2026

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT

DATED : 10.04.2026

CORAM:

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE N.SATHISH KUMAR
and

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE M.JOTHIRAMAN

W.A(MD)No.504 of 2026
and

C.M.P(MD)No.4595 of 2026

1.The Superintending Engineer,
TNPDCL,
Thoothukudi.

2.The Assistant Engineer,
(Operation and Maintenance),
TNPDCL,
Kalugumalai,
Thoothukudi District.    ... Appellants/Respondents

vs.

Sankareswari ... Respondent/Writ Petitioner

PRAYER : Writ Appeal filed under Clause 15 of Letters Patent to set aside 

the order dated 20.02.2026 made in W.P(MD)No.682 of 2026 on the file of 

this Court.
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For Appellants : Mr.S.Deenadhayalan

For Respondent : Mr.A.Balaji

JUDGMENT

   [Judgment of the Court was made by N.SATHISH KUMAR, J.)

Challenging  the  order  of  the  learned  Single  Judge  dated 

20.02.2026  made  in  W.P.(MD)  No.682  of  2026,  directing  the 

appellants/respondents to pay a sum of Rs.10,00,000/- (Rupees Ten Lakhs 

only) as compensation to the legal heirs in terms of the proceedings of the 

Board  in  (Per.)  (FB)  TNPDCL Proceedings  No.11  dated  21.12.2024,  the 

present Writ Appeal has been filed.

2.The Writ Petition was filed by the respondent/writ petitioner 

seeking  compensation  on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband  due  to 

electrocution.
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3.The facts of the case are that high-tension live electrical wires 

had fallen  on  a nearby tree,  resulting  in  leakage  of  electricity  through a 

telephone exchange pole, which led to electrocution of two third parties. The 

husband of the writ petitioner, while attempting to rescue them, also came 

into contact with the live wire and died due to electrocution.

4.The  learned  Single  Judge,  taking  note  of  the  fact  that  the 

Board had issued proceedings providing for payment of 100% compensation 

in cases of fatal electrical accidents, awarded a sum of Rs.10,00,000/- as per 

the said proceedings, along with interest at the rate of 6% per annum from 

17.10.2025 till the date of realisation, and further observed that if the writ 

petitioner seeks any additional compensation, it is open to her to approach 

the competent civil Court, and accordingly allowed the Writ Petition.

5.The  learned  counsel  appearing  for  the  appellants  mainly 

contended  that  as  per  the  Board  proceedings,  a  fixed  compensation  of 
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Rs.10,00,000/-  alone  is  payable,  whereas  the  learned  Single  Judge  has 

erroneously granted interest also.

6.Having considered the submissions made on either side,  we 

are of the view that the question of negligence and entitlement to additional 

compensation  may  have  to  be  independently  established  before  the 

competent civil Court.  However, it  is seen that the Board itself, under its 

proceedings,  has provided for  payment of  compensation in cases of  fatal 

electrical accidents arising due to contact with snapped conductors or live 

overhead  wires,  as  well  as  due  to  leakage  of  electricity  in  underground 

cables  caused  by  natural  calamities  such  as  heavy  wind,  rain,  and  other 

unforeseen circumstances.

7.In such view of the matter, the Board having itself taken note 

of such accidents and agreed to pay the compensation amount fixed under its 

proceedings,  the  direction of  the  learned Single  Judge awarding the  said 

compensation cannot be faulted and is liable to be confirmed. However, with 
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regard  to  the  grant  of  interest,  we  are  of  the  view that  the  same is  not 

warranted. Accordingly, the portion of the order granting interest is set aside, 

leaving it open to the respondent/writ petitioner to work out her remedy for 

additional compensation in the manner known to law.

8.Accordingly, this Writ Appeal is partly allowed. There shall be 

no  order  as  to  costs.  Consequently,  connected  Miscellaneous  Petition  is 

closed.

     [N.S.K.,J.]       [M.J.R.,J.]
        10.04.2026

NCC : Yes / No
Index : Yes / No
ps

To

1.The Superintending Engineer,
TNPDCL,
Thoothukudi.

2.The Assistant Engineer,
(Operation and Maintenance),
TNPDCL,
Kalugumalai,
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Thoothukudi District.
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N.SATHISH KUMAR  ,J.  
and

M.JOTHIRAMAN,J.

ps

W.A(MD)No.504 of 2026

DATED : 10.04.2026
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