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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS

DATED : 01.09.2025

CORAM

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE M.SUNDAR 
and

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE MUMMINENI SUDHEER KUMAR

W.P.No.28424  of 2025

Pooja .. Petitioner

Vs.

1.The District Collector,
   Tiruvannamalai, 
   Tiruvannamalai District.

2.The Revenue Divisional Officer,
   Vandavasi Taluk, 
   Tiruvannamalai District.

3.The Tashildar,
   Vandavasi Taluk, 
   Tiruvannamalai District.

4.The Village Administrative Officer,
   Adiyankuppam Village, Vandavasi Taluk,
   Tiruvannamalai District.

5.Shanthi
6.S.Rajaselvi
7.Durai
8.Sivakumar
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9.The Commissioner, 
   Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable 

Endowments Department, 
   No.119, Uthamar Gandhi Salai 
   (previously Nungambakkam High Road),
    Nungambakkam, Chennai - 600 034.

10.The Joint Commissioner, 
   Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable 

Endowments Department, 
  Tiruvannamalai, Tiruvannamalai District.

11.The Assistant Commissioner, 
   Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable 

Endowments Department, 
   Tiruvannamalai, Tiruvannamalai District. ... Respondents

(R9 to R11 suo motu impleaded vide
order dated 04.08.2025 made in
W.P. No.28424 of 2025)

For Petitioner : Mr.M.Manimaran

For Respondents : Mr.M.Suresh Kumar
Additional Advocate General
assisted by
Mr.T.K.Saravanan
Additional Government Pleader
for R1 to R4
Mr.S.Ravichandran
Additional Government Pleader
for R9 to R11

*****
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O R D E R

[Order of the Court was made by M. SUNDAR, J.]

Read  this  in  conjunction  with  and  in  continuation  of  earlier 

proceedings made in the listing on 04.08.2025 which reads as follows:

'IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS

DATED : 04.08.2025

CORAM

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE M.SUNDAR 
and

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE T.VINOD KUMAR

W.P.No.28424  of 2025

Pooja .. Petitioner

Vs.
1.The District Collector,
   Tiruvannamalai, 
   Tiruvannamalai District.
2.The Revenue Divisional Officer,
   Vandavasi Taluk, 
   Tiruvannamalai District.
3.The Tashildar,
   Vandavasi Taluk, 
   Tiruvannamalai District.
4.The Village Administrative Officer,
   Adiyankuppam Village, Vandavasi Taluk,
   Tiruvannamalai District.
5.Shanthi
6.S.Rajaselvi
7.Durai
8.Sivakumar
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9.The Commissioner, 
   Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable 

Endowments Department, 
   No.119, Uthamar Gandhi Salai 
   (previously Nungambakkam High Road),
    Nungambakkam, Chennai - 600 034.
10.The Joint Commissioner, 
   Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable 

Endowments Department, 
  Tiruvannamalai, Tiruvannamalai District.
11.The Assistant Commissioner, 
   Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable 

Endowments Department, 
   Tiruvannamalai, Tiruvannamalai District. ... Respondents

(R9 to R11 suo motu impleaded vide
order dated 04.08.2025 made in
W.P. No.28424 of 2025)

For Petitioner : Mr.M.Manimaran
For Respondents : Mr.T.K.Saravanan

Additional Government Pleader
for R1 to R4
Mr.S.Ravichandran,
Additional Government Pleader
for R9 to R11

O R D E R

[Order of the Court was made by M. SUNDAR, J.]

Subject matter of  captioned main 'Writ Petition' [hereinafter 
'WP' for the sake of brevity]  is 'Survey No.209 in Adhiyanur Madura 
Adhiyankuppam Village, Vandavasi Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District'  
(hereinafter  'said   waterbody'  for  the  sake  of  convenience  and 
clarity).

2.  Mr.M.Manimaran,  learned  counsel  on  record  for  writ  
petitioner adverting to photocopy of 'A' Register submits that said 
waterbody has been classified as Fsk; (Tank) but an encroachment is  
in the process of being made inter-alia by private respondents/R5 to  
R8 by construction of a temple. Total extent of said waterbody is 1.97  
acres is learned counsel's say. Learned counsel also submits that the  
writ  petitioner  sent  a  legal  notice  dated  18.11.2024  but  there  is  
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inaction on the part of official respondents and that has necessitated  
the captioned WP.

3.  Before  we  proceed  further,  considering  the  nature  of  
matter,  we  deem  it  appropriate  to  suo  motu  implead   The 
Commissioner,      Tamil  Nadu  Hindu  Religious  and  Charitable  
Endowments  Department,      No.119,  Uthamar  Gandhi  Salai  
(previously Nungambakkam High Road),  Nungambakkam, Chennai  
- 600 034,   The Joint Commissioner,  Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious  
and  Charitable   Endowments  Department, Tiruvannamalai,  
Tiruvannamalai  District  and  The  Assistant  Commissioner,  Tamil 
Nadu  Hindu Religious  and  Charitable   Endowments  Department,  
Tiruvannamalai,  Tiruvannamalai  District  as  R9,  R10  and  R11  
respectively.   Registry  to  carry  out  necessary  and  consequential  
amendments in the case file forthwith.

4. Issue notice to respondents.
5.  Mr.T.K.Saravanan,  learned  Additional  Government  

Pleader accepts notice for R1 to R4 and Mr.S.Ravichandran, learned 
Additional Government Pleader (H.R. & C.E.) accepts notice for R9  
to R11.

6.  Learned Additional Government  Pleader on instructions  
submits that a survey qua said waterbody has been conducted, two  
encroachments have been found and R3 has sent a communication to  
Block  Development  Officer,  Block  Development  Office,  Vandavasi  
Block,  Tiruvannamalai  District  about  the  encroachment  and  a 
scanned reproduction of this communication is as follows:
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7.  The photographs placed before us  also show that  there 
appears to have been some kind of worship under a neem tree and 
that appears to  be on the banks  of waterbody but  we express no  
opinion on it at this stage. The construction is coming up at this site.

8. We direct R3 (Tahsildar, Vandavasi Taluk, Tiruvannamalai  
District) to conduct a survey under the supervision of R2 (Revenue 
Divisional  Officer,  Vandavasi  Taluk,  Tiruvannamalai  District)  and 
R1  (District  Collector,  Tiruvannamalai  District)  after  putting  on 
notice writ petitioner, private respondents/R5 to R8 and any other  
person  concerned,  permit  them  to  be  present  during  survey  and 
place the survey/status report before this Court.
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9.  Status  quo  as  of  today  shall  be  maintained  by  parties  
concerned until next listing. This means that neither shall there be  
further  construction  nor  shall  there  be  any  demolition  or  
dismantling. In the interregnum, it is open to R9 to R11 to proceed in 
accordance with  'The Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable  
Endowments Act, 1959 [Tamil Nadu Act 22 of 1959]'  {hereinafter  
'TNHR & CE Act' for the sake of brevity} subject of course to status  
quo  as of today which we are making.

10. List four weeks hence. List on 01.09.2025.'

2.  Today,  Mr.M.Manimaran,  learned  counsel  on  record  for  writ 

petitioner,  Mr.M.Suresh  Kumar,  learned  Additional  Advocate  General 

assisted by Mr.T.K.Saravanan, learned Additional Government Pleader for 

R1 to R4 and Mr.S.Ravichandran, learned Additional Government Pleader 

for R9 to R11 are before us.

3.  Adveting  to  paragraph  No.8  of  earlier  proceedings,  learned 

Additional  Advocate  General  submits  that  a  survey  was  conducted  on 

20.08.2024, after putting on notice / in the presence of writ petitioner and 

private respondents.  Learned Additional Advocate General, on instructions, 

submits that a draft report is ready but some more time is required to file it 

in the Registry and bring it on Board.

4. Be that as it may, learned counsel for writ petitioner submits, on 

instructions that the writ petitioner is ready to donate private patta land in 

which the Temple can be constructed but learned counsel submits that the 
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writ  petitioner  will  give  such  land  to  Tamil  Nadu  Hindu  Religious  and 

Charitable  Endowments  Department  which  can  appoint  a  fit  person  by 

resorting to Section 49 of TNHR & CE Act.  To be noted, powers to appoint 

a  fit  person  under  Section  49  of  TNHR  & CE  Act  vest  with  R11  [the 

Assistant  Commissioner,  Tamil  Nadu  Hindu  Religious  and  Charitable 

Endowments Department, Tiruvannamalai, Tiruvannamalai District].

5. We find that notice has been sent to private respondents i.e., R5 to 

R8 and service is awaited.

6.  Therefore,  list  before  'Joint  Registrar(AS)'  {'JR(AS)'}  on 

08.09.2025 to enable writ petitioner to take steps for effecting service on R5 

to R8, who remain unserved.

7.  Learned  counsel  for  writ  petitioner  to  take  steps  for  effecting 

service  on  R5  to  R8,  who  remain  unserved  either  through  conventional 

modes or by resorting to substituted service,  if  the need arises.   Let this 

exercise be completed by 06.10.2025.

8. JR(AS) to make a PBC (Post Before Court) order after service is 

effected on R5 to R8, who remain unserved, otherwise JR(AS) to make a 

suitable note which is to be put up in the next listing.

9. As regards order of status quo vide paragraph No.9 of earlier order 
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dated 04.08.2025, the same is extended and the same shall continue until 

further orders making it clear that neither will there be coercive action nor 

can private respondents or any other entity proceed with the construction.

List before this Court on 13.10.2025.

(M.S.,J.) (M.S.K.,J.)
       01.09.2025

mk
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To

1.The District Collector,
   Tiruvannamalai,   Tiruvannamalai District.

2.The Revenue Divisional Officer,
   Vandavasi Taluk,  Tiruvannamalai District.

3.The Tashildar,
   Vandavasi Taluk,   Tiruvannamalai District.

4.The Village Administrative Officer,
   Adiyankuppam Village, Vandavasi Taluk,
   Tiruvannamalai District.

5.The Commissioner, 
   Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable 

Endowments Department, 
   No.119, Uthamar Gandhi Salai 
   (previously Nungambakkam High Road),
    Nungambakkam, Chennai - 600 034.

6.The Joint Commissioner, 
   Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable 

Endowments Department, 
  Tiruvannamalai, Tiruvannamalai District.

7.The Assistant Commissioner, 
   Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable 

Endowments Department, 
   Tiruvannamalai, Tiruvannamalai District.
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M.SUNDAR, J.,
and

MUMMINENI SUDHEER KUMAR, J.,

mk
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01.09.2025
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