WP No. 17959 of 2026

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
DATED: 30-04-2026
CORAM
THE HON'BLE MR JUSTICE M.DHANDAPANI
WP No. 17959 of 2026

C.Sivakumar
..Petitioners
Vs

1. The Director,
The State Level Environment
Impact Assessment Authoriy (SEIAA),

Nandanam,
Chennai — 600 035.

2. The District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dharmapuri — 636 705.

3. The Assistant Director,
Department of Geology and Mining,
Dharmapuri District.

4. The Revenue Divisional Officer,
Dharmapuri District.

5. The Tahsildar,
Nallampalli Taluk,
Dharmapuri District.

6. Rajeswari
..Respondents
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Prayer : Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India
praying for issuance of Writ of Mandamus, directing the 1% respondent to
consider and dispose the petitioner's representation dated 10.04.2026 pursuant
to the 2™ respondent communication dated 16.04.2026 with respect of proposed
quarry in Survey No.198/1, measuring to an extent of 2.22.85 hectare at
Naththalli Village, Dharmapuri District.

For Petitioner: Mr.K . Krishnan

For Respondents: Notice dispensed with [R1, R2 & R6]

Mr.U.Baranidharan
Special Government Pleader [R3 to R5]

sheoskoskosk ok

ORDER
This Writ Petition has been filed to direct the 1% respondent to consider
and dispose the petitioner's representation, dated 10.04.2026 pursuant to the 2™
respondent communication, dated 16.04.2026 with respect of proposed quarry
in Survey No.198/1, measuring to an extent of 2.22.85 hectare at Naththalli

Village, Dharmapuri District.

2. Mr.U.Baranidharan, learned Special Government Pleader, accepts
notice on behalf of the respondents 3 to 5. Since no adverse orders are passed
against the respondents 1, 2 and 6 in this writ petition, notice to the respondents

1, 2 and 6 is dispensed with by this Court.
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3. It is the case of the petitioner that, quarry permission was illegally
recommended for environmental clearance in favour of the 6™ respondent for
the proposed quarry situated at the address morefully disclosed in the prayer to
this writ petition. In order to safeguard their livelihood and the local
environment, the petitioner along with other residents submitted representations
to the 3™ respondent on 08.04.2026 and 10.04.2026, which were subsequently
forwarded to the respondents 1 and 2 for necessary action. Despite receiving
objections by way of above representations, the authorities have not taken any
action. Instead, they are proceeding with the approval process in a mechanical
and arbitrary manner without considering the objections of the residents.

Therefore, the petitioner has filed this writ petition.

4. Though very many grounds have been raised in this writ petition,
learned counsel appearing for the petitioner submits that, it would suffice, if this
Court issues a direction to the 1% respondent to consider and dispose of the
petitioner's representation, dated 10.04.2026 pursuant to the communication
dated 16.04.2026 in respect of the proposed quarry, on merits and in accordance

with law, within a time frame that may be fixed by this Court.
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5. In view of the limited request sought for by the learned counsel
appearing for the petitioner, this Court, without expressing any opinion on the
merits of the case, directs the 1% respondent to consider the petitioner's
representation, dated 10.04.2026, on merits and in accordance with law and pass
appropriate orders, within a period of four (4) weeks from the date of receipt of
a copy of this order, after affording an opportunity of personal hearing to the

petitioner as well as the 6" respondent.

6. With the above direction, this Writ Petition is disposed of. No costs.

30-04-2026
Index: Yes/No (%)
Speaking/Non-speaking order
Neutral Citation: Yes/No
Sp
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To

1.The Director,

The State Level Environment

Impact Assessment Authoriy (SEIAA),
Nandanam,

Chennai — 600 035.

2.The District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dharmapuri — 636 705.

3.The Assistant Director,
Department of Geology and Mining,
Dharmapuri District.

4. The Revenue Divisional Officer,
Dharmapuri District.

5.The Tahsildar,
Nallampalli Taluk,
Dharmapuri District.
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M.DHANDAPANLI, J.

Sp
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